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Section  1. — Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
jimerica,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  cause  to  be  collated 
and  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  suitably  for  distribution,  a  complete  edition,  of  not  less  than  eighteen  thou- 
sand copies,  of  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Post  Office  Department ;  together  with  the  Regulations  established 
by  said  Department  for  the  better  conduct  of  its  business ;  and  also  a  new  and  complete  list  of  all  post  office* 
in  the  United  States;  showing  their  respective  distances  from  Washington,  and  from  the  capitals  of  the 
States  in  which  the  several  offices  are  situated. 

Section  2. — ^nd  beitfu/rther  enacted,  That  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  one  hundred  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. — Approved,  August  29th,  1842. 


In  obedience  to  this  law,  the  following  compilation  of  laws  and  regulations  has  been  published.  The 
regulations  are  such  as  have  been  adopted  by  this  Department  for  many  years  with  such  alterations  and 
additions  thereto,  as  the  change  of  the  law  and  experience  have  suggested.  They  will  be  regarded  and  ob- 
served by  all  deputy  postmasters  and  others  connected  with  the  service  of  this  Department.  Upon  the  dili- 
gence and  fidelity  of  deputy  postmasters  and  contractors  in  the  discharge  of  their  various  duties,  depend 
mainly  the  character  and  usefulness  of  the  public  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

CHARLES  A.  WICKLIFFE, 

Postmaster  General. 
Auswt  24,  1843. 
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POST  OFFICE  LAWS. 

AN  ACT 

Concerning  Public  Contracts. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  arid  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con-  Members 
gress  assembled,  That,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  of  Congress 
this  act,  no  member  of  Congress  shall,  directly  or  in-  "ot  to  con- 
directly,  himself,  or  by  any  other  person  whatsoever  ^^^°^' 
in  trust  for  him,  or  for  his  use  or  benefitj  or  on  his 
account,  undertake,  execute,  hold  or  enjoy,  in  the 
whole  or  in  part,  any  contract  or  agreement,  hereafter 
to  be  made  or  entered  into  with  any  officer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  their  behalf,  or  with  any  person  au- 
thorized to  make  contracts  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States ;  and  if  any  member  of  Congress  shall,  directly 
or  indirectly,  himself,  or  by  any  other  person  whatso- 
ever in  trust  for  him,  or  for  his  use  or  benefit,  or  on  his 
account,  enter  into,  accept  of,  agree  for,  undertake  or 
execute,  any  such  contract  or  agreement,  in  the  whole 
or  in  part,  every  member  so  offending  shall,  for  every  p  , 
such  offence,  upon  conviction  thereof,  before  any  court 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  territories  thereof,  having 
cognizance  of  such  offence,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  high 
misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  three  thousand  dollars ; 
and  every  such  contract  or  agreement  as  aforesaid  shall, 
moreover,  be  absolutely  void  and  of  no  effect :  Provided, 
nevertheless,  That  in  all  cases  where  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  shall  have  been  advanced  on  the  part  of  the 
1 


Exception. 


Condition  to 
be    inserted 
in  public 
contracts. 


Penalty  on 
any  officer 
who  shall 
contract 
with  a  mem- 
ber. 


Heads  of 
Depart- 
ments to  re- 
port all  con- 
tracts to 
Congress. 


United  States,  in  consideration  of  any  such  contract  or 
agreement,  the  same  shall  be  forthwith  repaid ;  and  in 
case  of  refusal  or  delay  to  repay  the  same,  when  de- 
manded, by  the  proper  officer  of  the  department  under 
whose  authority  such  contract  or  agreement  shall  have 
been  made  or  entered  into,  every  person  so  refusing  or 
delaying,  together  with  his  surety  or  sureties,  shall  be 
forthwith  prosecuted  at  law  for  the  recovery  of  any  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money  advanced  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend, 
to  any  contract  or  agreement,  made,  or  entered  into,  or 
accepted  by  any  incorporated  company,  where  such 
contract  or  agreement  shall  be  made  for  the  general 
benefit  of  such  incorporation  or  company ;  nor  to  the 
purchase  or  sale  of  bills  of  exchange,  or  other  property, 
by  any  member  of  Congress,  where  the  same  shall  be 
ready  for  delivery,  and  for  which  payment  shall  be  made 
at  the  time  of  making  or  entering  into  the  contract  or 
agreement. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  every 
such  contract  or  agreement,  to  be  made,  or  entered  into, 
or  accepted,  as  aforesaid,  there  shall  be  inserted  an  ex- 
press condition  that  no  member  of  Congress  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  any  share  or  part  of  such  contract  or  agree- 
ment, or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  thereupon. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
shall  directly  or  indirectly,  make  or  enter  into  any  con- 
tract, bargain  or  agreement,  in  writing  or  otherwise, 
other  than  such  as  are  herein  excepted,  with  any  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  such  officer  so  oifending,  on  conviction 
thereof,  before  any  court  having  jurisdiction  thereof, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  guilty  of  a  high  misde- 
meanor, and  be  fined  in  a  sum  of  three  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Secretary  of  War,  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  and  the  Postmaster  General,  annually,  to  lay 
before  Congress  a  statement  of  all  the  contracts  which 
have  been  made  in  their  respective  departments,  during 
the  year  preceding  such  report,  exhibiting  in  such  state- 
ment the  name  of  the  eoutraetor,  th^  article  or  thing 
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contracted  for,  the  place  where  the  article  was  to  be  de- 
livered, or  the  thing  performed,  the  sum  to  be  paid  for 
its  performance  or  delivery,  the  date  and  duration  of 
the  contract. 

[Approved,  April  21,  1808. 


AN  ACT 

Authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain  Documents  free  of  postage. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  A?nerica  in  Con-  Certainddc- 
gress  assembled,   That  the  members  of  Congress,  the  ^l^^nked 
delegates  from  Territories^  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  by  member* 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  be,  and  of  CongresB, 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  transmit,  free  of  postage,       °^  ®^' 
to  any  post  office  within  the  United  States  or  the  Terri- 
tories thereof,  any  documents  which  have  been,  or  may 
be,  printed  by  order  of  either  House. 

[Approved,  December  19,  1821. 


AN  ACT 

To  discontinae  certain  Post  Roads  and  to  establish  others. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  waters 
on  which  steam-boats  regularly  pass  from  port  to  port,  Certain 
shall  be  considered  and  established  as  post  roads,  subject  waters  de- 
to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  several  acts  regulating  l^H^  ^^^^ 
the  post  office  establishment. 

[Approved,  March  3,  1823. 


AN  ACT 


To  reduce  into  one  the  several  Acts  for  establishing  and  regulating  the 
Post  Office  Department, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled^  That  there  be  established,  at  the  seat 
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of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  a  General  Post 
Office,  under  the  direction  of  a  Postmaster  General. 
The  Postmaster  General  shall  appoint  two  Assistants, 
and  such  clerks  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  business  of  his  office,  and  as  are  authorized 
by  law ;  and  shall  procure,  and  cause  to  be  kept,  a  seal 
for  the  said  office,  which  shall  be  affixed  to  commissions 
of  Postmasters,  and  used  to  authenticate  all  transcripts 
and  copies  which  may  be  required  from  the  Department. 
He  shall  establish  post  offices,  and  appoint  Postmasters, 
at  all  such  places  as  shall  appear  to  him  expedient,  on 
the  post  roads  that  are,  or  may  be  established  by  law. 
He  shall  give  his  Assistants,  the  Postmasters,  and  all 
other  persons  whom  he  shall  employ,  or  who  may  be 
employed,  in  any  of  the  departments  of  the  General 
Post  Office,  instructions  relative  to  their  duty.  He  shall 
provide  for  the  carriage  of  the  mail  on  all  post  roads 
that  are,  or  may  be  established  by  law,  and  as  often  as 
he,  having  regard  to  the  productiveness  thereof,  and 
other  circumstances,  shall  think  proper.  He  may  direct 
the  route  or  road,  where  there  are  more  than  one,  be- 
tween places  designated  by  law  for  a  post  road,  which 
route  shall  be  considered  the  post  road.  He  shall  obtain, 
from  the  Postmasters,  their  accounts  and  vouchers  for 
their  receipts  and  expenditures,  once  in  three  months, 
or  oftener,  with  the  balances  thereon  arising  in  favor  of 
the  General  Post  Office.  He  shall  pay  all  expenses 
which  may  arise  in  conducting  the  post  office,  and  in 
the  conveyance  of  the  mail,  and  all  other  necessary  ex- 
penses arising  on  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  man- 
agement of  the  General  Post  Office,  He  shall  prosecute 
offences  against  the  post  office  establishment.  He  shall, 
once  in  three  months,  render  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  a  quarterly  account  of  all  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  in  the  said  Department,  to  be  adjusted  and 
settled  as  other  public  accounts.  He  shall,  also,  super- 
intend the  business  of  the  Department,  in  all  the  duties 
that  are,  or  may  be,  assigned  to  it:  Provided^  That,  in 
case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  from  office,  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  all  his  duties  shall  be  performed 
by  his  senior  Assistant,  until  a  successor  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, and  arrive  at  the  General  Post  Office,  to  perform 
^he  business. 


Sec,  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Post- 
master General,  and  all  other  persons  employed  in  the 
General  Post  Office,  or  in  the  care,  custody,  or  convey- 
ance of  the  mail,  shall,  previous  to  entering  upon  the 
duties  assigned  to  them,  or  the  execution  of  their  trusts, 
and  before  they  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any  emolu- 
ment therefor,  respectively  take  and  subscribe  the  fol- 
lowing oath,  or  affirmation,  before  som.e  magistrate,  and 
cause  a  certificate  thereof  to  be  filed  in  the  General  Post 
Office:  "  I,  A  B,  do  swear  or  affirm,  (as  the  case  may  be)  oath. 
that  I  will  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  required  of 
me,  and  abstain  from  every  thing  forbidden  by  the  laws 
in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  within  the  United  States."  Every  person  who 
shall  be,  in  any  manner  employed  in  the  care,  custody 
conveyance,  or  management  of  the  mail,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  all  pains,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  for  violating 
the  injunctions,  or  neglecting  the  duties,  required  of  him 
by  the  laws  relating  to  the  establishment  of  the  post 
office  and  post  roads,  whether  such  person  shall  have 
taken  the  oath  or  affirmation,  above  prescribed,  or 
not. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General,  upon  the  appoint- 
ment of  any  Postmaster,  to  require,  and  take  of  such 
Postmaster,  bond,  with  good  and  approved  security,   in  -qq^^^ 
such  penalty  as  he  may  judge  sufficient,  conditioned  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  all  the  duties  of  such  Postmast- 
er, required  by  law,  or  which  may  be  required  by  any 
instruction  or  general  rule  for  the  government  of  the 
Department :   Provided^  however,  That,  if  default  shall  Sults  withhi 
be   made  by  the   Postmaster   aforesaid,   at  any   time,  two  years  af- 
and  the  Postmaster  General  shall  fail  to  institute  suit  ^^^'  default, 
against  such  Postmaster,  and  said  sureties,  for  two  years 
from  and  after  such  default  shall  be  made,  then,  and  in 
that  case,  the  said  sureties  shall  not  be  held  liable  to 
the  United  States,  nor  shall  suit  be  instituted  against 
them. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  the  Post-  Mail  to 
master  General  shall  cause  a  mail  to  be  carried  from  the  Court 
nearest  post  office,  on  any  established  post  road,  to  the    °"^^^* 
Court  House  of  any  county  which  is  now,   or  may 
hereafter  he,  established  in  any  of  the  States  or  Territo- 
ries of  the  United  States,  and  which  is  without  a  mail ; 


and  the  road  on  which  such  mail  shall  be  transportedj 
shall  become  a  post  road,  and  so  continue,  until  the 
transportation  thereon  shall  cease.  It  shall,  also,  be 
lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  enter  into  con- 
Extended  tracts,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  four  years,  for  extending 
post  routes,  the  line  of  posts,  and  to  authorize  the  persons  so  contract- 
ing, as  a  compensation  for  their  expenses,  to  receive,  du- 
ring the  continuance  of  such  contracts,  at  rates  not  ex- 
ceeding those  for  like  distances,  established  by  this  act,  all 
the  postage  which  shall  arise  on  letters,  newspapers, 
magazines,  pamphlets,  and  packets,  conveyed  by  any 
such  posts ;  and  the  roads,  designated  in  such  contracts, 
shall,  daring  the  continuance  thereof,  be  deemed  and 
considered  as  post  roads,  within  the  provision  of  this 
act ;  and  a  duplicate  of  every  such  contract  shall,  with- 
in sixty  days  after  the  execution  thereof,  be  lodged  in  the 
office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Postmast- 
Mails  in        gj-  General  be  authorized  to  have  the  mail  carried  in  any 
Gi^pTckets^^  steam-boat,  or  other  vessel,  which  shall  be  used  as  a 
packet,  in  any  of  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  on 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  shall  be  considered  expe- 
dient :  Provided,  That  he  does  not  pay  more  than  three 
cents  for  each  letter,  and  more  than  one-half  cent  for 
each  newspaper  conveyed  in  such  mail, 
steamboat       Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
letters  to  be  the  duty  of  every  master  or  manager  of  any  steam-boat, 
^deposited,    which  shall  pass  from  one  port  or  place  to  another  port 
or  place  in  the  United  States,  where  a  post  office  is 
established,  to  deliver,  within  three  hours  after  his  arri- 
val, if  in  the  day  time,  and  within  two  hours  after  the 
next  sunrise,  if  the  arrival  be  in   the  night,  all  letters 
and  packets  addressed  to,  or  destined  for,  such  port  or 
place,  to  the  Postmaster  there,  for  which  he  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive,  of  such  Postmaster,  two  cents  for 
every  letter  or  packet  so  delivered,  unless  the  same  shall, 
be  carried  or  conveyed  under  a  contract  with  the  Post- 
master General ;  and,   if  any  master  or  manager  of  a 
steam-boat  shall  fail  so  to  deliver  any  letter  or  packet, 
which  shall  have  been  brought  by  him,  or  shall  have 
been  in  his  care,  or  within  his  power,  he  shall  incur  a  pen- 
Penalty,       oily  Qf  thirty  dollars  for  every  such  failure.     And  every 
person,  employed  on  board  any  steam-boat,  shall  deliver 


every  letter,  and  packet  of  letters,  entrusted  to  such 
person,  to  the  master  or  manager  of  such  steam-boat, 
and  before  the  said  vessel  shall  touch  at  any  other  port 
or  place ;  and  for  every  failure  or  neglect  so  to  deliver, 
a  penalty  of  ten  dollars  shall  be  incurred  for  each  letter 
or  packet. 

Sec.  7.   And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  no  other  Mail  cam- 
than  a  free  white  person  shall  be  employed  in  conveying  erstobefrte 
the  mail ;  and  any  contractor  who  shall  employ,  or  per- 
mit any  other  than  a  free  white  person  to  convey   the 
mail,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  incur  a  penalty  of 
twenty  dollars. 

Sec.  8.     And  be  it  further  enacted,    That,   when- 
ever it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  that  any  road  established,  or  which  obstruction 
may  hereafter  be  established  as  a  post  road,  is  obstruct-  of  post 
ed   by  fences,  gates,  bars,  or    other  than  those   law-  routes,  by 
fully  used  on  turnpike  roads  to  collect  their  toll,  and  ^"^^^»     ^* 
not  kept  in  good  repair,  with  proper  bridges  and  ferries, 
where  the  same  may  be  necessary,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Postmaster  General  to  report  the  same  to  Con- 
gress with  such  information  as  can  be  obtained,  to  ena- 
ble Congress  to  establish  som.e  other  road  instead  of  it, 
in  the  same  main  direction. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any  per-  -n  ^  ^^^ 
son  shall,  knowingly  and  wilfully,   obstruct  or  retard  the  mail. 
the  passage  of  the  mail,  or  of  any  driver  or  carrier,  or 
of  any  horse  or  carriage,   carrying  the  same,  he  shall, 
upon  conviction  for  every  such  offence,  pay  a  fine  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars;  and  if  any  ferryman  shall,  ^^  femes, 
by  wilful  negligence,  or  refusal   to  transport  the  mail 
across  any  ferry,  delay  the  same,  he  shall  forfeit  and 
pay,  for  every  ten  minutes  that  the  same  shall  be  so  Penalty, 
delayed,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  give  public  notice,  Makinj? 
in  one  newspaper  published  at  the  seat  of  government  ^^"  ^'^^  ^' 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  one  or  more  of  the  news- 
papers published  in  the  State  or  States,  or  Territory, 
where  the  contract  is  to  be  performed,  for  at  least  twelve 
weeks  before  entering  into  any  contract  for  carrying  the 
mail,  that  such  contract  is  intended  to  be  made,  and 
the  day  on  which  it  is  to  be  concluded,  describing  the 
places  from  and  to  which  such  mail  is  to  be  conveyedj 
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the  tune  at  which  it  is  to  be  made  up,  and  the  day  and 
hour  at  wliich  it  is  to  be  deUvered.  lie  shall,  moreover, 
within  ninety  days  after  the  making  of  any  contract, 
lodge  a  duphcate  thereof,  together  with  the  proposals 
which  he  shall  have  received  respecting  it,  in  the  office 
of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  : 
Provided^  That  no  contract  shall  be  entered  into  for  a 
longer  term  than  four  years. 

Sec.    11.    And  be  it  further  enacted^    That  every 
Post  Office  Postmaster  shall  keep  an  office,  in  which  one  or  more 
hours.         persons  shall  attend  on  every  day  on  which  a  mail  shal  I 
arrive,  by  land  or  water,  as  well  as  on  other  days,  at 
such  hours  as  the  Postmaster  General  shall  direct,  for 
the  purpose  of  performing  the  duties  thereof;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  postmaster,  at  all  reasonable 
hours,  on  every  day  of  the  week,  to  deliver,  on  demand, 
any  letter,  paper,  or  packet,  to  the  person  entitled  to,  or 
authorized  to  receive  the  same  ;  and  all  letters  brought 
to  any  post  office  half  an  hour  before  the  time  of  ma- 
king up  the  mail   at  such   office,   shall   be   forwarded 
therein,  except  at  such  post-offices  where,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Postmaster  General,  it  requires  more  time 
for  making  up  the  mail,  and  which  he  shall  accordingly 
prescribe ;  but  this  shall,  in  no  case,  exceed  one  hour. 
Sec.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  no  fees  or 
No  fees,8ic.  perquisites  shall  be  received  by  any  person  employed  in 
in  G.  Post   the  General  Post  Office,  on  account  of  the  duties  to  be 
Office.         performed  by  virtue  of  his  appointment. 

Sec.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  fol- 
p  e  lowing  rates  of  postage  be  charged  upon  all  letters  and 
postage.  packets,  (excepting  such  as  are  excepted  by  law,)  con- 
veyed in  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  viz  :  For  every 
letter  composed  of  a  single  sheet  of  paper,  conveyed  not 
exceeding  thirty  miles,  six  cents  :  Over  thirty,  and  not 
exceeding  eighty,  ten  cents :  Over  eighty,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  and  fifty,  twelve  and  a  half  cents  : 
Over  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  not  exceeding  four 
hundred,  eighteen  and  three  quarters  of  a  cent :  Over 
four  hundred,  twenty-five  cents.  And  for  every  double 
letter,  or  letter  composed  of  two  pieces  of  paper,  double 
those  rates  ;  and  for  every  tripple  letter,  or  letter  com- 
posed of  three  pieces  of  paper,  tripple  those  rates  ;  and 
for  every  packet  composed  of  four  or  more  pieces  of 
paperj  or  one  or  more  other  articles;  and  weighing  one 


miiice  avoirdupois,  quadruple  those  rates ;  and  in  that  pro- 
|)ortion  for  all  greater  weights:  Provided^  That  no  packet 
of  letters,  conveyed  by  the  water  mails,  shall  be  charged 
with  more  than  quadruple  postage,  unless  the  same  shall 
contain  more  than  four  distinct  letters.     No  postmaster 
shall  receive,  to  be  conveyed  by  the  mail,  any  packet  Limit  of 
which  shall  weigh  more  than  three  pounds;  and  the  post-  F'^kets  to 
age  marked  on  any  letter  or  packet,  and  charged  in  the  pounds, 
post  bill  which  may  accompany  the  same,  shall  be  conclu- 
sive evidence  in  favor  of  the  postmaster  who  delivers  the 
same,  of  the  lawful  postage  thereon,  unless  such  letter 
or  packet  shall  be  opened  in  the  presence  of  the  post- 
master or  his  clerk.     Every  four  folio  pages,  or  eight 
quarto  pages,  or  sixteen  octavo,  or  twenty  four  duodeci-  Pamphlets, 
mo  pages,  or  pages  of  less  size  than  that  of  a  pam-  ^^agazines, 
phlet  or  magazine,  whatever  be  the  size  of  the  paper  of  ^j'^lgjjjfjl^^" 
which  it  is  formed,  shall  be  considered  a  sheet,  and  the  nals. 
surplus  pag  s  of  any  pamphlet  or  magazine  shall  also 
be  considered  a  sheet ;  and  the  Journals  of  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States,  not  being  bound,  shall  be  lia- 
ble to  the  same  postage  as  pamphlets.     Any  memoran- 
dum which  shall  be  written  on  a  newspaper,  or  other  Memoran- 
printed  paper,  pamphlet,  or  maa^azine.  and  transmitted  by         ^"  ^ 
mail,  shall  be  charged  with  letter  postage :  Provided^  The 
publisher  of  a  newspaper  may  send  a  printed  or  written 
notice  to  a  subscriber,  stating  the  amount  due  on  his  sub- 
scription ;   which  notice  shall  be  attached  to  the  margin 
of  the  newspaper,  and  the  postmaster  who  delivers  the 
paper  shall  charge  for  such  notice  the  same  postage  as 
for  a  newspaper. 

Sec.  14.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Post- 
master General  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  allow      Postmas- 
to  e^ch  postmaster,  such  commission  on  the  postages  by  niiTsionron 
him  collected,  as  shall  be  adequate  to  his  services  and  letter  post- 
expenses  :    Provided^  That  his  commission  shall  not  age- 
exceed  the  following  several  rates  on  the  amount  re- 
ceived in  one  quarter,  viz  : 

On  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  thirty 
per  cent. 

On  any  sum  over  and  above  the  first  hundred  dollars, 
and  not  exceeding  four  hundred  dollars,  twenty-five  per 
cent. 

On  any  sum  over  and  above  the  first  four  himdredj 


Id 

and  not  exceeding  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollarsv 
twenty  per  cent. 

On  any  sum  over  and  above  the  first  two  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars,  eight  per  cent. — 

Except  to  the  postmasters  who  may  ])e  employed  in 
receiving  and  despatching  foreign  mails,  whose  compen- 
sation  may  be  augmented,  not  exceeding  twenty-fi.v0 
dollars  in  one  quarter;  and  excepting  to  the  postmasters 
Who  rise  at  ^i  ofiices  where  the  mail  is  regularly  to  arrive  between 
'"^^^*  the  hours  of  nine  o'clock  at  night  and  five  o'clock  in 

the  morning,  whose  commission  on  the   first  hundred 
dollars,  collected  in  one  quarter,  may  be  increased  to  a 
sum  not  exceeding  fifty  per  cent.     The  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral may  allow  to  the  postmasters,  respectively,  a  com- 
On  new  pa-  missiou  of  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  moneys  arising  from 
perpostage.  the  postage  of  newspapers,  magazines,  and  pamphlets  ; 
and  to  the  postmasters  whose  compensation  shall  not 
exceed  five  hundred  dollars  in  one  quarter,  two  cents 
On  free  let-  f^^,  every  free  letter,  delivered  out  of  the  office,  except- 
ing such  as  are  for  the  postmaster  himself;   and  each 
Mail  Reo-is-  postmaster,  who  shall  be  required  to  keep  a  register  of 
tar,  the  arrival  and  departure  of  the  mails,  shall  be  allowed 

ten  cents  for  each  monthly  return  which  he  makes 
thereof  to  the  General  Post  Office.  The  Postmaster  Ge- 
nera! may  allow  to  the  postmaster  at  New  Orleans,  at 
the  rate  of  eight  hundred  dollars  a  year  in  addition  to 
his  ordinary  commissions.  The  Postmaster  General  is 
hereby  authorized  to  allow  to  the  postmaster  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  in  addition  to  the  allowance  made  by 
this  act,  for  postage  coUe(itedand  for  free  letters  received 
by  him  for  delivery,  a  commission  of  five  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  of  mails  distributed  at  his  office  :  Provided^ 
Proviso.  nevertheless^  That  the  whole  annual  emolument  of  the 
said  postmaster,  including  the  extra  compensation  of 
eio;ht  hundred  dollars  Vi^hich  is  hereby  allowed  him, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  forty- 
first  section  of  this  a,ct. 

Sec.  15.  And:  beit  further  enacted^  That  every  letter 
Ship  Let-  or  packet,  brought  into  the  United  States,  or  carried  from 
^®^'^*  one  port  therein  to  another,  in  any  private  ship  or  ves- 

sel, shall  be  charged  with  six  cents,  if  delivered  at  the 
post  office  where  the  same  shall  arrive ;  and  if  destined 
to  be  conveyed,  by  post,  to  any  place,  with  two  cents- 
added  to  the  ordinary  rates  of  postage. 


H 

;1Sec.  16.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That,  if  any  post- 
■master,  or  other  person,  authorized  by  the  Postmaster  Ule.ofal  rates 
General  to  receive  the  postacre  of  letters,  shall  fraiidu-  ^l  f^^J''^'^^' 

-  .      ^  ^  -  .01  lewurcis. 

lently  demand  or  receive  any  rate  of  posta2:e,  or  gratuity, 
or  reward,  other  than  is  provided  by  this  act  for  the 
postas^e  of  letters  or  packets,  on  conviction  tliereof,  he 
shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted^    That  no  ship 
or  vessel,  arrivinsf  at  any  port  within  the  United  States  Masters  of 
where  a  post  office  is  established,  shall  be  permitted  to  j^.^^®!".^^. 
report,  make  entry,  or  break  bulk,  until  the  master  or  ters/' 
commander  shall  have  delivered  to  the  postmaster  all 
letters  directed  to  any  person  or  persons  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  which,  under  his 
care,  or  within  his  power,  shall  be  brought  in  such  ship 
or  vessel,  except  such  as  are  directed  to  the  ov/ner  o"r 
consignee  of  the  ship  or  vessel.     And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  collector,  or  other  officer  of  the  port  empow- 
ered to  receive  entries  of  ships  or  vessels,  to  require,  from 
every  master  or  commander  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  an 
oath  or  affirmation,  purporting  that  he  has  delivered  all 
such  letters,  except  as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  any  commander 
or  master  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  break  bulk 
before  he  shall  have  complied  with  the  requirements  of 
this  act,  every  such  offender  shall,  on  conviction  thereof, 
forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  18,  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  post- 
master to  whom  such  letters  may  be  delivered,  shall  pay  '^wo  cents 
the  master  or  commander,  or  other  person  delivering  the  '^*^'^* 
same,  except  the  commanders  of  foreign  packets,  two 
cents  for  each  letter  or  packet ;  and  shall  obtain  from  the 
person  delivering  the  same,  a  certificate,  specifying  the 
number  of  letters  and  packets,  with  the  name  of  the  ship 
or  vessel,  and  the  place  from  whence  she  last  sailed; 
which  certificate,  together  with  a  receipt  for  the  money, 
shall  be,  with  his  quarterly  accounts,  transmitted  to  the 
Postmaster  General,  who  shall  credit  him  with  the 
amount. 

Sec.  19.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  no  stage  or  no  letters 
other  vehicle,  which  regularly  performs  trips  on  a  post  to  be  cam- 
road,  or  on  a  road  parallel  to  it,  shall  convey  letters  ;  nor  ^^  <•"  p»st 
shall  any  packet  boat  or  other  vessel,  which  regularly  ep^i^^"*!^^'^^" 
jplies  on  a  water  declared  to  be  a  post  road,  except  such  or  wateii 
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Penalty. 


Way  letters 


One  cent  for 
each. 


Detaining-, 
delaying-, 
opening-,  or 
desiroying", 
any  letter, 
or  packet, 
he. 


as  relate  to  some  part  of  the  cargo.  For  the  violation  of 
this  provision,  the  owner  of  the  carriage,  or  other  vehicle, 
or  vessel,  shall  incur  the  penalty  of  fifty  dollars.  And 
the  person  who  has  charge  of  such  carriage,  or  other 
vehicle,  or  vessel,  may  be  prosecuted  under  this  section, 
and  the  property  in  his  charge  may  be  levied  on  and 
sold,  in  satisfaction  of  the  penalty,  and  costs  of  suit ; 
Provided,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  one  to  send 
letters  by  special  messenger. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  deputy 
postmasters,  and  other  agents  of  the  Postmaster  General^ 
shall  duly  account,  and  answer  to  him,  for  all  way  let- 
ters which  shall  come  to  their  hands  ;  and  for  this  pur^ 
pose,  the  post  riders,  and  other  carriers  of  the  mail,  re- 
ceiving any  way  letter  or  letters,  (and  it  shall  be  their 
duty  to  receive  them,  if  presented  more  than  one  mile 
from  a  post  office,)  shall  deliver  the  same,  together 
with  the  postage,  if  paid,  at  the  first  post  office  to  which 
they  shall  afterwards  arrive  ;  where  the  postmaster  shall 
duly  enter  the  same,  and  specify  the  number,  and  rate 
or  rates,  in  the  post  bill,  adding  to  the  rate  of  each  way 
letter  one  cent,  which  shall  be  paid  by  the  postmaster  to 
the  mail  carrier  from  whom  such  way  letters  shall  h% 
received. 

Sec.  21.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
son employed  in  any  of  the  departments  of  the  Post 
Office  establishment,  shall  unlawfully  detain,  delay,  or 
open,  any  letter,  packet,  has: 


which  he  shall  be  entrusted, 


Penalty. 


,  or  mail  of  letters,  with 
^  or  v/hich  shall  have  come 
to  his  possession,  and  which  are  intended  to  be  convey- 
ed by  post ;  or,  if  any  such  person  shall  secrete,  embez- 
zle, or  destroy,  any  letter  or  packet  entrusted  to  such 
person  as  aforesaid,  and  which  shall  not  contain  any  se- 
curity for,  or  assurance  relating  to  money,  as  hereinafter 
described,  every  such  offender,  being  thereof  duly  con- 
victed, shall,  for  every  such  offence,  be  fined,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  hundred  dollars,,  or  imprisoned,  not  ex- 
ceeding six  months,  or  both,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances and  aggravations  of  the  otTence.  And  if  any 
person,  employed  as  aforesaid,  shall  secrete,  embezzle, 
or  destroy,  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters, 
with  which  he  or  she  shall  be  entrusted,  or  which  shall 
have  come  to  his  or  her  possession,  and  are  intended  to 
be  conveyed  by  post,  containing  any  bank  note  or  bank 
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post  bill,  bill  of  exchange,  warrant  of  the  Treasury  of    H'  cantaiii- 
the  United  States,  note  of  assignment  of  stock  in  the '''^^  "'°'^^'^' 
funds,  letters  of  attorney  for  receivint^  annuities  or  divi- 
dends, or  for  sellino-  stock  in  the  funds,  or  receivins:  the 
interest  thereof,  or  any  letter  of  credit,  or  note  for,  or 
relating  to,  payment  of  moneys,  or  any  bond,  or  war- 
rant, draft,  bill,  or  promissory  note,  covenant,  contract, 
or  agreement,  whatsoever,  for,  or  relating  to,  tlie  pay- 
ment of  money,  or  the  delivery  of  any  article  of  value, 
or  the  performance  of  any  act,  matter,  or  thing,  or  any 
receipt,  release,  acquittance,  or  discharge  of,  or  from, 
any  debt,  covenant,  or  demand,  or  any  part  thereof,  or 
any  copy  of  any  record  of  any  judgment,  or  decree,  in 
any  court  of  law,  or  chancery,  or  any  execution  which 
may  have  issued  thereon,  or  any  copy  of  any  other  re- 
•cord,  or  any  other  article  of  value,  or  any  writing  repre- 
senting the  same;  or  if  any  such  person,  employed  as 
aforesaid,  shall  steal,  or  take,  any  of  the  same  out  of  any  stealing, 
letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters,  that  shall  come  to  ^^' 
his  or  her  possession,  such  person  shall,  on  conviction 
for  any  such  offence,  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  ten  penalty  to 
years,  nor  exceeding  twenty-one  years  ;  and  if  any  per-  those  in 
son  who  shall  have  taken  charge  of  the  mails  of  the  ^"^t  office 
United  States,  shall  quit  or  desert  the  same  before  such  ^"^P;°>" 
person  delivers  it  into  the  post  office  kept  at  the  tormina-  ^  .,  . 
tion  01  the  route,  or  some  known  mail  carrier,  or  agent  deserting 
of  the  General  Post  Office,  authorized  to  receive  the  the  mail, 
same,  every  such  person,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and 
rpay  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  for  every 
such  offence  ;  and  if  any  person  concerned  in  carrying  Penalty, 
the  mail  of  the  United  States,  shall  collect,  receive,  or 
■carry  any  letter,  or  packet,  or  shall  cause  or  procure  the  ^^^p  carri- 
same  to  be  done,  contrary  to  this  act,  every  such  offend-  T^'  penalty 

-  •'  tor  Ciiri'vins" 

~er  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  fox  :every  such  offence,  a  sum  letters. 
not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  22.  Aiid  be  it  fw'ther  enacted^  That  if  any  per- 
son shall  rob  any  carrier  of  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  Robbing  th© 
or  other  person  entrusted  therewith,  of  such  mail,  or  of  "'^^^* 
part  thereof,  such  offender  or  offenders  shall,  on  convic- 
tion, be  imprisoned  not  less  than  five  years,  nor  exceed-  Penalty, 
ing  ten  years  ;  and,  if  convicted  a  second  time  of  a  like 
offence,  he  or  they  shall  suffer  death  ;  or,  if,  in  effecting 
such  robbery  of  the  mail,  the  first  time,  the  offender  shall 
wound  the  person  having  custody  thereof,  or  put  his  life 
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in  jeopardy,  by  the  use  of  dangerous  weapons,  such  o^ 
fender  or  offenders  shall  suffer  death.     And  if  any  per- 
Attempting  SOU  shall  attempt  to  rob  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  by 
to  rob.         assaultino-  the  person  having  custody  thereof,  shooting 
at  him  or  his  horse  or  mule,  or  threatenino-  him  with 
dangerous  weapons,   and  the  robbery  is  not  effected, 
every  such  offender,  on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  imprisonment,  not  less  than  two  years,  nor  ex- 
stealinjr  the  ceeding  ten  years.     And,  if  any  person  shall  steal  the 
mail, or  from  j^iail,  or  shall  Steal  or  take  from,  or  out  of,  any  mail,  or 
cmhezzi'in^  from,  or  out  of,  any  post  office,  any  letter  or  packet ;  or, 
he.  ^*  if  any  person  shall  take  the  mail,  or  any  letter  or  packet 

therefrom,  or  from  any  post  office,  whether  with  or  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  person  having  custody  thereof, 
and  shall  open,  embezzle,  or  destroy,  any  such  mail,  let- 
ter, or  packet,  the  same  containing  any  article  of  value, 
or  evidence  of  any  debt,  due,  demand,  right  or  claim,  or 
any  release,  receipt,  acquittance,  or  discharge,  or  any 
other  article,  paper,  or  thing,  mentioned  and  described  in 
the  twenty-first  section  of  this  act ;  or,  if  any  person 
shall,  by  fraud  or  deception,  obtain  from  any  person  hav- 
ing custody  thereof,  any  mail,  letter  or  packet,  contain- 
ing any  article  of  value,  or  evidence  thereof,  or  either  of 
the  writings  referred  to,  or  next  abovementioned,  such 
offender  or  offenders,  on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  im- 
Pcndty.       prisoned,  not  less  than  two,  nor  exceeding  ten  years. 
And,  if  any  person  shall  take  any  letter  or  packet,  not 
containing  any  article  of  value,  nor  evidence  thereof,  out 
Opening,      of  a  post  ofiice,  or  shall  open  any  letter,  or  packet,  which 
prying- into,  gj-^f^n  have  been  in  a  post  office,  or  in  custody  of  a  mail 
in^'-'^rette^rsl   Carrier,  before  it  shall  have  been  delivered  to  the  person, 
to  whom  it  is  directed,  with  a  design  to  obstruct  the  cor- 
respondence, to  pry  into  another's  business,  or  secrets  ;  or 
shall  secrete,  embezzle,  or  destroy,  any  such  mail,  letter, 
or  packet,  such  offender,  upon  conviction,  shall  pay,  for 
Penalty.       every  such  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  be  imprisoned,  not  exceeding  twelvemonths. 
Sec.  23.  A?id  be  it  farther  enacted,  That,  if  anyper^ 
Cutting  or  SOU  shall  rip,  cut,  tear,  burn,  or  otherwise  injure,  any 
destroying  ^  valisc,  portmanteau,  or  other  bag,  used,  or  designed  to 
ftortman-  °^*  ^®  used,  by  any  person  acting  under  the  authority  of  the 
t©au3.  Postmaster  General,  or  any  person  in  whom  his  powers 

are  vested,  in  a  conveyance  of  any  mail,  letter,  packet  or 
newspaper,  or  pamphlet,  or  shall  draw  or  break  any  stm- 
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pie,  or  loosen  any  part  of  any  lock,  chain,  or  strap,  at-    Loosening 

tached  to,  or  belonging  to  any  such  valise,  portmanteau,  o/Vck  ^ic 

Or  bag,  with  an  intent  to  rob,  or  steal  any  mail,  letter, 

packet,  newspaper,  or  pamphlet,  or  to  render  either  of 

the  same  insecure,  every  such  offender,  upon  conviction, 

shall,  for  every  such  offence,  pay  a  sum  not  less  than 

one  hundred  dollars,  nor  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  ^^"^^^7" 

or  be  imprisoned,  not  less  than  one  year,  nor  exceeding 

three  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom 

such  conviction  is  had. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  per- 
son, who,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  Aiders  an^ 
procure,  and  advise,  or  assist,  in  the  doing  or  perpetra-  abettors, - 
tion  of  any  of  the  acts  or  crimes  by  this  act  forbidden, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  same  penalties  and  punishments 
as  the  persons  are  subject  to,  who  shall  actually  do  or 
perpetrate  any  of  the  said  acts  or  crimes,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  per- 
son who  shall  be  imprisoned,  by  a  judgment  of  court, 
Tinder'  and  by  virtue  of  the  twenty-first,  twenty-second, 
twenty-third,  or  twenty-fourth  sections  of  ihis  act,  shall 
be  kept  at  haird  labor  during  the  period  of  such  impris- 
onment. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  post- 
masters shall,  respectively,  publish,  at  the  expiration  of    Advertl- 
every  three  months,  or  oftener,  when  the  Postmaster  ^'"S" 'etiers^ 
General  shall  so  direct,  in  one  of  the  newspapers  pub-  ^^ 
lished  at  or  nearest  the  place  of  his  residence,  for  three 
successive  weeivs,  a  list  of  all  the  letters  remaining;-  in 
their  respective  offices,  or  instead  thereof,  shall  make  out 
a  number  of  such  lists,  and  cause  them  to  be  posted  at 
such  public  places  in  their  vicinity,  as  shall  appear  to  them 
best  adapted  for  the  information  of  the  parties  concern- 
ed; and  at  the  expiration  of  the  next  three  months,  shall 
send  such  of  the  said  letters  as  then  remain  on  hand,  as 
dead  letters,  to  the  General  Post  Office,  where  the  same      DesidUu 
shall  be  opened  and  inspected ;  and  if  any  valuable  pa-  *^"' 
pers,  or  matters  of  consequence,  shall  be  found  therein, 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  return 
such  letter  to  the  writer  thereof,  or  cause  a  descriptive 
list  thereof  to  be  inserted  in  one  of  the  newspapers  pub- 
lished at  the  place  most  convenient  to  the  supposed  resi- 
dence of  the  owner,  if  within  the  United  States ;  and 
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sirch  letter,  and  the  contents,  shall  be  preserved,  to  be 
delivered  to  the  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  ad- 
dressed, upon  payment  of  the  postage,  and  the  expense 
of  publication.  And  if  such  letter  contain  money,  the 
Postmaster  General  may  appropriate  it  to  the  use  of  the 
Department,  keeping  an  account  thereof,  and  the  amount 
shall  be  paid  by  the  Department  to  the  rightful  claimant 
so  soon  as  he  shall  be  found. 

Sec.  27.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  letters  and 
Free  letters,  packets  to  and  from  the  following  officers  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  received  and  conveyed  by  post  free  of 
postage  :  Each  postmaster,  provided  each  of  his  letters  or 
officers  en  packets  shall  not  exceed  half  an  ounce  in  weight ;  each 
titled  to  member  of  the  Senate,  and  each  member  and  del  estate  of 
frank.  ^^yq  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 

ted States  ;  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  provided  each  letter  or  packet 
(except  documents  pdnted  by  the  order  of  either  House 
of  Congress,)  shall  not  exceed  two  ounces  in  weight, 
and  during  their  actual  attendance  in  any  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  sixty  days  before  and  after  such  session,  and 
in  case  of  excess  of  weight,  that  excess  alone  shall  be 
paid  for;  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Vice  Presi- 
dent; the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War, 
of  the  Navy ;  Attorney  Greneral ;  Postmaster  General, 
and  the  Assistant  Postmasters  General;  the  Comptrol- 
lers of  the  Treasury,  Auditors,  Register,  Treasurer,  and 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  ;  and  such  in- 
dividual who  shall  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States;  and  each  may  receive  news- 
^^         .      papers  by  post,  free  of  postage:  Provided^  That  post- 
papers.   '   '  masters  shall  not  receive,  free  of  postage,  more  than  one 
daily  newspaper  each,  or  what  is  equivalent  thereto;  nor 
shall  members  of  the  Senate,  or  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, the  Clerk  of  the  House,  or  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  receive  newspapers,  free  of  postage,  after  their 
privilege  of  franking  shall  cease. 
t^erson'j        Sec.  28.  And  1)3  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
entitled  to    gon  shall  frank  any  letter  or  letters,  other  than  those 
frank,  not    ^^j.j^|;qj^  ^^y  himself,  or  by  his  order  on  the  business  of 

to  frank  lor  •'  ,     n  ^       ■     ■  ,  ^  r.  t* 

others.         his  oince,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  pay  a  line  oi 
Penalty.       ten  dollars,  and  it  shall  be  the  especial  duty  of  postmas- 
ters to  prosecute  for  said  offence :  Provided,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Secretary  of  State,  Secretary 
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t)f  War,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, may  frank  letters  or  packets  on  official  business,  pre- 
pared in  any  other  public  office,  in  the  absence  of  the 
principal  thereof.     And  if  any  person,  having  the  right 
to  receive  his  letters  free  of  postage,  shall  receive,  en-  Letters  en- 
closed to  him,  any  letter  or  packet  addressed  to  a  person  f^^^^^^ 
not  having  that  right,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  return  the  ^^^  ^  ^^^* 
same  to  the  post  office,  marking  thereon  the  place  from 
whence  it  came,  that  it  may  be  charged  with  postage. 
And  if  any  person  shall  counterfeit  the  hand-writing  or  counterfeit 
frank  of  any  person,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  done,  in  ing  franks, 
order  to  avoid  the  payment  of  postage,  each  person,  so 
offending,  shall  pay,  for  every  such  offence,  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  prin-     Printers' 
ter  of  newspapers  may  send  one  paper  to  each  and  every  exchange 
other  printer  of  newspapers^  within  the  United  States,  P^P^"  ^^^* 
free  of  postage,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Postmas- 
ter General  shall  provide. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  news-     Newspa- 
papers  conveyed  in  the  mail,  shall  be  under  cover,  oper^  P®*"^* 
at  one  end,  and  charged  with  a  postage  of  one  cent  each,  P°*^ff®* 
for  any  distance  not  more  than  one  hundred  miles,  and 
one  and  a  half  cents  for  any  greater  distance :  Prmi- 
ded^  That  the  postage  of  a  single  newspaper  from  any 
one  place  to  another,  in  the  same  State,  shall  not  exceed 
one  cent ;  and  the  Postmaster  General  shall  require  those 
who  receive   newspapers  by  post,  to  pay  always  the 
amount  of  one  quarter's  postage  in  advcuice :  and  should   Paid  in  ad- 
the  publisher  of  any  newspaper,  after  being  i^ree  months  ^'^"^e. 
previously  notified  that  his  paper  is  not  taMn  out  of  the   When  sold 
office  to  which  it  is  sent  for  delivery,  continue  to  forward  ^'°*"  postage, 
such  paper  in  the  mail,  the  postmaster  to  whose  office 
such  paper  is  sent,  may  dispose  of  the  same,  for  the 
postage,  unless  the  publisher  shall  pay  it.     If  any  per-  . 

son  employed  in  any  department  of  the  post  office,  shall  embezzlinf* 
improperly  detain,  delay,  embezzle,  or  destroy,  any  news-  or  destroy- ' 
paper,  or  shall  permit  any  other  person  to  do  the  like.  »ng  them, 
or  shall  open,  or  permit  any  other  to  open,  any  mail,  or 
packet,  of  newspapers,  not  directed  to  the  office  where 
he  is  employed,  such  offender  shall,  on  conviction  there- 
of, forfeit  a  sum  not  exeeeding  fifty  dollars,  for  every  such  Penaltj. 
offence.    And  if  any  other  person  shall  open  any  mail 
or  packet  of  newspapers,  or  shall  embezzle  or  destl-oy 
3 
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the  same,  not  being  directed  to  such  person,  or  not  being 
authorized  to  receive  or  open  the  same,  such  offender 
shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty  dollars,  for  every  such  offence.  And  if  any  per- 
steaVmg  son  shall  take,  or  steal,  any  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  news- 
them.  papers,  from,  or  out  of  any  post  office,  or  from  any  per- 

son having  custody  thereof,  such  person  shall,  on  con- 
viction, be  imprisoned,  not  exceeding  three  months,  for 
every  such  offence,  to  be  kept  at  hard  labor  during  the 
period  of  such  imprisonment.    If  any  person  shall  en- 
p    ,   .     close  or  conceal  a  letter,  or  other  thing,  or  any  memo- 
in  them**!"^  randum  in  writing,  in  a  newspaper,  pamphlet,  or  maga- 
ters,  &c.  or  zine,  or  in  any  package  of  newspapers,  pamphlets,  or 
writing  on    magazines,  or  make  any  writing  or  memorandum  there- 
^  ®'"'  on,  which  he  shall  have  delivered  into  any  post  office, 

or  to  any  person  for  that  purpose,  in  order  that  the  same 
may  be  carried  by  post,  free  of  letter  postage,  he  shall 
Penalty.      forfeit  the  sum  of  five  dollars  for  every  such  offence ; 
and  the  letter,  newspaper,  package,  memorandum,  or 
other  thing,  shall  not  he  delivered  to  the  person  to  whom 
it  is  directed,  until  the  amount  of  single  letter  postage  is 
paid  for  each  article  of  which  the  package  is  composed. 
No  newspapers  shall  be  received  by  the  postmasters,  to 
To  be  dried  be  conveyed  by  post,  unless  they  are  sufficiently  dried, 
f"^  """"•     and  enclosed  in  proper  wrappers,  on  which,  besides  the 
^^    *         direction,  shall  bo  noted  the  number  of  papers  which 
are  enclosed  for  subscribers,  and  the  number  for  printers : 
Provided^  That  the  number  need  not  be  endorsed,  if 
the  publisher  shall  agree  to  furnish  the  postmaster,  at 
the  close  of  each  quarter,  a  certified  statement  of  the 
number  of  papers  sent  in  the  mail,  chargeable  with  post- 
Privilcire  to  ^»®'     ^^^  Postmaster  General,  in  any  contract  he  may 
mail  carri-    enter  into  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail,  may  authorize 
era  to  carry  thep  erson  with  whom  such  contract  is  to  be  made,  to  carry 
newspapers  newspapers,  magazines  and  pamphlets,  other  than  those 
ProTiso.       conveyed  in  the  mail:  Provided^  That  no  preference 
shall  be  given  to  the  publisher  of  one  newspaper  over 
Periodical  ^^^  ^^  another,  in  the  same  place.     When  the  mode  of 
magazines    conveyance,  and  the  size  of  the  mail  will  admit  of  it, 
and  pamph-  such  magazines  and  pamphlets  as  are  published  periodi- 
^^^8'  cally,  may  be  transported  in  the  mail,  to  subscribers,  at 

Postage.  one  and  a  half  cents  a  sheet,  for  any  distance  not  exceed- 
Not  period-  ^"S  ^"®  hundred  miles,  and  two  and  a  half  cents  for  any 
iea!.  greater  distance.    And  such  magazines  and  pamphlets 


19 

as  are  not  published  periodically,  if  sent  in  the  mail, 
shall  be  charged  with  a  postage  of  four  cents  on  each 
sheet,  for  any  distance  not  exceeding  one  hundred  miles, 
and  six  cents  for  any  greater  distance. 

Sec.  31.  Andbeit/urtherenactedjThaX^if  anyipost-  Delinquent 
master,  or  other  person  authorized  to  receive  the  postage  postmaster* 
of  letters  and  packets,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  render 
his  accounts,  and  pay  over  to  the  Postmaster  General  the 
balance  by  him  due,  at  the  end  of  every  three  months, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  cause 
a  suit  to  be  commenced  against  the  person  or  persons  so  To  be  sued, 
neglecting  or  refusing:  That  all  suits,  which  shall  be 
hereafter  commenced,  for  the  recovery  of  debts  or  balan- 
ces due  to  the  General  Post  Office,  whether  they  appear 
by  bond  or  obligations,  made  in  the  name  of  the  existing, 
or  any  preceding  Postmaster  General,  or  otherwise,  shall 
be  instituted  in  the  name  of  the  "Postmaster  General  of 
the  United  States."     That  certified  statements,  under  the  Accounts  to 
seal  of  the  General  Post  Office,  of  the  accounts  of  the  undeTs^lf 
several  postmasters  and  contractors,  after  the  same  shall 
have  been  examined  and  adjusted  at  that  office,  shall  be 
admitted  as  evidence  in  all  suits  brought  by  the  Post- 
master General  for  the  recovery  of  balances  or  debts  due 
from  postmasters  or  contractors ;  and  also  certified  copies 
of  the  quarterly  accounts  of  postmasters ;  or,  if  lodged 
in  the  Treasury,  copies,  certified  by  the  Register,  under 
the  seal  of  his  office,  shall  be  admitted  as  evidence. 

Sec.  32.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any  post-  Ptnalty  fiw 
master  shall  neglect  to  render  his  accounts  for  one  month  ^®*^"^^^' 
after  the  time,  and  in  the  form  and  manner  prescribed  by 
law,  and  by  the  Postmaster  General's  instructions,  con- 
formable therewith,  he  shall  forfeit  double  the  value  of 
the  postages  which  shall  have  arisen  at  the  same  office 
in  any  equal  portion  of  time  previous  or  subsequent 
thereto ;  or,  in  case  no  account  shall  have  been  rendered 
at  the  time  of  trial  of  such  case,  then  such  sum  as  the 
court  and  jury  shall  estimate,  equivalent  thereto,  to  be 
recovered  by  the  Postmaster  General,  in  an  action  of 
debt,  on  the  bond  against  the  postmaster  and  his  securi- 
ties, and  for  which  the  securities  shall  be  liable. 

Sec.  33.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  pecu-  Of  anes. 
niary  penalties  and  forfeitures,  incurred  under  this  act, 
shall  be  one  half  for  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons 
informing  and  prosecuting  for  the  same,  and  the  other 
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half  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  paid 
over  to  the  Postmaster  General,  and  accounted  for  by 
him  as  other  moneys  of  the  Department. 

Sec.  34.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  make  provision, 
where  it  may  be  necessary,  for  the  receipt  of  all  letters 
and  packets  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel beyond  sea,  or  from  any  port  in  the  United  States  to 
another  port  therein;  and  the  letters  so  received  shall  be 
formed  into  a  mail,  sealed  up,  and  directed  to  the  post- 
master of  the  port  to  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be 
bound ;  and  for  every  letter  or  packet  so  received,  there 
shall  be  paid,  at  the  time  of  its  reception,  a  postage  of 
one  cent,  which  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  postmasters 
respectively  receiving  the  same.  And  the  Postmaster 
General  may  make  arrangements  with  the  postmasters 
in  any  foreign  country,  for  the  remprocal  receipt  and  de- 
livery of  letters  and  packets  through  the  post  oiRce. 

Sec.  35.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  post- 
masters, postriders,  and  drivers  of  the  mail  stages,  shall 
be  exempt  from  militia  duties,  and  serving  on  juries,  or 
any  fine  or  penalty  for  neglect  thereof. 

Sec.  36.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  letter  car- 
riers shall  be  employed  at  such  post  offices  as  the  Post- 
master General  shall  direct,  for  the  delivery  of  letters  in 
the  places,  respectively,  where  such  post  offices  are  es- 
tablished ;  and,  for  the  delivery  of  each  such  letter,  the 
letter  carrier  may  receive,  of  the  person  to  whom  the  de- 
livery is  made,  two  cents :  Provided,  That  no  letter 
shall  be  delivered  to  such  letter  carrier  for  delivery,  ad- 
dressed to  any  person  who  shall  have  lodged  at  the  post 
office  a  written  request  that  the  letter  shall  be  detained 
in  the  office.  And,  for  every  letter  lodged  at  any  post 
o:Sce,  not  to  be  carried  by  post,  but  to  be  delivered  at  the 
place  where  it  is  so  lodged,  the  postmaster  shall  receive 
one  cent  of  the  person  to  whom  it  shall  be  delivered. 

Sec.  37.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  causes 
of  action  arising  under  this  act,  may  be  sued,  and  all  of- 
fenders against  this  act,  may  be  prosecuted,  before  the 
justices  of  the  peace,  magistrates,  or  other  judicial  courts 
of  the  several  States,  and  of  the  several  Territories  of 
the  United  States,  they  having  competent  jurisdiction,  by 
the  laws  of  such  States  or  Territories,  to  the  trial  of 
claims  and  demands  of  as  great  value,  and  of  the  pros- 
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ecutions,  where  tlie  punishments  are  of  as  great  extent ; 
and  such  justices,  magistrates,  or  judiciary,  shall  take 
cognizance  thereof,  and  proceed  to  judgment  and  execu- 
tion, as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  38.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  all  suits  "^J^^^^^^^ 
or  causes  arising  under  this  act,  the  court  shall  proceed   ^^^  ^^^^' 
to  trial,  and  render  judgment  the  first  term  after  such  suit 
shall  be  commenced :  Provided,  always,  That,  when- 
ever service  of  the  process  shall  not  have  been  made 
twenty  days,  at  least,  previous  to  the  return  day  of  such  ppovigog. 
term,  the  defendant  shall  be  entitled  to  one  continuance, 
if  the  court,  on  the  statement  of  such  defendant,  shall 
judge  it  expedient :  Provided  also,  That,  if  the  defend- 
ant in  such  suits  shall  make  affidavit  that  he  has  a  claim 
against  the  General  Post  Office,  not  allowed  by  the  Post- 
master General,  although  submitted  to  him  conformably 
to  the  regulations  of  the  Post  Office,  and  shall  specify 
such  claim  in  the  affidavit,  and  that  he  could  not  be  pre- 
pared for  the  trial  at  such  term,  for  want  of  evidence, 
the  court,  in  such  case,  being  satisfied  in  those  respects, 
may  grant  a  continuance  until  the  next  succeeding  term; 
and  the  Postmaster  General  shall  be  authorized  to  dis-  postmaster 
charge  from  imprisonment  any  person  confined  in  jail,  General 
on  any  judgment  in  a  civil  case,  obtained  in  behalf  of  the  "J^^  ^^K 
Department :  Provided,  It  be  made  to  appear  that  the  prismi. 
defendant  has  no  property  of  any  description :  And  'pro-  provisos. 
vided,  That  such  release  shall  not  bar  a  subsequent  exe- 
cution against  the  property  of  the  defendant. 

Sec.  39.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be    Post  roads 
the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  report,  annually,  ^9^  produ- 
to  Congress,  every  post  road  which  shall  not,  after  the  Ih^^?**^" 
second  year  from  its  establishmeiit,  have  produced  one- 
third  of  the  expense  of  carrying  the  mail  on  the  same. 

Sec.  40.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Adju-     Adjutant 
tant  General  of  the  militia  of  each  State  and  Territory  Central  of 
shall  have  a  right  to  receive,  by  mail,  free  of  postage,  ^^^^^^'^ 
from  any  Major  General  or  Brigadier  General  thereof, 
and  to  transmit  to  said  Generals,  any  letter  or  packet, 
relating  solely  to  the  militia  of  such  State  or  Territory :  p^^ 
Provided,  always,  That  every  such  officer,  before  he 
delivers  any  such  letter  or  package  for  transmission, 
shall,  in  his  own  proper  hand  writing,  on  the  outside 
thereof,  endorse  the  nature  of  the  papers  enclosed,  and 
thereto  subscribe  his  name  and  office,  and  shall  previous- 
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ly  furnish  the  postmaster  of  the  office  where  he  shall  de- 
porit  the  same,  with  a  specimen  of  his  signature.  And 
Penalty.  if  any  such  officer  shall  frank  any  letter  or  package,  in 
which  shall  be  contained  any  thing  relative  to  any  sub- 
ject other  than  of  the  militia  of  such  State  or  Territory, 
every  offender  shall,  on  conviction  of  every  such  offence,, 
forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  41.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  whenever 
Surplus  of  the  annual  emoluments  of  any  postmaster,  after  deduct- 
Postmas-      jjjor  therefrom  the  necessary  expenditures  incident  to  his 
ments  over*  ^^^®?  ^^^^^  amount  to  more  than  two  thousand  dollars, 
$2,ojo  per  the  surplus  shall  be  accounted  for,  and  paid  to  the  Post- 
annum,        master  General,  and  by  him  to  be  accounted  for  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  moneys  accruing  from  the  Post 
Office  establishment. 

Sec.  42.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  post- 
Postmas-  master,  assistant  postmaster,  or  clerk,  employed  m  any 
ters,  &c.n  t  p^g^  office,  shall  be  a  contractor,  or  concerned  in  a  con- 
tracrors!""    ^^^^^  ^^^  carrying  the  mail :  Provided,  That  this  section 
shall  not  interfere  with  contracts  heretofore  made. 
Sec.  43.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  addi- 
I  creciseof  tional  allowance  shall  be  made,  by  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
pay  of  con-  eral,  to  the  contractor  or  carrier  of  any  mail,  on  any 
*r-^\°  d  ^^'   ^^^^®5  ^^®^  ^^  beyond  the  amount  stipulated  in  the  con- 
tract entered  into  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  on 
such  route,  unless  additional  service  shall  be  required ; 
and  then  no  additional  compensation  shall  be  allowed, 
to  exceed  the  exact  proportion  of  the  original  amount 
to  the  additional  duties  required ;  and  the  Postmaster 
General  shall,  in  all  such  cases,  within  thirty  days  there- 
after, transmit  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
an  account  of  such  additional  services,  and  the  compen- 
sation to  be  allowed  therefor. 

Sec.  54.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any  person  or 
Proposers  persons,  who  shall  hereafter  make  any  proposal  in  wri- 
for contracts  ting,  to  Carry  or  transport  the  mail  upon  any  route  or 
who  dn  not  routes,  which  may  be  advertised  to  be  let,  and  such  per- 
comply.        gQj^  Qj,  persons  shall  be  determined  by  the  Postmaster 
General  tj  be  entitled  to  the  contract,  by  virtue  of  such 
proposition,  and  such  person  -ox  persons  shall  fail  or  re- 
fuse to  enter  into  an  obligation,  with  good  and  sufficient 
securit]^,  to  perform  such  contract  within  the  time  re- 
quired by  the  Postmaster  General,  in  such  advertise- 
ment, such  person  or  persons  shall  forfeit  and  pay  so 
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much  money  as  shall  be  the  difference  between  the 
amount  contained  in  such  proposal,  and  the  amount  the  ^^^^^^^^^ 
Postmaster  General  shall  have  to  pay  for  the  same  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  on  such  route  or  routes ;  which 
sum  may  be  recovered  by  the  Postmaster  General  in  an 
action  on  the  case. 

Sec  45.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  per-    Aiders  and 
son  shall  buy,  receive,  or  conceal,  or  aid  in  buyina:,  re-  zf^f^fu^ 
ceiv  ncr,  or  concealmg",  any  article  mentioned  m  the  twen-  bers. 
ty-first  section  of  this  act,  knowing  the  same  to  have  been 
stolen  or  embezzled  from  the  mail  of  the  United  States, 
or  out  of  any  post  office,  or  from  any  person  having  the 
custody  of  the  said  mail,  or  the  letters  sent  or  to  be  sent 
therein  ;  or  if  any  person  shall  be  accessory  after  the  fact 
to  any  robbery  of  the  carrier  of  the  mail  of  the  United 
States,  or  other  person  entrusted  therewith,  of  such  mail, 
or  of  part  thereof,  every  person,  so  offending,  shall,  on 
conviction  thereof,  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  thou-  Penalty, 
sand  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  and  confined  to  hard 
labor  for  any  time  not  exceeding  ten  years.     And  such 
person  or  persons,  so  offending,  may  be  tried  and  con- 
victed without  the  principal  offender  being  first  tried, 
provided  such  principal  offender  has  fled  from  justice, 
or  cannot  be  found  to  be  put  on  his  trial. 

Sec.  46.  Ayid  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts  and  Repeal  of 
parts  of  acts  which  have  been  passed  for  the  establish-  ^^'i"^®^  ^icts. 
ment  and  regulation  of  the  General  Post  Office,  shall  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed :  Provided,  That  the 
act,  entitled  "An  Atit  concerning  public  contracts,"  ap* 
proved  on  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight,  shall  not  be  affected  hereby,  but  shall 
remain  in  full  force  and  virtue :  And  provided,  also,  . 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  af- 
fect, or  extend  to,  any  offence  committed  against  the  laws, 
now  in  force,  intended  by  this  act  to  be  repealed ;  but 
the  same  shall  be  prosecuted,  and  determined,  and  pun* 
ished,  according  to  the  said  laws  ;  nor  to  affect  any  ex- 
isting contract,  or  debt,  or  demand,  due  to  or  from  the 
Department;  but  all  such  offences,  crimes,  debts,  duties, 
demands,  and  contracts,  shall  be  held  in  force,  and  ad- 
judged, determined,  and  executed,  according  to  the  pre- 
sent laws  in  force,  as  though  this  act  had  not  passed ; 
nor  shall  it  affect  any  appointments  to  office  made  under 
the  laws  hereby  repealed. 

[Approved,  March  3,  1825. 
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AN  ACT 

To  establish  certain  P6st  Roads,  and  to  discorrinue  others. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  post 
routes  which  hereafter,  within  the  term  of  three  succes- 
sive years,  fail  to  yield  one-fourth  of  the  expense  inci- 
dent to  its  establishment,  shall  be  disconi  *nued  by  the 
Postmaster  General,  unless  in  cases  where  .X  may  be  ne- 
cessary as  a  connection  or  continuance  c "  a  route  or 
Certain  post  routes  :  Provided^  also,  That  this  section  shall  not  be  so 
routes  to  be  construed  as  to  deprive  the  seat  of  justice,  in  each  county, 
discontin-     Qf  q^q  j^iail  going  to  and  from  said  town. 

[Approved,  March  3,  1825. 
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AN  ACT 

Amendatory  of  the  Act  regulating  the  Post  OfEce  Department. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  authorized 
to  allow  to  the  postmasters  at  the  several  distributing 
offices,  a  commission,  not  to  exceed  five  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  postage  on  letters  and  packets  received  for 
distribution.     The  allowance  to  commence  on  the  third 
of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-five  :  Provided^ 
Commission  That,  if  the  number  of  mails  received  at,  and  despatch- 
allowed  to   ed  f»:om,  any  such  office,  is  not  increased  by  the  distribu- 
postmasters  ting  system,  then  no  allowance  shall  be  made  therefor, 
this'^officel  except  where  special  provision  is  made. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Post- 
Proviso,       master  General  be  authorized  to  allow  to  each  postmas- 
ter one  cent  for  every  letter  received  from  any  ship  or 
vessel,  and  mailed  by  him,  Provided  his  usual  commis- 
sion, together  with  the  allowance  aforesaid,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  a  year.     And  the 
Allowance  letter  carriers  employed  at  post  offices  shall  be  author- 
for  ship  let-  ^^ed  to  receive  for  each  newspaper  delivered  by  them,  an 
and  mailed,  ^alf  cent,  and  no  more. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person, 
other  than  the  Postmaster  General,  or  his  authorized 
Letter  car-  agents,  shall  set  up  any  foot  or  horse  post,  for  the  cou- 
riers, veyance  of  letters  and  packets,  upon  any  post-road, 
which  is  or  may  be  established  as  such  by  law.    And 
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ererj  person  who  shall  offend  herein,  shall  incur  a  pen- 
alty of  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  for  each  letter  or 
packet  so  carried. 

Sec.  4.    And  he  it  further  enacted,    That  the  Com-  "Fvai^Uing 
missioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  the  Adiutant  Genera],  P!"'^''^^ff 
Comniissary  General,  Inspectors  General,  Gloartermas- cdiuin  ofti- 
ter  General,  Paymaster  General,  the  Secretary  of  the  cers. 
Senate,    Clerk  of  the   House  of  Representatives,    and 
Superintendent  of  the  Patent  Office,  be  authorized  to 
frank,  and  to  receive  lettters  and  packets  by  post,  free  of 
postage,  and  that  no  other  })ersons  or  officers,  excepting 
those  enumerated  herein,  and  in  the  act  ''  to  reduce  into 
one  the  several  acts  establishing  and  regulating  the  Post 
Office   Department,"   passed   on    the   third  of    March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-fxve,  shall  be  authorized 
to  frank  or  to  receive  letters  through  the  mail  free  of 
postage. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  one  or  more  Pules  for 
pieces  of  paper,  mailed  as  a  letter,  and  weighing  one  fl'="R"'g' 
ounce,  shall  be  charged  with  quadruple  postage,  and  at  ..t^^'^  ^"*  * 
the  same  rate,  should  the  v/eight  be  greater  ;  and  quad- 
ruple postage  shall  be  charged  on  all  packets  containing 
four  pieces  of  paper.     Every  printed  pamphlet  or  mog-  HuI  s  for 
azine  which  contains  more  than  twenty-four  pages  on  a  ci  ;iit;ii.i4- 
royal  sheet,  or  any  sheet  of  less  dimensions,  shall  be  '^\^f'|.''*^* 
charged  by  the  sheet,  and  small  pamphlets  printed  on  a 
half   or  quarter  sheet   of  royal,  or  less  size,   shall   be 
charged  with  half  the  amount  of  postage  charged  on  a 
full  sheet ;  and  there  shall  be  printed  or  written,  on  one 
of  the  outer  pages  of  all  pamphlets  and  magazines,  to 
he  sent  by  mail,  the  number  of  sheets  they  contain  ; 
and  if  such  number  shall  not  be  truly  stated,  double 
postage  shall  be  charged. 

Sec.  6.    And  he  it  further  enacted,    That  no  Post- No  Post  mns- 
master  or  assistant  Postmaster  shall   act  as  agent  for '^'' °''^''^^'_'^' 
lottery  offices,  or  under  any  color  of  purchase,  or  other-  ter  toj-.ct'^as 
wise,  vend  lottery  tickets  ;  nor  shall  any  Postm.aster  re-  :g(  m  in- 
ceive  free  of  postage,  or  frank,  lottery  schemes,  circu- ''^"^'7' fi^- 
lars,  or  tickets.     For  a  violation  of  this  provision,  the 
person  offending  shall  suffer  a  penalty  of  fifty  doiiars. 

[Ap  PROVED,  March  2,  1827. 
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RESOLUTION 

Authoriziiig"  tlie  Speaker  of  the  tlous.,-  of  Representatives  to  frank 
letl'.  rs  and  ])acka^os. 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represe7ita- 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  Amernca  in,  Co}igress 
Speaker  en-  assembled^   That,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
t;tle(l  to        sentatives  of  the  UiiUed  States  be,  and  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packages  by 
mail,  free  of  postage.         [Approved,  April  3,  1828. 

AN  ACT 

To  provide  for  the  appointnieiU  of  a  Solicitor  of  tlie  Treasury- 
Part  of  Sec.  11.     All  letters  to  and  from  the  Solici- 
tor of  the  Treasury,  relating  to  the  duties  and  business 
of  his  office,  shall  be  transmitted  by  mail  free  of  post- 
age. [Approved,  May  29,  1830. 
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RESOLUTION 

In  relation  to  the  trai^smission  of  public  Documents  printed  by  order 
of  either  House  of  Cong-ress. 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the   United  States  of  A^ncrica  in  Congress 
i?e)eal  u"-     tisse??ibled,  That  nothing  contained  in  the  act  to  reduce 
clause  .Trie  into  ouc  the  several  acts  establishing  and  regulating  the 
actofMprci)  Post   Office    Department,    approved   March   third,  one 
''' '^^''  ''"^'  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  shall  be  con- 
strued to  repeal  or  limit  the  operation  of  the  act  author- 
izing the  transmission  of  certain  documents  free  of  post- 
age, approved  December  nineteenth, -one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-one. 

[Approved,  Ja?iuary  13,  1831. 


AN  ACT 

To  provide  for  the  ap  Dainlment  of  a  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Part  of  Sec.  3.  All  letters  and  packages  to  and  from 
the  said  Commissioner,  touching  the  business  of  his 
office,  shall  be  free  of  postaofe. 

[Approved,  Jidy  9,  1832. 
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AN  ACT 

Making  appropriations  for  the  Civil  and  Diplomatic  expenses  of  Gar- 

ernment  for  the  year  1 833 . 

Sec.  6.  A^id  be  it  further  enacted^    That  so  much  l^epeallng 
of  the  twenty-seventh  section  of  the  act  approved  third  ^  '^"^®* 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five, 
as  restricts  the  franking  privilege  of  members  of  Con- 
gress to  the  period  of  sixty  days  before  and  after  each 
session,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  ;  and  Frankinpj 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  privilege  to  be  exercised  by  ^J^tended. 
each  member  of  Congress  from  the  period  of  sixty  days 
before  he  takes  his  seat  in  Congress,  until  the  meeting 
of  the  next  Congress,  and  that  said  })rivilege  shall  be  ex- 
tended to  all  members  of  the  present  Congress  until  the 
next  session. 

[Approved,  Blarch  2,  1833. 


AN  ACT 


Authorizing  the  Governors  of  the  several  Slates  to  transmit  by  mail 
certain  Books  and  Documents. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  en^acted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  A?nerica  in 
Congress  assembled^  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Governors  of  the  several  States  to  transmit  by  mail,  free 
of  postage,  all  laws  and  reports,  whether  boimd  or  un- 
bound, and  all  records  and  documents  of  their  respec- 
tive States,  which  may  be  directed  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  several  States  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Executives 
of  other  States ;  and  the  Governor  of  the  State  trans- 
mitting the  same  shall,  in  addition  to  his  frank,  endorse 
the  kind  of  book  or  document  enclosed,  and  direct  the 
same  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  to  which  the  same 
may  be  sent.  [Approved,  June  30,  1S34. 


AN  ACT 

Making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  tli"  llevohitionary  and 
other  PeiKsioi^ers  of  the  United  States,  fir  Uie  year  1836. 

Sec.    2.    And  be  it  further  enacted^    That  hereafter  certain  h.-.r 
no  bank  notes  of  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars,  "f^^<"' '  ot  t 
and  that  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  xMarch,  anno  '^^^'^^''^^^ 
Domini  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  seven,  no  bank '^^'"'"' ' 
note  of  less  denomination  than  tv/enty  dollars  shall  be 
ofiered  in  payment  in  any  case  whatsoever  in  which 
money  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  or  the  Posi 
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Office  Department ;  nor  shall  any  bank  note,  of  any 
denomination,  be  so  offered,  unless  the  same  shall  be 
payable,  and  paid  on  demand,  in  2^0] d  or  silver  coin,  at 
the  place  where  issued,  and  \vhich  shall  not  be  equiva- 
lent to  specie  at  the  place  v/here  oifered,  and  converta- 
ble  into  gold  or  silver  npon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of  the 
holder,  aud  without  delay  or  loss  to  him :  Provided^ 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
make  any  thing  but  gold  or  silver  a  legal  tender  by 
any  individual,  or  by  the  United  States. 

[Approved,  April  14,  1836. 


AN  ACT 

To  reg-iilate  tlie  Deposites  oT  ihe  Public  Money. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  no  bank 
shall  be  selected  or  continued  as  a  place  of  deposites 
of  the  public  money  which  shall  not  redeem  its  notes 
and  bills  on  demand  in  specie  ;  nor  shall  any  bank  be 
selected  or  continued  as  aforesaid,  which  shall,  after 
the  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty  six,  issue  or  pay  out  any  note  or 
bill  of  less  denomination  than  five  dollars  ;  nor  shall 
the  notes  or  bills  of  any  bank  be  received  in  payment 
of  any  debt  due  to  the  United  States,  which  shall,  after 
the  said  fourth  day  of  .Inly  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  six,  issue  any  note  or  bill  of 
a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars. 

[Approved,  June  23,  1836. 

AN  ACT 

To  chan.ri:^  the  organization  of  tlie  Pes;  Office  Department,  and  to  pro- 
vide more  efl'ectuaily  for  th.e  settlement  of  the  accounts  thereof. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  JRepre- 
sentatives  of  the    United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
Revenues  to  ^^^05    assembled,    That  the  revenues  arising  in  the 
j^.'^J^^/)  "^^"  Post  Office  Department,  and  all  debts  due  to  the  same, 
j.y,  '  shall,  when  collected,  be  paid,  under  the  direction  of 

the   Postmaster   General,   into   the   Treasury   of   the 
United  States. 
Postmaster       §^0.  2.  Ajid  be  it  further  enacted,   That  the  Post- 
General   to  jj^^g|.gj.  General  shall  submit  to  Congress  at  the  next 

submit  esti-  ,  ^.  .0  .^ 

mates,  etc.    and  each  succeednig    annual    session,    specmc   esti- 
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mates  of  the  suras  of  mone]/-  expected  to  be  required 
for  the  service  of  the  Department  in  the  siibsefjuent 
year,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  July,  under  the 
foUowino;  heads,  viz:  "Compensation  of  Postmasters," 
"Transportation  of  the  Mails,-'  "Ship,  steam-boat,  and 
way  letters,"  Wrappinf^  paper,"  "  Office  furniture," 
"Advertising,"  "Mail  bags,"  "Blanks,"  "  Mail  locks, 
keys,  and  stamps,"  "  Mail  depredtitions  and  special 
agents,"  "Clerks  for  offices, "  and  "Miscellaneous." 
And  the  Postmaster  General  sliall  render  an  account 
to  Congress,  at  each  succeeding  annual  session,  of  the 
amounts  actually  expended  for  each  of  the  purposes 
above  specified. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  the  aggro-  Appropria- 
gate  sum  required  "for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  ).;^''^J.\^,f 

1111  •!!  oni  rcve- 

Department,"  ni  each  year,  shall  be  appropriated  by  nues  of  the 
law  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  Department,  and  that  all  Post  office 
payments   of  the  receipts    of  the  Post  Office  Depart-  i>t'P^>"^m't. 
ment  into  the  Treasury,  shall  be  to  the  credit  of  the 
said  appropriation. 

Sec,  4.    And  be  it  further  enacted.    That  the  sums  To  be  paid 
appropriated  for  the  service  aforesaid  shall  be  paid  by '^^^^^^^ ^  ^■^^' 
the  Treasurer  in  the  manner  herein  directed:  Provided,  suier. 
That  the  compensation  of  Postmasters,  the  expenses  of  Proviso. 
Post  Offices,  and  such  other  expenses  of  the  Department 
for  which  appropriations  have  been  made,  as  may  be 
incurred  by  Postmasters,  may  be  deducted  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  their  offices,  under  the  direction  of  the  Post- 
master General :  And  provided,  also,   That  all  charges  Proviso, 
against  the  Department  by  Postmasters,  on  account  of 
such  expenses,  shall  be  submitted  for  examination  and 
settlement,  to  the  Auditor  herein  provided  for  ;  and  that 
no  such  deduction  shall  be  valid,  unless  the  expendi- 
ture so  deducted,  be  found  to  have  been  made  in  con- 
formity to  law:    And  provided.,  also.    That  the  Post- Pi'oviso. 
master  General  shall  have  power  to  transfer  debts  due 
on   account  of  the  Department,   by   Postmasters   and 
others,  in  satisfaction  of  the  legal  demands  for  which 
appropriations  have  been  made,   of   such   contractors 
who  may  be  creditors  of  the  Department,  as  shall  have 
given  bonds,  with  security,  to  refund  any  moneys  that 
may  come  into  their  hands  over  and  above  the  amount 
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which  may  be  found  due  to  them  on  the  settlement  of 
their  accounts. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  Treasurer 
Treasnrer  ^^  the  Uiiitcd  States  shall  give  receipts  for  all  moneys 
to  t,nvc-  re- received  by  him  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation  for 
P'^-  the  service  of  the  Post  OJice  Department;  wiiich  re- 
ceipts shall  be  endorsed  upon  warrants  drawn  by  the 
Postmaster  General,  and  without  such  warrant  no 
acknowledgement  for  money  received  as  aforesaid  shall 
be  valid. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  the  appro- 
Payments     priations  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
to  be  made  shall  be  disbursed  by  the  Teasurer  out  of  the  moneys 
on  warrants,  p^^j^j  jj-j|-q  ^i^q  Treasury  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  upon  the  warrants  of  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral,  registered  and  countersigiied  as  herein  provided, 
and  expressing  on  their  foces  the  appropriation  to  which 
they  should  be  charged. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Trea- 
Accounts  surer  ^hall  render  his  accounts  of  the  moneys  received 
rendered      ^^j^  p^^j^-j  j^y  |^j,^^  ^^^  accouut  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 

tlie  Auditor!  ^^^'^^^5  quarterly,  to  the  Auditor  for  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, hereinafter  provided  for,  and  shall  transmit 
copies  of  the  same,  when  adjusted  by  him,  to  the  two 
tlouses  of  Compress. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  there  shall 
Auditor  to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  with  the  consent  of  the 
be  appoint-  Senate,  an  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office 
ed,  and  his  Depj^i^tment^  whose  duty  it  shall  he  to  receive  all  ac- 
counts arising  in  the  said  Department,  or  relative  tliere- 
to,  to  audit  and  settle  the  same,  and  certify  their  balan- 
.  ces  to  the  Postmaster  General:  Provided,  That  if  either 

the  Postmaster  General,  or  any  person  whose  account 
shall  be  settled,  be  dissatisiied  therewith,  he  may,  with- 
in twelve  months,  appeal  to  the  First  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  whose  decision  shall  be  final  and  conclu- 
sive. The  said  Auditor  shall  report  to  the  Postmaster 
General,  when  required,  the  official  forms  of  papers  to 
be  used  by  postmasters,  and  other  officers  or  agents  of 
the  Department  concerned  in  its  receipts  and  payments, 
and  the  manner  and  form  of  keeping  and  stating  its  ac- 
counts.    He  shall  keep  and  preserve  all  accounts,  with 
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the  vouchers,  after  settlement.  He  shall  promptly  re- 
port to  the  Postmaster  General  all  delinquencies  of  post- 
masters in  paying  over  the  proceeds  of  their  offices.  He 
shall  close  the  accounts  of  the  Department  quarterly, 
and  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  quarterly 
statements  of  its  receipts  and  expenditures.  He  shall 
register,  charge  and  countersign,  all  warrants  upon  the 
Treasury  for  receipts  and  payments  issued  by  the  Post- 
master General,  when  warranted  by  law.  He  shall  per- 
form such  other  duties,  in  relation  to  the  financial  con- 
cerns of  the  Department,  as  shall  be  assigned  to  him  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  [or  Postmaster  General,] 
and  shall  make  to  them  respectively,  such  reports  as 
either  of  them  may  require  respecting  the  same.  The 
said  Auditor  may  frank,  and  receive  free  of  postage, 
letters  and  packets  under  the  regulations  provided  by 
law  for  other  officers  of  the  Government.  And  all  let- 
ters and  packets  to  and  from  the  Chief  Engineer,  which 
rndLj  relate  to  the  business  of  his  office,  shall  be  free  of 
postage. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  Duties  of 
the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  decide  on  the  Postmaster 
official  forms  of  all  papers  to  be  used  by  postmasters,  ^^"ei'^^' 
and  other  officers  or  agents  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, concerned  in  its  receipts  and  payments,  and  the 
manner  and  form  of  keeping  and  stating  its  accounts; 
to  enforce  the  prompt  rendition  of  the  returns  of  post- 
masters, and  of  all  certificates,  acknowledgments,  re- 
ceipts, and  other  papers,  by  postmasters  and  contractors, 
relative  to  the  accounts  of  the  Department ;  to  control, 
according  to  law,  and  subject  to  the  settlement  of  the 
Auditor,  the  allowances  to  postmasters,  the  expenses  of 
post  offices,  and  all  other  expenses  incident  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Department ;  to  regulate  and  direct  the  pay- 
ment of  the  said  allowances  and  expenses  for  which 
appropriations  have  been  made  ;  to  superintend  the  dis- 
position of  the  proceeds  of  post  offices  and  other  moneys 
of  the  Department ;  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which 
postmasters  shall  pay  over  their  balances  ;  to  grant  war- 
rants for  money  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  out 
of  the  same,  in  pursuance  of  appropriations  by  law,  to 
persons  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  certified  to  be  due 
by  the  said  Auditor :  Provided^  That  advances  of  ne-  "Pro^i'^^- 
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oessar]^  sums  to  defray  expenses  may  be  made  by  the 
Postmaster  General  to  agents  of  tlie  Department  em- 
ployed to  investigate  mail  depredations,  examine  post 
routes  and  post  offices,  and  perform  other  like  services, 
to  be  charged  by  the  Auditor  for  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, and  be  accounted  for  in  the  settlement  of  their 
accounts. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Audi- 
other  duties  tor  for  the  Post  Office  Department  shall  state  and  certify, 
^^^^^^  ^'^^'''' quarterl^r,  to  the  Postmaster  General,  accounts  of  the 
moneys  paid  pursuant  to  appropriations,  in  each  year, 
by  postmasters,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  their  offices,  to- 
wards the  expenses  of  the  Department,  under  each  of 
the  heads  of  the  said  expenses  specified  in  the  second 
section  of  this  act;  upon  which  the  Postmaster  General 
shall  issue  warrants  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  as  in  case  of  the  receipt  and  payment  of  the  said 
moneys  into  and  out  of  the  Treasury,  in  order  that  the 
same  may  be  carried  to  the  credit  and  debit  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, on  the  books  of  the  Auditor  for  said  Department. 
Sec.  11.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  Post- 
Duplicates   master  General  shall,  within  sixty  days  after  the  making 
ofcoHtracts,  Qf  ^ny  contract,  cause  a  duplicate  thereof  to  be  lodged 
in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment.    Upon  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  any 
postmaster,  he  shall  cause  his  bond  of  office  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  said  Auditor ;  and  shall  also  cause  to  be 
promptly  certified  to  him  all  establishments  and  discon- 
tinuances of  post  offices,  and  all  appointments,  deaths, 
resignations,  and  removals  of  postmasters,  together  with 
all  orders  and  regulations  which  may  originate  a  claim, 
or  in  any  manner  affect  the  accounts  of  the  Department. 
Sec.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  accounts 
Accouns,     of  the  Post  Office  Department  shall  be  kept  in  such  man- 
how  to  be    j^Qj,  g^g  ^Q  exhibit  the  amounts  of  its  revenues,  derived 
^^  *  respectively  from  ''  letter  postages,"  "  newspapers  and 

pamphlets,"  and  "  fines  ;"  and  the  amount  of  its  expendi- 
tures for  each  of  the  following  objects,  namely  :  ''  com- 
pensation of  postmasters,"  "  transportation  of  the  mails," 
"  ship,  steamboat,  and  way-letters,"  ''  wrapping  paper," 
"office  furniture,"  '' advertising,"  "mail bags,"  "blank*, 
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mai !  locks,  keys,  and  stamps,"  "  mail  depredations  and 
special  agents,"  "clerks  for  offices,"  and  "niiscellaneoiis." 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  bonds  Bonds  and 
and  contracts  of  postmasters,  mail  contractors,  and  other  ^""jfj^e^u. 
agejits  of  the  Post  Oflice  Department,  shall  hereafter  bo  states,  and 
made  to  and  with  the  United  States  of  America ;  and  all  j^'l  suits  in 
suits  to  be  commenced  for  the  recovery  of  debts  or  bal-  ^^^  ^^^^' 
ances  due  by  postmasters  and  others,  or  upon  bonds  or 
contracts  made  to  or  with  the  present  or  any  former 
Posiuiaster  General,  or  for  any  fines,  penalties,  or  for- 
feitures, imposed  by  the  laws  respecting  the  Post  Office 
De]  ;',rtment,  or  by  the  Postmaster  General,  pursuant 
thei  oto,  shall  be  instituted  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States  of  America ;  and  the  demands  in  such  suits  shall 
havo  all  the  privileges  and  priorities  in  adjudication  and 
payment  secured  to  other  claims  of  the  United  States,  by 
the  existing  laws :    Provided,  That  actions  and  suits  Proviso.    . 
which  may  have  been  instituted  in  the  name  of  the  Post- 
master General,  previous  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall 
not  be  affected  by  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

S:x.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Audi-  Auditor    to 
tor  of  the  Post  Office  Department  shall  superintend  the  coUecUon^f 
collection  of  all  debts  due  to  the  Department,  and  all  debts, 
peuuities  and  forfeitures  imposed  on  postmasters,  for 
failing  to  make  returns,  or  pay  over  the  proceeds  of  their 
offices;  he  shall  direct  suits  and  legal  proceedings,  and 
take  all  such  measures  as  may  be  authorized  by  law,  to 
enforce  the  prompt  paytnent  of  moneys  due  to  the  De- 
partment. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  copies  of  Certified co- 
the  quarterly  returns  of  postmasters,  and  of  any  papers  f'^f  °^^"f^^ 
pertaining  to  the  accounts  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  &c.tobeev 
for  liie  Post  Office  Department,  certified  by  him,  under  idence,  &c. 
his  seal  of  office,  shall  be  admitted  as  evidence  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States;  and  in  every  case  of  delin- 
queiicy  of  any  postmaster  or  contractor,  in  which  suit 
ma^-  be  brought,  the  said  Auditor  shall  forward  to  the 
Attorney  of  the  United  States  certified  copies  of  all  pa- 
pers in  his  office,  tending  to  sustain  the  claim ;  and  in 
every  such  case,  a  statement  of  the  account,  certified  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  admitted  as  evidence,  and  the  court 
trying  the  cause  shall  be  thereupon  authorized  to  give 
judgment  and  award  execution,  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  the  thirty-eighth  section  of  the  act  to  reduce  into  one 
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the  several  acts  establishing  and  regulating  the  Post 
Office  Department,  approved  March  third,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five.  No  claim  for  a  credit  shall  be 
allowed  upon  the  trial  but  such  as  shall  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  said  Auditor,  and  by  him  disallowed  in 
whole  or  in  part,  unless  it  shall  be  proved  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  court  that  the  defendant  is  at  the  time  of 
the  trial  in  possession  of  vouchers  not  before  in  his  pow- 
er to  procure,  and  that  he  was  prevented  from  exhibiting 
to  the  said  Auditor  a  claim  for  such  credit,  by  some  un- 
avoidable  accident.  In  suits  for  balances  due  from  post- 
masters, interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum 
shall  be  recovered,  from  the  time  of  the  default  until 
payment. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Attor- 
Butlesof  u.  neys  of  the  United  States,  in  the  prosecution  of  suits  for 
statesAttor-  jjioneys  due  on  account  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
^^^^'^'  shall  obey  the  directions  which  may,  from  time  to  time, 

be  given  to  them  by  the  Auditor  for  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment; and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  of  ilie  said 
attorneys,  immediately  after  the  end  of  every  term  of 
any  court  in  which  any  of  the  suits  aforesaid  shall  have 
been  pending,  to  forward  to  the  said  Auditor  a  statement 
of  all  the  judgments,  orders,  and  steps  which  have  been 
made  or  taken  in  the  same,  during  the  said  term,  accom- 
panied by  a  certificate  of  the  clerk,  showing  the  parties 
to,  and  amount  of,  each  jodo;ment,  with  such  other  in- 
formation as  may  be  required  by  the  said  Auditor,  The 
said  attorneys  shall  direct  speedy  and  effectual  process 
of  execution  upon  the  said  judgments :  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  marshals  of  the  United  States  to  whoiti 
the  same  shall  be  directed,  to  make  to  the  said  Auditofj 
at  such  times  as  he  may  direct,  returns  of  the  proceed- 
ings which  have  taken  place  upon  the  said  process  of 
execution. 
Sums  Sec.  17.  And  beit  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases 

wrongfully  where  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  have  been  paid  out 
paid  to  be  ^f  ^he  fuuds  of  the  Post  Office  Department  to  any  indi- 
bTsiS'^  vidual  or  individuals,  under  pretence  that  service  has 
been  performed  therefor  when  in  fact  such  service  has^ 
not  been  performed,  or  by  way  of  additional  allowance 
for  increavsed  service  actually  rendered,  when  the  addi- 
tional allowance  exceeds  the  sum  which,  by  the  pro- 
visions of  law,  might  rightfully   have  been  allowed 
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therefor,  and  in  all  other  cases  where  the  moneys  of  the 
Department  have  been  paid  over  to  any  person  in  con- 
sequence of  fraudulent  representations,  or  by  the  mis- 
take, coUusion  or  miscouduct  of  any  officer  or  cierk  of 
the  Department,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster 
General  to  cause  suit  to  be  brought  in  tlie  name  of  the 
United  States  ot  America,  to  recover  back  the  same,  or 
the  excess,  as  the  case  may  be,  with  interest  thereon. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Audi-  ^J'-^g^'j^^J. 
tor  for  the  Post  Office  Department  shall  adjust  and  settle  ^nief  due 
all  balances  due  from  postmasters  on  account  of  trans-  from  post.  ,^ 
actions  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  masters,  &c. 
and  thirty-six.    He  shall,  when  necessary,  institute  suits 
for  the  same,  and  cause  them  to  be  eifectually  prosecuted 
to  judgment  and  execution  ;  and  in  cases  in  which  pro- 
ceedings at  law  for  these  or  any  other  balances  that  are 
or  may  become  due  on  account  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, have  been  or  shall  be  fruitless,  may  direct  the 
institution  of  suits  in  chancery,  to  set  aside  fraudulent 
conveyances  or  trusts,  or  attach  debts  due  to  the  defen- 
dants, or  obtain  any  other  proper  exercise  of  the  powers 
of  equity,  to  have  satisfaction  of  the  said  judgments ; 
and  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  sitting  in  chancery, 
shall  have  jurisdiction  to  entertain  such  bills,  and  make 
such  decrees  and  orders  thereupon  as  may  be  consonant 
to  the  principles  and  usages  of  equity.     The  said  Audi- 
tor shall  report  to  the  Postmaster  General,  to  be  by  him 
submitted  to  Congress,  at  its  next  annual  session,  a  state- 
ment of  all  the  balances  and  debts  due  to  the  Post  Office 
Department  as  aforesaid,  by  late  postmasters,  showing, 
in  each  case,  the  name  and  office  of  the  principal  debtor, 
the  names  of  tho  sureties,  if  any,  the  amount  of  the 
debt,  the  time  at  which  it  accrued,  the  steps  taken  to 
collect  the  same,  and  whether  they  have  been  success- 
ful or  not.     The  said  statement  shall  also  classify  such 
of  the  said  balances  as  may  then  remain  due,  into  such 
as  are  considered  collectible,  and  such  as  are  not,  with 
the  whole  amount  of  each  class. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Audi-  Auditor, 
tor  f»r  the  Post  Office  Department,  or  any  mayor  of  a  "^^yo^^»  ^*^- 
dty,  justice  oi  the  peace,  or  judge  or  any  court  ot  record  \^xkv  oaths, 
in  the  United  States,  by  him  especially  designated,  shall  &c. 
be  authorized  to  administer  oaths  and  affirmations,  in 
relation  to  the  examination  and  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts committed  to  his  charge ;  and  if  any  person  shall 
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knoAvingly  swear  or  affirm  falsely,  touching  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  Post  Office  Department,  or  in  relation  to 
any  account  of,  or  claim  acrainst,  or  in  favor  of,  the  said 
Department,  he  or  she  shall,  upon  conviction  thereofy 
suffer  as  for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
Third  A^ssis-  -^g  employed  by  the  Postmaster  General,  a  third  Assist- 
master  Gen-  *^^^^  Postmaster  General,  who  may  receive  and  send  let- 
eral.  ters  and  packets  free  of  postage  ;  and  in  lieu  of  the  clerks 

Clerks,  he.  now  employed  in  the  Department,  one  chief  clerk,  three 
principal  clerks,  and  thirty-three  other  clerks,  one  mes- 
senger, and  three  assistant  messengers,  and  two  watch- 
men. 

Sec.  21.  A?id  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
fm  5k)ve°n^  be  employed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the 
the  office  of  office  of  the  Auditor  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  one- 
Auditor.       chief  clerk,  four  principal  clerks,  and  thirty-eight  other 
clerks,  one  messenger,  and   one  assistant  messenger; 
also,  three  clerks,  one  at  a  salary  of  fourteen  hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  one  at  a  salary  of  twelve  hundred 
^"^  '"  ^'^^^  dollars,  and  one  at  a  salary  of  one  thousand  dollars,  in 
surer  of  the  ^^^  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  lieu 
u.  States,    of  the  Same  number  of  clerks  now  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  in  adjust- 
ing the  accounts  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lieportg  to  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  make  to  Congress^ 
be  made  to  ^^  ^^^j^  annual  session  thereof,  the  followinof  several  re- 

Congress  by  '  o 

the  Postm'r  portS : 

General  First,  A  report  of  all  contracts  made  for  the  transpor- 

tation of  the  mail  within  the  preceding  year,  stating  in 
each  case  of  contract  its  date  and  duration,  the  name  of 
the  contractor,  the  route  or  routes  embraced  in  the  con- 
tract, with  the  length  of  each,  with  the  times  of  arrival 
and  departure  at  the  ends  of  each  route,  the  mode  of 
transportation  contracted  for,  and  the  price  stipulated  to 
be  paid  by  the  Department ;  also,  a  statement  of  all  such 
land  and  water  mails  as  may  have  been  established  or 
ordered  by  the  Department  within  the  year  preceding, 
other  than  those  let  to  contract  at  the  annual  lettings  of 
mail  contracts,  specifying,  in  each  case,  the  route  or 
water-course  on  which  the  mail  is  established,  the  name 
of  the  person  employed  to  transport  it,  the  mode  of  trans- 
portation, the  amount  paid  or  to  be  paid,  and  the  pro- 
posed duration  of  the  order  or  contract. 
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S'ecoiid,  A  report  of  all  allowances  made  to  contract- 
ors within  tiie  year  preceding,  be^^ond  the  sums  originally 
stipulated  in  their  respective  contracts,  and  the  reasons 
for  the  same  ;  and  of  ail  orders  made  by  the  Department, 
whereby  additional  expense  is,  or  will  be  incurred,  be- 
yond the  original  contract  price  on  any  land  or  water 
route,  specifying,  in  each  case,  the  route  to  which  the 
order  relates,  the  name  of  the  contractor,  the  original 
service  provided  by  the  contract,  the  original  pr<cc,  the 
date  of  the  order  for  additional  service,  the  additional 
service  required,  and  the  additional  allowance  therefor; 
also,  a  report  of  all  curtailments  of  expenses  effected  by 
the  Department  within  the  preceding  year,  specifying, 
in  each  case,  the  same  particulars  as  required  in  cases 
of  additional  allowances. 

Thirds  A  report  of  all  incidental  expenses  of  the  De- 
partment for  the  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  June 
preceding,  arranged  according  to  the  several  objects,  as 
for  "  wrapping  paper,''  "  office  furniture,"  ''  advertising," 
"  mail  bags,"  "  blanks,"  "  mail  locks,  keys,  and  stamps," 
^^mail  depredations,  and  special  agents,"  "  clerks  for  offi- 
ces," "miscellaneous,"  showing  the  sum  paid  under  each 
head  of  expenditure,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  to 
whom  paid,  except  only  that  the  names  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  detecting  depredations  on  the  mail,  and  other 
confidential  agents,  need  not  be  disclosed  in  said  report. 

Fourth^  A  report  of  the  finances  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  day  of 
June  preceding,  showing  the  whole  amount  of  balances 
due  to  the  Department  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
from  postmasters  and  all  others,  the  whole  amount  of 
postage  that  accrued  within  the  year,  the  whole  amount 
of  the  engagements  and  liabilities  of  the  Department 
for  mail  transportation  during  the  year,  the  amount  ac- 
tually paid  durino-  the  year,  for  and  on  account  of  mail 
transportation,  and  otherwise,  stating  separately  so  much 
of  the  said  amount  as  may  have  been  paid  on  account 
of  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  and  for  other  debts  for 
the  same  object,  in  preceding  years. 

Fifths  A  report  of  all  fines  imposed,  and  deductions 
from  the  pay  of  contractors  made  during  the  preceding 
year,  for  failures  t©  deliver  the  mail,  or  for  any  other 
cause,  stating  the  names  of  the  delinquent  contractors, 
the  nature  of  the  delinquency,  the  route  on  which  it 
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occurred,  the  time  when  it  occurred,  the  time  when  the 
fine  was  imposed,  and  whetlier  the  fine  has  heen  remit- 
ted, or  order  for  deduction  rescinded,  and  for  what  rea- 
son. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  fuj^her  enacted^  That  it  shall  be 
Advertise,  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General,  before  advertising* 
merits  for     ^^^  proposals  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  to  form 

contriicts  . 

■And  re»uia-  ^he  best  judgment  practicable  as  to  the  mode,  time,  and 
tionsrespec-  frequency  of  transportation  on  each  route,  and  to  ad- 
tmg-  tiiem.  vertise  accordingly.  No  consolidated  or  combination 
bid  shall  be  received,  and  no  additional  compensation 
shall  be  made  to  any  mail  contractor,  so  as  that  the 
compensation  for  additional  regular  service  shall  exceed 
the  exact  proportion  which  the  original  compensation 
bears  to  the  original  services  stipulated  to  be  performed; 
and  no  extra  allowance  shall  be  made  to  any  contractor, 
by  the  Postmaster  General,  for  an  increase  of  expedition 
in  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  unless  thereby  th© 
employment  of  additional  stock  or  carriers,  by  the  con- 
tractor, shall  be  rendered  necessary ;  and  in  such  case, 
the  additional  compensation  shall  never  bear  a  greater 
proportion  to  the  additional  stock  or  carriers  rendered 
necessary,  than  the  sum  stipulated  in  the  original  con- 
tract bears  to  the  stock  and  carriers  necessarily  employ- 
ed in  its  execution ;  and  when  any  extra  service  shall 
be  ordered,  the  amount  of  the  allowance  therefor^  in 
dollars  and  cents,  shall  be  signified  in  the  order  for  such 
service,  and  be  forthwith  entered  upon  the  books  of  the 
Post  Ofiice  Department,  and  no  additional  compensa- 
tion shall  be  paid  for  any  extra  regular  service  rendered 
before  the  issuinof  of  such  order,  and  the  makinof  of  such 
entry;  and  every  order,  entry,  or  memorandum  what- 
ever, on  which  any  action  of  the  Department  is  to  be 
had,  allowance  made,  or  money  paid,  and  every  contract, 
paper  or  obligation  drawn  up  in  said  office,  by  any  offi- 
cer thereof,  shall  have  affixed  to  it  its  true  date ;  and 
every  paper  relating  to  contracts  or  allowances  filed  in 
said  office  shall  have  the  date  of  its  filing  endorsed 
thereon.  And  whenever  it  shall  become  necessary  to 
change  the  terms  of  any  existing  contract  in  any  other 
manner  than  that  designated  in  this  act,  or  to  enter  into 
a  contract  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  at  any  other 
time  than  at  the  annual  letting,  the  Postmaster  General 
shall  give  notice  in  one  newspaper  published  at  Wash- 
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ington  City,  and  in  one  newspaper  published  as  near  as 
may  be  to  the  route  on  which  the  services  are  to  be  per- 
formed, for  at  least  four  weeks  before  changing  or  ma- 
king;- snch  contract,  invitinj^  proposals  therefor ;  which 
proposals  shall  be  received  and  opened,  and  such  pro- 
ceed! Hi^s  thereon  had,  in  all  things,  as  at  the  annual 
lettin^^s:  Provided^  hov^ever,  That  the  Postmaster  Ge- Proviso. 
neral  may  make  temporary  contracts  until  a  regular  let- 
ting can  take  place. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  proposals  ^^'jT^^^^l' 
for  mail  contracts  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Department  tracts. 
sealed,  and  shall  be  kept  sealed  until  the  biddings  are 
closed,  and  shall  then  be  opened  and  marked  in  the 
presence  of  the  Postmaster  General  and  of  one  of  the 
Assistant  Postmasters  General,  or  in  the  presence  of  two 
of  the  Assistant  Postmasters  General.  And  the  contracts 
in  all  cases  shall  be  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder,  ex- 
cept when  his  bid  is  not  more  than  five  per  centum  be- 
low that  of  the  last  contractor,  on  the  route  bid  for,  who 
shall  have  faithfully  performed  his  contract.    Provided,)  Proviso. 
however,   That  the   Postmaster  General   shall  not  be 
bound  to  consider  the  bid  of  any  person  who  shall  have 
wilfully  or  negligently  failed  to  execute  or  perform  a 
prior  contract. 

Sec.  25.  And  he  it  further  enaeted,  That  it  shall  be  ^^^''?  ^^^^'j^^ 
the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  have  recorded  in  ^alf  to^e'^ 
a  well  bound  book,  a  true  and  faithful  abstract  of  offers  recorded. 
made  to  him  for  carrying  the  mail,  embracing  as  well 
those  which  are  rejected,  as  those  which  are  accepted. 
The  said  abstract  shall  contain  the  names  of  the  party 
or  parties  offering,  the  terms  on  which  he  or  they  pro- 
pose to  carry  the  mail,  the  sum  for  Avhich  it  is  offered 
to  contract,  and  the  length  of  time  the  agreement  is  to 
continue.     And  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Post- 
master General  to  put  on  file  and  preserve  the  originals 
of  the  propositions  of  which  abstracts  are  here  directed 
to  be  made,  and  to  report  at  each  session  of  Cono;r6ss  a 
true  copy  from  the  said  record  of  all  offers  made  for 
carryins^  the  mail  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  26.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  per-  Persons  em- 
son  employed  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  or  post-  Pj^^^^^v/i" 
master,  shall  become  interested  in  any  mail  contract,  or  uottobe'in- 
act  as  assent,  with  or  without  compensation,  in  any  mat-  terested  in 
ter  or  thing  relating  to  business  in  said  Department,  for  contracts. 


40 

any  contraetor,  or  person  offering  to  become  a  contractor, 
he  shall  be  forthwith  dismissed  from  office,  and  shall  be 
liable  to  pay  so  much  money  as  would  have  been  realized 
from  said  contract,  to  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  debt 
in  any  court  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  in  the  nan\.;  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment; and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral to  cause  prosecution  to  be  instituted. 

Sec.  27.  A?id  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  every  pro- 
iroposals  posal  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  shall  be  accom- 
.^f^^^f^^P^r*  panied  by  a  written  guaranty,  signed  by  one  or  more 
ibeaccom-  responsable  persons,  to  the  effect  that  he  or  they  under- 
panied  by  a  take  that  the  bidder  or  bidders  will,  if  his  or  their  bid 
guaranty,  be  accepted,  enter  into  an  obligation,  in  such  time  as  may 
^*  be  prescribed  by  the  Postmaster  General,  with  good  and 

sufficient  sureties,  to  perform  the  service  proposed.  No 
proposal  shall  be  considered,  unless  accompanied  by 
such  guaranty.  If,  after  the  acceptance  of  a  proposal, 
and  notification  thereof  to  the  bidder  or  bidders,  he  or 
they  shall  fail  to  enter  into  an  obligation  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  the  Postmaster  General,  with  good  and 
sufficient  sureties  for  the  performance  of  the  service, 
then  the  Postmaster  General  shall  proceed  to  contract 
with  some  other  person  or  persons,  for  the  performance 
of  the  said  service,  and  shall  forthwith  cause  the  dif- 
ference between  the  amount  contained  in  the  proposal 
so  guarantied,  and  the  amount  for  which  he  may  have 
contracted  for  the  performance  of  said  service,  for  the 
whole  period  of  the  proposal,  to  be  charged  up  against 
the  said  bidder  or  bidders,  and  his  or  their  guarantor  or 
guarantors,  and  the  same  may  be  immediately  recovered 
by  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, in  an  action  of  debt  against  either  or  all  of 
the  said  persons. 

Sec.  28.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  contract 
Contracts  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  shall  knowingly  be 
5iot  to  be  made  by  the  Postmaster  General,  wntli  any  person  who 
niade  with   ^\^^\\  h^ve  entered  into  any  combination,  or  proposed  to 

persons  who  .  .  .        .  •'  i  i  •  r- 

liave  enterd  enter  uito  any  combmation,  to  prevent  the  makmg  oi 

into  combi-  any  bid  for  a  mail  contract  by  any  other  person  or  per- 

naiion.         gQ^g ;  or  wlio  shall  have  made  any  agreement  or  shall 

have  given  or  performed,  or  promised  to  give  or  perform, 

any  consideration  whatever,  or  to  do  or  not  to  do  any 

thing  whatever,  in  order  to  induce  any  other  person 
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X)r  persons  not  to  bid  for  a  mail  contract.  And  if  any 
person  so  ofiendincf  he  a  mail  contractor,  he  may  be  forth- 
witli  dismissed  from  the  service  of  the  Department ; 
Provided,  That  whenever  the  Postmaster  General  shall  proviso: 
exercise  the  power  conferred  on  him  by  this  section,  he 
shall  transmit  a  copy  or  statement  of  the  evidence  on 
which  he  acts  to  Congress,  at  its  next  session. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  person  No  payment 
whose  bid  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  may  be  ac-  ^^^^^^^  ^i^^ 
cepted,  shall  receive  any  pay,  until  he  shall  have  execu-  execution  of 
ted  his  contract  according  to  law  and  the  regulations  of  contract, 
the  Department ;  nor  shall   any  payment  be  m^ade  for 
any  additional  regular  service  in  the   transportation  of 
the  mail,  unless  the  same  shall  have   been  rendered  in 
obedience  to   a    prior  legal   order  of   the   Postmaster 
General. 

Sec.  30.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  so  much  ^^^^°^,^? 
of  the  act  concerning  the  Post  Office  Department,  ap-  ^335'      j.^! 
proved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-five,  pealed, 
as  directs  that  duplicates  or  copies  of  contracts  or  orders 
made  by  the  Postmaster  General  shall  be  lodged  in  the 
office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  be  repealed. 

Sec.  31.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  Postmasters 
the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  furnish  to  the  ^\y\^^  with 
postmasters  at  the  termination  of  each  route,  a  schedule,  schedule  of 
specifying  the  times  of  arrival  and   departure  at  their  times  of  ar~ 
offices,  respectively,  of  each  mail,  a  copy  of  which  the  rival  and  de- 
postmaster  shall  post  up  in  some  conspicuous  place  in  ^^^ 
his  office ;  and  the  Postmaster  General  shall  also  furnish 
a  notice  in  like  manner,  of  any  change  or  alteration  in 
the  arrivals  and  departures  which  may   be  ordered  by 
him.     And  it  shall   be  the  duty  of  every  postmaster 
promptly  to   report   to  the   Department    every    delin- 
quency, neglect,  or  malpractice  of  the  contractors,  their 
agents  or   carriers,  that   may  come  to  his  knowledge. 
And  the  Postmaster  General  shall  cause  to  be  kept,  and 
returned  to  the  Department,  at  short  and  regular  inter- 
vals, by  postmasters  at  the  ends  of  routes,  and  such  oth- 
ers as  he  may  think  proper,  registers,  showing  the  exact 
times  of  the  arrivals  and  departures  of  the  mails. 

Sec.  32.  A7id  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  ^^^f^^  ^^^ 
postmaster  shall  unlawfully  detain  in  his  office  any  let-  ie^tters"^c. 
ter,  package,  pamphlet,  or  newspaper,  with  intent  to  in  a  post  of- 
prevent  the  arrival  and  delivery  of  the  same  to  the  per-  fice. 
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son  or  persons  to  whom  «uch  letter,  package,  pamphlet 
or  newspaper  may  be  addressed  or  directed  in  the  usual 
course  of  the  transportation  of  the  mail  along  the  route; 
or  if  any  postmaster  shall,  with  intent  as  aforesaid,  give 
a  preference  to  any  letter,  package,  pamphlet,  or  news- 
paper, over  another  which  may  pass  through  his  office, 
by  forwarding  the  one  and  retaining  the  other,  he  shall, 
on  conviction  thereof,  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  dollars,  and  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding six  months,  and  shall,  moreover,  be  forever 
thereafter  incapable  of  holding  the  office  of  postmaster 
in  the  United  States. 

Sec.  33.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall 
Certain        ]^q  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
to '  be'^^ap-  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^®  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  Deputy 
pointed   by  Postmaster  for  each  post  office  at  which  the  commissions 
and  with  the  allowed  to  the  postmaster  amounted  to   one  thousand 
th"^s"^  /^^  dollars  or  upwards  in  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  or 
which  may,  in  any  subsequent  year,  terminating  on  the 
thirtieth  day  of  June,  amount  to  or  exceed  that   sum, 
who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  four  years,  un- 
less sooner  removed  by  the  President. 

Sec.  34.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  assistant 
Postmasters  postmasters  and  clerks  regularly  employed  and  engaged 
and  clerks  \^  post  offices,  shall  be  exempt  from  militia  duty,  and 
empt  from  serving  on  juries,  and  from  any  fine  or  penalty  for  ne- 
military  du-  gleet  thereof. 

ty.  Sec.  35.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  advertise- 

Advertise-  ments  of  letters  remaining  in  post  offices  may,  under  the 
ments  of  let- jij.g(3^JQj^  of  the  Postmaster  General,  be  made  in  more 
madJ"^^  in  ^^^^^  '^^^^  newspaper :  Provided,  That  the  whole  cost 
more  tlian  of  advertising  shall  not  exceed  four  cents  for  each  letter, 
one  paper.  Sec.  36.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  post- 
Postmasters  master  shall  receive  free  of  postage,  or  frank  any  letter 
not  to  re-  qj.  packet  composed  of,  or  containing  any  thing  other 
fiSnk  any  ^^^^^^  paper  or  money  ;  and  for  a  violation  of  this  provi- 
package^  sion,  the  offender  shall  be  dismissed  from  office,  and  upon 
other  than  conviction  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  pay  a 
^^^^  ^p^p"^  fine  of  twenty-dollars.  And  no  person  shall  hold  the 
or  money,  office  of  postmaster  who  shall  not  be  an  actual  resident 
of  the  city  or  town  wherein  the  office  is  situated,  or  the 
district  of  country  usually  supplied  by  said  office. 

Sec.  37.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  when  any 
Release    of  one  or  more  of  the  sureties  of  a  postmaster  shall  notify 
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to  the  Postmaster  General  their  desire  to  be  released  »"i'«=*i^s  of » 
from  their  suretyship,  or  when  the  Postmaster  General  Postmaster, 
shall  deem  it  necessary,  he  shall  require  the  said  post- 
master to  execute  a  new  bond,  with  security,  which, 
when  accepted  by  the  Postmaster  General,  shall  be  as 
valid  as  the  bond  given  upon  the  original  appointment  of 
said  postmaster,  and  trie  sureties  in  the  prior  bond  shall 
be  released  from  responsibility  for  all  acts  or  defaults  of 
said  postmaster,  which  Diay  be  done  or  committed  sub- 
sequent to  the  acceptance  of  the  new  bond,  the  date  of 
which  shall  be  endorsed  thereon  :  Provided^  That  pay-  Proviso, 
ments  made  subsequent  to  the  execution  of  the  new 
bond  by  said  postmaster  shall  be  applied  first  to  dis- 
charge any  balance  which  may  be  due  on  the  old  bond, 
unless  he  shall,  at  the  time  of  payment,  expressly  direct 
them  to  be  applied  to  the  credit  of  his  new  account. 

Sec.  38.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  per-  Penalty  for 
son  shall  be  accessary  after  the  fact,  to  the  offence  of  stealing  or 
steal ino;  or  takina:  the  mail  of  the   United  States,  or  of  J*r^"^    -®1!" 

.    »  f^  '         ,     ters,        &c, 

stealuig  or  takmg  any  letter  or  packet,  or  enclosure  m  fpom      the 
any  letters  or  packets  sent  or  to  be  sent  in  the  mail  of  mail, 
the  United  States,  from  any  Post  Office  in   the  United 
States,  or  from  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  by  any 
person  or  persons  whatever,  every  person  so  offending 
as  accessary,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  pay  a  fine  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  five  years  ;  and  such  accessary  after 
the  feet  may  be   tried,  convicted,  and  punished  in  the 
district  in  which  his  offence  was  committed,  though  the 
principal  offence  may  have  been  committed  in  another 
district,  and  before  the  trial  of  the  principal  offender: 
Provided^  such  principal  offender  has  fled  from  justice,  P^'o^^so. 
or  cannot  be  arrested  to  be  put  upon  his  trial. 

Sec.  39.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  in  case  the  Express 
Postmaster  General  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  establish  "^^^^' 
an  express  mail,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  mail,  on  any 
of  the  post  roads  in  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  slips  from  newspapers  in  lieu  of  exchange 
newspapers,  or  letters,  other  than  such  as  contain  mo- 
ney, not  exceeding  half  an  ounce  in  weight,  marked 
"  express  mail,"  and  public  despatches,  he  shall  be  au- 
thorized to  charge  all  letters  and  packets  carried  by  such 
express  mail  with  triple  the  rates  of  postage  to  which 
letters  and  packets,  not  free,  may  be  by  law  subject, 
when  carried  by  the  ordinary  mails. 


44 

Sec.  40.  A7id  he  it  further  enacted^  That  in  case  of 

Duties  of  p.  the  death,   resignation,  or   absence  of  the   Postmaster 

M.  Genl.  to  Qgneral,  all  his  powers  and  duties  shall  devolve,  for  the 

Gcvolvc    on    •  •  • 

j^ssis.  P.  M.  ti*^6  being,  on  Ihe  First  Assistant  Postmaster  GeneraL 

G.  Sj:c.  41.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Post- 

Letter  car- jYiaster  General  shall  be  authorized,  whenever  the  same 
maybe  proper  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public  in 
any  city,  to  employ  letter  carriers  for  the  delivery  of  let- 
ters received  at  the  post  office  in  said  city;  except  such 
as  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  addressed  may  have 
requested,  in  writing,  addressed  to  the  postmaster,  to 
be  retained  in  the  post  office  ;  and  for  the  receipt  of  let- 
ters at  such  places  in  the  said  city  as  the  Postmaster 
General  may  direct,  and  for  the  deposite  of  the  same  in 
the  post  office  ;  and  for  the  delivery  by  a  carrier  of  each 
letter  received  from  the  post  office,  the  person  to  whom 
the  same  may  be  delivered  shall  pay  not  exceeding  two 
cents  ;  and  for  the  delivery  of  each  newspaper  and  pam- 
phlet, one  half  cent ;  and  for  every  letter  received  by  a^ 
carrier  to  be  deposited  in  the  post  office,  there  shall  be 
paid  to  him,  at  the  time  of  the  receipt,  not  exceeding 
two  cents  ;  all  of  which  receipts,  by  the  carriers  in  any 
city,  shall,  if  the  Postmaster  General  so  direct,  be  ac- 
counted for  to  the  postmaster  of  said  city,  to  constitute 
a  fund  for  the  compensation  of  the  said  carriers,  and  be 
paid  to  them  in  such  proportions  and  manner  as  the 
Postmaster  General  may  direct.  Each  of  the  said  car^ 
riers  shall  give  bond  with  sureties,  to  be  approved  by 
the  Postmaster  General,  for  the  safe  custody  and  delivery 
of  letters,  and  for  the  due  account  and  payment  of  all 
moneys  received  by  him. 

Sec.  42.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Post- 
master General  shall  be  authorized,  in  his  discretion,  to 
Carrying      contract  for  carrvinp*  the  mail  on  the  navisfable  canals 
nals.  of  the  several  States,  in  all  cases  where,  in  his  opinion, 

the  public  interest  and  convenience  shall  require  it ; 
and  for  the  time  during  which  mails  may  be  carried  on 
such  canals,  or  any  parts  thereof,  the  same  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  post  roads. 

Sec.  43.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  fol- 
Salaries  of  lowing  annual  salaries  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Assistant 
Assistant  Postmasters  General,  and  to  the  clerks,  messengers,  and 
Generara^nd  Watchmen  provided  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office 
others.         Department,  viz : 
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To  the  three  Assistant  Postmasters  General,  each, 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars ; 

I'o  the  chief  clerk,  two  thousand  dollars  ; 

To  the  three  principal  clerks,  each,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars ; 

To  ten  clerks,  each,  one  thousand  four  hundred  dol- 
lars ; 

To  fifteen  clerks,  each,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars ; 

To  eight  clerks,  each,  one  thousand  dollars ; 

To  the  messenger,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ; 

To  the  three  assistant  messengers,  each,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  ; 

To  the  two  watchmen,  each,  three  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  44.  And  be  it  further   enacted,  That   the   fol-  Salrries  ^  of 
lowing  annual  salaries  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Auditor  ^"^^^^^^  '^"^^ 

o  tilers  > 

of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  herein  provided  for  the  service  of  his  office, 
viz: 

To  the  Auditor,  three  thousand  dollars ; 

To  the  chief  clerk,  two  thousand  dollars ; 

To  the  four  principal  clerks,  each,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars ; 

To  iQii.  clerks,  each,  one  thousand  four  hundred  dol- 
lars ; 

To  twenty  clerks,  each,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars  ; 

To  eight  clerks,  each,  one  thousand  dollars,* 

To  the  messenger,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ; 
and  to  the  assistant  messenger,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  ^3,150,000 

Sec.  45.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sumappropria- 
of  three  millions  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  *^^  l^o^^^® 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  service  of' 
the  Post  Office  Department,  for  the  year  commencing 
on  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  ari- 
sing from  the  revenues  of  the  said  Department,  to  be 
accounted  for  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the  second 
section  of  this  act.  A*^^  ^P  ^^ 

Sec.  46.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  |j"^^g  eftSt" 
shall  be  in  force  and  take  effect  from  the  passage  thereof. 

[Approved  July  2,  1836. 


AN  ACT 

T«  evtend  th«  prlvilegt  of  fruuking  letters  and  packtges  to  Dolly 

P.  Madison. 

Be  it  enacUd  by  the  Senate  and  Houst  of  Repre^ 
sentatives  of  tfi^  Uniled  Stales  of  Amtrica  in  Con- 
g7'ess  assembled,  That  all  letters  and  packages,  to  and 
from  Dolly  P.  Madison,  relict  of  the  late  James  Madi- 
son, sliall  be  received  and  conveyed  by  post,  free  of 
postage,  for  and  during  her  life. 

[Approved,  July  2,  1836. 

AN  ACT 

To  promote  the  progress  of  useful  arts,  and  U>  repeal  all  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  heretofore  made  fo.  th;  t  purpose. 

The  first  section  establishes  the  Patent  Office,  and 
provides  that  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  "  shall  be 
entitled  to  send  and  receive  letters  and  packages  by 
mail,  relating  to  the  business  of  the  office,  free  of  post- 
age." 

[Approved,  July  4;  1836. 


RESOLUTION 

To  enable  the  Postmaster  General  more  readily  to  change  the  com- 
menceme  t  of  the  con'racr  yaixv  in  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Resolvtd  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United,  States  of  America  in  Congress 
Assembly  d^  That  the  Postmaster  General  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  let  the  contracts 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  in  those  sections  of 
the  United  States  where  they  expire  on  the  31st  days  of 
December,  1837,  1838,  and  1839,  respectively,  for  four 
years  and  six  months,  so  as  to  cause  them  to  terminate 
on  the  30th  day  of  .June,  1842,  1843,  and  1844,  to  the 
end  that  the  contract  may  commence  on  the  first  day  of 
July,  instead  of  the  first  day  of  January. 

[Approved,  March  2,  1873. 


AN  ACT 

To  continue  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said 
Commissiener  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  thre© 
thousand  dollars,  and  have  the  privilege  of  sending  and 
receiving  letters  and  packets  by  mail,  free  of  postage. 

[Approved,  March  3,  1837. 
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A  RESOLUTION 

Directing'  the  postage  on  letter*  sent  by  tlie  Express  Mail,  to  be  paid 

in  advance. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Uitited  States  of  America  in  Cons^ress  assembh'd^ 
That  the  Postmaster  General  be,  and  he  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  cause  the  postage  on  all  letters  sent  by  the 
Express  mail  of  the  United  States^  to  be  paid  in  ad- 
vance at  the  time  of  depositing  them  for  transportation 
by  said  mail. 

[Approved,  October  12,  1837. 

AN  ACT 

To  modify  the  last  clause  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  deposite  act  of 
the  twenty-ti\ird  of  June,  1836. 

Be  it  enacted  bij  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
That  the  last  clause  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  en- 
titled "  an  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money,"  approved  on  the  23d  day  of  June,  1836,  de- 
claring that  the  notes  or  bills  of  no  bank  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  the  United  States 
which  shall,  after  the  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  issue  any 
note  or  bill  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  so  far  modified,  as  that 
the  interdiction  as  to  the  reception  of  the  bills  and  notes 
shall  not  continue  against  any  bank  which  has,  since 
the  said  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  issued  bills  or  notes  of  a 
less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  or  which  shall  issue 
any  such  bills  or  notes  prior  to  the  first  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight;  but  that, 
from  and  after  the  said  last  mentioned  day,  the  bills  or 
notes  of  no  bank  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  any 
debt  due  to  the  United  States,  which  bank  shall  after 
that  date,  issue,  re-issue,  or  pay  out  any  bill  or  note  of  a 
less  denomination   than  five  dollars. 

[Approved,  Juli/  5,  1838. 


AN  ACT 

To  increase  the  present  IVfilitHry  E^t.v^lishment  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  ptirpopes. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  letters 
and  packages  on  public  business,  to  and  from  the  com- 
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manding  General,  the  Colonel  of  Ordnance,  the  Suro;eori 
General,  and  the  Head  of  the  Topographical  Corps^ 
shall  be  free  of  postage.      [Approved,  July  5,  1838. 

AN  ACT 

To  establish  certain  Post  lloutes,  and  lo discontinue  others. 

Sec.  2.  A.nd  he  it  further  enacted^  That  each  and 
every  railroad  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
which  now  is,  or  hereafter  maybe  made  and  completed, 
shall  be  a  post  route  ;  and  the  Postmaster  General  shall 
cause  the  mail  to  be  transported  thereon,  provided  he 
can  have  it  done  upon  reasonable  terms,  and  not  paying 
therefor,  in  any  instance,  more  than  twenty-five  per 
centumover  and  above  what  similar  transportation  would 
cost  in  post  coaches.  [Approved,  July  7,  1838. 


AN  ACT 

Further  to  regulate  the  transportation  of  the  Mail  upon  Kailroads. 

Be  it  enacted  htj  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  asserahled, 
That  the  Postmaster  General  shall  not,  by  virtue  of  the 
authority  vested  in  him  by  the  second  section  of  the 
"  Act  to  establish  certain  post  routes,  and  to  discontinue 
others,"  approved  July  7th,  1838,  allow  more  than  three 
hundred  dollars  per  mile,  per  annum,  to  any  railroad 
company  in  the  United  States,  for  the  conveyance  of 
one  or  more  daily  mails  upon  their  roads  :  Provided, 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  so 
as  in  any  way  to  remove  or  impair  the  limitations  upon 
the  power  of  the  Postmaster  General,  imposed  by  that 
section.  >  [Approved,  January  25,  1839. 


AN  ACT 

Making  appropriations  for  tlie  Civil  and  Diplomatic  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  year  1839. 

Sec.  3.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted^  That  no  officer  in 
any  branch  of  the  public  service,  or  any  other  person 
whose  salaries,  or  whose  pay  or  emoluments  is  or  are 
fixed  by  law  and  regulations,  shall  receive  any  extra 
allowance  or  compensation,  in  any  form  whatever,  for 
the  disbursement  of  public  money,  or  the  performance 
of  any  other  services,  unless  the  said  extra  allowance 
or  compensation  be  authorised  by  law. 

[Approved,  March  3,  1839.  , 
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AN  ACT 

To  repeal  the  act  entitled,  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping, transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  Public  Revenue,"  and  to 
provide  for  the  punishment  of  embezzlers  of  Public  Money,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

vSec.  1.    Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Act  of  4th 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  repealed.    ' 
Congress  assembled^  That  (he  act  entitled,  "  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  collection,  safekeeping,  transfer,  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,"  approved  on  the 
fourth  day  of  July,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed  :  Pro-  l^rjviso;  of- 
vided,  always.  That  for  any  offences  which  may  have    *''"'r^^     ^^' 

'  •/  .  -^  .    .  /•    1  ready    corn- 

been  committed  against  the  provisions  oi  the  seven-  mitted      a- 

teenth  section  of  the  said  act,  the  offenders   may  be  gainst    nth 

prosecuted   and   punished   according  to    those   provi-  i'^haSe  ^'"" 

sions;  and  that  all  bonds  executed  under  the  provisions  Bonds,  ?ic., 

of  said  act,  and  all  civil  rights  and  liabilities  which  "^^  affected 

have  arisen  or  accrued  under  said  act,  and  the  reme-  ^-^.^^ 

dies  therefor,  shall  remain  and  continue  as  if  said  act 

had  not  been  repealed  ;  any  thing  herein  contained  to 

the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  offi-  Felony  for 

cer  charged   with   the  safekeeping,  transfer,  or    dis-  h'^^g^Jivvith 

bursement  of  public   moneys,  or   connected  with   the  safekeeping. 

Post  OfSce  Department,  shall  convert  to  his  own  use,  transfer,   or 

in  any  way  whatever,  or  shall  use,  by  way  of  invest-  nJentofpub- 

ment  in  any  kind  of  property  or  merchandise,  or  shall  lie  moneys, 

loan,  witii  or  without  interest,  any  portion  of  the  pub-  orconnected 

lie  moneys  entrusted  to  him  for  safekeeping,  transfer,  office    De- 

disburseraent,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  every  such  act  partment,  to 

shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  an  embezzlement  ^^^    pu^hc 

-^       '^  moneys. 

of  SO  much  of  the  said  moneys  as  shall  be  thus  taken, 

converted,  invested,  used,  or  loaned,  which  is  hereby 

declared  to  be  a  felony  ;  and  the  neglect  or  refusal  to     Neglect  or 

pay  over,  on  demand,  any  public  moneys  in  his  hands,  retusal      to 

upon  the  presentation  of  a  draft,  order,  or  warrant  fra^,gfei'^^^or 

drawn  upon  him,  and  signed   by  the  Secretary  of  the  disburse 

Treasury,  or  to  transfer  or  disburse  any  such  moneys  ^"^^^      "'^^ 

promptly,  according  to  law,  on  the  legal  requirement  fade      evi- 

of  a  superior  officer,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  dence       of 

such  conversion  to  his  own  use  of  so  much  of  the  pub-  ^'^     ^^' 

lie  moneys  as  may  be  in  his  hands.     Any  officer  or 

6 
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Punisbirent  aojent  of  the  United  States,  and  all  persons  advising, 
fence  and  ^^  knowiogly  and  willingly  participating  in  such  em- 
for  advising,  bezzlement,  upon  being  convicted  thereof  before  any 
or  knowing-  court  of  the  United  States  of  competent  jurisdiction, 
lingly  parti-  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  to  the 
dpating  United  States  a  fine  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  money 
embezzled,  and  shall  suffer  imprisonment  for  a  terra 
not  less  than  six  months  nor  more  than  five  years. 

[Approved,  August  13,  1841. 


tijerein. 


AN  ACT 

Authorizing  the  transmission  of  Letters  and  Packets  to  and  from  Mrs. 
Harrison,  free  of  postage. 

Franking  Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 

?"a^ntei^  i^e/>resen/G'/ifes  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  ail  letters  and  packets  car- 
ried by  post  to  and  from  Mrs.  Harrison,  relict  of  the 
late  William  Henrv  Harrison,  be  conveved  free  of 
postage  during  her  natural  life. 

[Approved,  September  9,  184L 


AN  ACT 

Making  appropriations  for  the  Civil  and  Diplomatie  expenses  of  GoY" 
erument  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty -two. 

Printing,       Sec.  1.  By  part  of  section  15,  of  the  act  of  May  18^ 
bindhic^^^'of  ^§42,  it  is  Provided,  That  the  job  printing,  stationery^ 
the   Execu-  and  binding  of  each  of  the  Executive  Departments  shallj 
tjve  Depart-  lentil  otherwise  directed  by  law,  be  furnished  by  con- 
furnished  by  tract,  proposals  for  which  shall  regularly  be  advertised 
contract.       in  the  public  prints.     The  classes,  character,  and  de- 
scription of  the  printing  being  specified  in  each  adver- 
tisement as  far  as  that  can  be  done,  and  it  being  made 
a  condition  in  all  cases,  unless  o-therwise  specifically 
stated  m  the  advertisement,  that  the  work   shall   be 
done  in  the  city  of  Washington;  and  the  contract  shall 
in  each   case,  so  far  as  the  proposals  and  acceptance 
shall  enable  the  contract  to  be  made,  be  given  to  the 
lowest    bidder,  whose    bid  shall    be  accompanied  by 
proper  testimonials  of  the  ability  of  the  bidder  to  fulfil 
bis  contract. 
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Sec.  2.  By  part  of  section  202,  of  the  act  of  May  18,  ^7j,'Jif°f>Jg^" 
1842,  it  is  Provided,  That  in  addition  to  returns  now  re-  ^^asteil    \o 
quired  to  be  rendered  by  postmasters,  it  shall  be  the  make      re- 
duty  of  postmasters  at  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  g^^^^^ents^ 
Baltimore,  and  New  Orleans,  and  the  other  several  cities  received 
of  the  Union,  each  and  every  year  hereafter,  to  render  ^^'om.  boxes, 
a  quarter-yearly  account  to  the  Postmaster  General,     ^' 
under  oath,  in  such  form  as  the  latter  shall  prescribe, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  full  effect  to  this  proviso,  of 
all  emoluments  or  sums  by  them  respectively  received 
for  boxes,  or  pigeon-holes,  or  other  receptacles  for  let- 
ters or  papers,  and  by  them  charged  for  to  individuals; 
or  for  the  delivery  of  letters  or  papers  at  or  from  any 
place  in  either  of  said   cities,  other   than  the  actual 
post  office  of  such  city ;   and  of  all  emoluments,  re- 
ceipts, and   profits,  that  have  come  to  their  hands  by 
reason  of  keeping  branch  post  offices  in  either  of  said 
cities;   and  if,  from   such  accounting,  it   shall   appear  If  (he  net  re- 
that  the  net  amount  received  by  either  of  the   post-  ceipis     ex- 
masters   at  either  of  such  cities,  for  such  boxes,  and  a%ear, 'the 
pigeon-holes,  and    other    receptacles  for    letters    and  excess  shall 
papers,  and  for  delivering  letters  or  papers  at  or  from  !^,^  ^^^^    ^^ 
any  place  in  either  of  said  cities,  other  than  said  post  ter  General, 
office,  and  by  reason  of  keeping  a  branch  post  office  in  for  the  use  oi' 
either  of  said  cities,  shall,  in  the  aggregate,  exceed  jjJent  "^^'^^' 
the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  in   any  one  year, 
such  excess  shall  be  paid  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
for  the  use  and  purposes  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment;  and  no  postmaster  shall,  hereafter,  under  any  Nopostmas- 
pretence  whatsoever,  have,  or  receive,  or  retain  for  terto receive 
himself,  in   the  aggregate,  more  than   five    thousand  ^^^nnn  ^^^^^ 
dollars  per  year,  including  salary,  commissions,  boxes,  year,  salary 
and  all  other  fees,  perquisites,  and  emoluments,  of  any  included. 
name  or   character  whatsoever,  and  for   any  service 
"whatsoever. 

[Approved,  May  I85  1842. 
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AN  ACT 

Legalizing  and  making  appropriations  for  snch  necessary  objects  as 
have  been  usually  included  in  the  general  appropriation  bills  without 
authority  of  law,  and  to  fix  and  provide  for  certain  incidental  expenses 
of  the  departments  and  offices  of  Government,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Report  of      Sec.  1 1.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
clerks     and  ^^j^,.  ^f  ^j^j^  Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treasurv,  War, 

other      per-  .      .  »/  j  ■> 

sons      ern-  ^^^  Navy,  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  of  the 
p'.oyed  to  be  Postmaster  GeoeraL  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and 
KJade        to  ^^  ^^^  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  report 
Congress,      to  Congress,  at  the  beginning  of  each  year,  the  names 
of  the  clerks  and  other  persons  that  have  been  em- 
ployed, respectively,  during  the  preceding  year,  or  any 
part  thereof,  in  their  respective  departments  and  offices, 
together  v/ith  the  time  that  each  clerk  or  other  person 
was   actually  employed,  and  the  sums   paid   to  each; 
and,  also,  whether  they  have  been  usefully  employed  ; 
whether  the  services  of  any  of  them  can  be  dispensed 
with   without  detriment  to  the   public   service;   and 
whether  the  removal  of  any  individuals,  and   the  ap- 
pointment of  others  in  their  stead,  is  required  for  the 
better  despatch  of  business ;  and  no  greater  allowance 
shall  be  made  to  any  such  clerk,  or  other  person,  than 
is  or  may  be  authorized  by  law,  except  to  watchmen 
and  messengers,  for  any  labor  or  services  required  of 
them  beyond  the  particular  duties  of  their  respective 
stations,  rendered  at  such  times  as  does  not  interfere 
with  the  performance  of  their  regular  duties. 
No  allow-       Sec  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  allow- 
ance to   be  ance  or  compensation  shall  be  made  to  any  clerk,  or 
other  officer,  by  reason  of  the  discharge  of  duties  which 
belong  to  any  other  clerk  or  officer  in  the  same  or  any 
other  department;  and  no  allowance  or  compensation 
shall   be  made  for  any  extra  services  whatever  which 
any  clerk  or  officer  may  be  required  to  perform. 
I)  it}  ofchief      Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  \i  shall  be 
perTisJ^  the  ^'"^  ^^^y  of  each  chief  or  principal  clerk  in  the  respec- 
duties       of  tive  departments,  bureaus,  and  other  offices,  to  super- 
oth^r  clerks,,  yig^^  under  the  direction  of  his  immediately  superior 
officer,  the  duties  of  the  other  clerks  therein,  and  to 
see  that  their  duties  are  faithfully  executed,  and  that 
!such   duties   are   distributed   with   equality  and   uni~ 
formity,  according   to  the  nature  of  the  case.     And 


jnade  for  ex - 
txa  services 
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such  distribution  shall  be  revised,  from  time  to  time, 
by  the  said  chief  or  principal  clerk,  for  the  purpose  of 
correcting  any  tendency  to  undue  accumulation  or  re- 
duction of  duties,  whether  arising  from  individual 
negligence  or  incapacity,  or  from  increase  or  diminu- 
tion of  particular  kinds  of  business  ;  and  such  chief  or  ^ 
principal  clerk  shall  report  monthly  to  his  superior 
officer  any  existing  defect  that  he  may  be  aware  of  in 
the  arrangement  or  despatch  of  business;  and  such 
defect  shall  be  amended  by  new  arrangements  of 
duties,  dismissal  of  negligent  or  incompetent  officers, 
or  otherwise. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  Manner  m 
the  duty  of  the  several  heads  of  departments,  in  com-  j^^tes  are  to 
raunicating  estimates  of  expenditures  and  appropria-  be  commu- 
tions  to  Congress,  and  to  any  of  the  committees  there-  "^'cated 
of,  to  specify,  as  nearly  as  may  be  convenient,  the 
sources  from  which  such  estimates  are  derived,  and 
the  calculations  upon  which  they  are  founded  ;  and,  in 
so  doing,  to  discriminate  between  such  estimates  as 
are  conjectural  in  their  charaster,  and  such  as  are 
framed  upon  actual  information  and  application  fiom 
disbursing  officers  ;  and,  in  communicating  the  several 
estimates,  reference  shall  be  given  to  the  laws  and 
treaties  by  which  they  are  authorized,  the  dates 
thereof,  and  the  volume,  page,  and  section  in  which 
the  necessary  provisions  are  contained. 

Sec,  15.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  extra  Employ- 
clerk  shall  be  employed  in  any  department,  bureau,  [J^aclerL^^ 
or  of&ce,  at  the  seat  of  Government,  except  during  the 
session  of  Congress,  or  when  indispensably  necessary 
io  enable  such  department,  bureau,  or  office,  to  an- 
swer some  call  made  by  either  House  of  Congress  at 
one  session,  to  be  answered  at  another  ;  and  not  then, 
except  by  order  of  the  head  of  the  department  in 
which,  or  in  some  bureau  or  office  of  which,  such 
extra  clerk  shall  be  employed;  and  no  such  extra 
clerk,  for  copying,  shall  receive  more  than  three 
dollars  per  day,  or  for  any  other  service  more  than 
four  dollars  per  day,  for  the  time  actually  and  neces- 
sarily employed. 
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Employ-      Sec.  16,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  mes- 
S8n"ers,'"?a-  senger,  assistant  messenger,  laborer,  or  other  person, 
borers,  '&c.   shall    be    employed    in    any  department,   bureau,   or 
office,  at  the  seat  of  Government,  or  paid  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  appropriated  to  such  department,  bu- 
,  reau,  or  office,  unless  such  employment  shall  be  au- 

thorized by  law,  or  shall  become  necessary  to  carry 
into  effect  some  object  for  which  appropriations  may 
Purchase  of  be  specifically  made;  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
newspapers.  ^Q||gj.g  pgj.  annum  shall  be  applied  by  each  depart- 
ment (except  the  Department  of  State)  for  the  pur- 
chase of  newspapers  for  such  department,  and  all  the 
bureaus  and  offices  connected  therewith;  and  such 
papers  shall  be  preserved  as  files  for  said  department. 
Stationery  Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  euacfedy  That  ail  sta- 
f^."'^J°^P^Y' ^io^^6^"y?  of  every  name  and  nature,  for  the  use  of  the 
furnished  &  ^wo  Houses  of  Congress,  and  all  stationery  and  job 
performed  printings  of  every  name  and  nature,  for  the  use  of  the 
by  contract  geyrgj-^i  departments  of  the  Government,  and  for  the 
bureaus  and  offices  in  those  departments  at  Washing- 
ton, including  ail  stationery,  blanks,  wrapping  paper, 
and  tw"ine,  and  mail  bags,  furnished  the  post  offices  and 
collectors'  offices  throughout  the  United  States,  shall 
hereafter  be  furnished  and  performed  by  contract,  by 
the  lowest  bidder,  as  follows  :  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
the  head  of  each  department,  and  such  deputy  post- 
masters in  the  Post  Office  establishment,  and  such 
collectors  in  the  custom-house  establishment,  as  the 
Postmaster  General  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  respectively  designate  for  that  purpose,  shall  re- 
spectively advertise,  once  a  week,  for  at  least  four 
weeks,  in  one  or  more  of  the  principal  papers  pub- 
lished in  the  places  where  such  articles  are  to  be 
furnished,  or  such  printing  done,  for  sealed  proposals 
for  furnishing  such  articles,  or  the  whole  of  any  par- 
ticular class  of  articles,  or  fordoing  such  printing,  or 
the  whole  of  any  specified  job  thereof,  to  be  done  at 
such  place,  specifying  in  such  adv^ertisement  the 
amount,  quantity,  and  description  of  each  kind  of  arti- 
cles to  be  furnished,  and,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  nature, 
amount,  and  kind  of  printing  to  be  done  ;  and  all  such 
proposals  shall  be  kept  sealed  until  the  day  specified 


in  sucli  advertisement  for  opening  the  same,  when  they 
shall  be  opened,  by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  officer 
making  such  advertisement,  in  the  presence  of  at  least 
two  persons;  and  the  person  offering  to  furnish  any 
class  of  such  articles,  or  to  perform  any  specified  por- 
tion or  job  of  said  work,  and  giving  satisfactory  security 
for  the  performance  thereof,  under  a  forfeiture  not 
exceeding  twice  the  contract  price  in  case  of  failure, 
shall  receive  a  contract  for  doing  the  same  ,  and  in  case 
the  lowest  bidder  shall  fail  to  enter  into  such  contract 
and  give  such  security  within  a  reasonable  time,  to  be 
fixed  in  such  advertisement,  then  the  contract  shall  be 
given  to  the  next  lowest  bidder  who  shall  enter  into 
such  contract  and  give  such  security.  And  in  case  of 
a  failure  to  supply  the  articles  or  to  perform  the  work, 
by  the  person  entering  into  such  contract,  he  and  his 
'Sureties  shall  be  liable  for  the  forfeiture  specified  in 
such  contract,  as  liquidated  damages,  to  be  sued  for  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  in  any  court  liaving 
jurisdiction  thereof. 

Sec.   18.     And  be  it  further  enaciedy  That  all  such      Bids  aod 
bids  or  proposals  shall    be    returned   by   the    person  ^'"^P^^^'^  ^^ 

,        .  ^  ,  ^  ^  •  I      .  •  1  ^        ,       be    preserv- 

authorized,  as  atoresaid,  to  receive  the  same,  to  the  ed,  &c. 
Executive  Department  from  which  such  authority  is 
derived,  and  shall  be  preserved  in  said  Department, 
subject  to  such  examination  as  Congress  may  at  any 
time  order  and  direct. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  farther  enacted y  That  no  part  Relative  to 
of  the  contingent  fund  appropriated  to  any  department,  ^Jiepurchase 
bureau,  or  office,  shall  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
books,  periodicals,  pictures,  or  engravings,  or  other 
thing,  except  such  books,  periodicals,  and  maps,  or 
other  thing,  as  the  head  of  such  department  shall  deem 
necessary  and  proper  to  carry  on  the  business  of  such 
department,  and  shall,  by  written  order,  direct  to  be 
procured  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  Detailed 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  at  the  com- t^g  ^'^^" j^^^. 
mencement  of  every  re2;ular  session  of  Congress,  to  in  which  the 
report  to  the  Senate,  and  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  J^'^^/^Sft 
Kepresentatives  to  report  to  the  House,  and  or  the  head  been  expen- 
of  each  department  to  report  to  Congress,  a  detailed  <led  to  be  re- 
statement  of  the  manner  in  which  the  contingent  fund  c^'^tre^g  ^ 
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for  each  House,  and  of  their  respective  departments, 
and  for  the  bureau  and  offices  therein,  has  been  ex- 
pended, giving  the  names  of  every  person  to  whom  any 
portion  thereof  has  been  paid  ;  and  if  for  anything  fur- 
nished, the  quantity  and  price  ;  and  if  lor  any  services 
rendered,  the  nature  of  such  service,  and  the  time  em- 
ployed, and  the  particular  occasion  or  cause,  in  brief, 
that  rendered  such  service  necessary;  and  the  amount 
of  all  former  appropriations  in  such  case  on  hand,  either 
in  the  Treasury  or  in  the  hands  of  any  disbursing 
officer  or  agent.  And  they  shall  require  of  the  dis- 
bursing officers,  acting  under  their  direction  or  authori- 
ty, the  return  of  precise  and  analytical  statements  and 
receipts  for  all  the  moneys  which  have  been,  from 
time  to  time,  during  the  next  preceding  year,  expended 
by  them  ;  and  the  results  of  such  returns,  and  the  sums 
total  shall  be  communicated  annually  to  Congress,  by 
the  said  officers,  respectively. 

[Approved,  August  26,  1842. 


AN  ACT 

To  re-organize  the  Navy  Department  of  the  United  States. 

Franking      Sec.  7.     And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  chief 

pTAvile^.      of  each  bureau  hereby  established  shall  be  authorized 

to  frank  all  communications  from  his  bureau  ;  and  all 

communications  to  his  bureau,  on  the  business  thereof^, 

shall  be  free  of  postage. 

[Approyed,  August  31,  1842. 


AN  ACT 

To  authorize  the  Chief  Clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
frank  public  and  official  documents  sent  from  that  ollice. 

Tranking  Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
I>rivi  ege.  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  right  and  privilege  of 
franking  all  public  and  official  documents  that  may  be 
sent  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and 
hereby  is,  granted  to  the  chief  clerk  in  that  office. 
[Approykv J  February  15,  1843. 
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AN  ACT 

Regulating  the  curiency  of  foreign  coins  in  the  United  States. 

Part  of  Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  That  from  and  after  AUa  the  lotj. 
the  passage  of  this  act,  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  j^reiEn  goia  &' 
shall  pass  current  as  money  within  the  United  States,  siivci  coins  to 
and  be  a  legal  tender  for  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  ^^^  ^  '^^^^  ^^"' 
demands,  at  the  several  and  respective  rates  following,  payment  of  all 
and  not  otherwise,  viz:  The  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  tl<'^j'^^  and  de- 
and  Portugal,  of  their  present  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  "atrs'spedfie^^^^ 
hundred  cents  for  every  twenty-seven  grains  of  the  ac-  &c.,  kc. 
tual  weight  thereof;    the  2;old  coins  of  France,  Spain,     Rates  of  for- 
and  the  dominions  of  Spain,  of  their  present  standard,  '''^   ^ 
Sit  the  rate  of  one  hundred   cents  for  every  twenty- 
seven  grains  and  two-lifths  of  a  grain  of   the  actual 
weight  thereof;  Spanish  milled  dollars,  at  the  rate  of    Rates  of  fo?^ 
one  hundred  cents  for  each,  the  actual  weisiht  whereof  *-''?"       ^^^^^^ 
shall   not  be  less  than   seventeen   pennyweights   and 
seven  grains,  and  in  proportion  for  the  parts  of  a  dol- 
lar; crowns  of  France,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  cents  for  each   crown,  the  actual  weight  whereof 
shall  not  be  less  than  eighteen  pennyweights  and  sev- 
enteen  grains,  and  in  proportion   for   the   parts  of  a 
erown.  [Approvjed,  April  10,  1806. 


coins. 


AN  ACT 

Regulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  silver  coins  within  the  United 

States. 

vSec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  from  and  after  the  Certain  sil^ei^ 
passage  of  this  act,  the  following  silver  coins  shall  be  J^°"^  ^^  P^®  ^-5^ 
of  the  legal  value,  and  shall  pass  current  as  money 
within  the  United  States,  by  tale,  for  the  payment  of 
all  debts  and  demands,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred 
cents  to  the  dollar ;  that  is  to  say,  the  dollar  of  Mex- 
ico, Peru,  Chili,  and  Central  America,  of  not  less 
weight  than  four  hundred  and  fifteen  grains  each,  and 
those  re-stamped  in  Brazil,  of  the  like  weight,  of  not 
less  fineness  than  ten  ounces,  fifteen  pennyweights  of 
pure  silver  in  the  Troy  pound  of  twelve  ounces  of 
standard  silver,  and  the  five  franc  pieces  of  France, 
when  of  not  less  fineness  than  ten  ounces  and  sixteen 
pennyweights  in  twelve  ounces  Troy  weight  of  stand- 
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ard  silver,  and  weighing  not  less  than  three  hundred 
and  eighty-four  grains  each,  at  the  rate  of  ninety-three 
sents  each.  [Approved,  June  25,  1834. 


AN  ACT 

Eegulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  gold  coins  witliin  the  United 

States. 

ftisaxiiffcl  and  Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  8{c.,  That  from  and  after  the 
^'^%^^-^^^^^"^"-rthirty-rirst  day  of  July  next,  the  following  gold  coins 
shall  pass  as  current  within  the  United  Sates,  and  be 
receivable  in  all  payments,  by  weight,  for  payment  of 
all  debts  and  demands,  at  the  rates  following,  that  is  to 
say:  The  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  Portugal  and 
Brazil,  of  not  less  than  twenty-two  carats  fine,  at  the 
rate  of  ninety-four  cents  and  eight-tenths  of  a  cent 
per  pennyw^eight ;  the  gold  coins  of  France  nine-tenths 
fine,  at  the  rate  of  ninety-three  cents  and  one-tenth  of 
a  cent  per  pennyweight ;  and  the  gold  coins  of  Spain, 
Mexico,  and  Colombia,  of  the  fineness  of  twenty  carats 
-three  grains  and  seven-sixteenths  of  a  grain,  at  the 
rates  of  eighty-nine  cents  and  nine-tenths  of  a  cent  per 
pennyweight. 

[Approved,  June  28,  1834. 


AN  ACT 

'Supplementary  to  the  act  entitled   "An  act  establishing  a  Mint  and 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States." 

W>e^-^of  sil-      Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  of  the  sil- 
'm^smiSB.        ^^^^  ^^.^g^  ^j^g  ^^jl^^  gj^^H  ^g  ^P  ^^g   weight  of  four 

tiundred  and  twelve  and  one-half  grains ;  the  half-dol- 
lar of  the  weight  of  two  hundred  and  six  and  one- 
fourth  grains;  the  quarter-dollar  of  the  weight  of  one 
liondred  and  one-eighth  grains  ;  the  dime,  or  tenth 
part  of  a  dollar,  of  the  weight  of  forty-one  and  a  quar- 
ter grains ;  and  the  half-dime,  or  twentieth  part  of  a 
.dollar,  of  the  weight  of  twenty  grains  and  five-eights 
Slypes- rslris  a  of  a  grain.  And  that  dollars,  half-dollars,  quarter-dol- 
ifeipisieEien  iars,  dimes,  and  half-dimes,  shall  be  legal  tenders  of 
payment,  according  to  their  nominal  value,  for  any 
sums  whatever. 
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Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  of  the  gold       Weight  of 
coins,  the  weight  of  the  eagle  shall  be  two  hundred  ^"^     coma, 
and  fifty-eight  grains  ;   that  of  the  half-eagle,  one  hun- 
dred   and    twenty-nine   grains  ;     and    of  the  quarter- 
eagle,  sixty-four   and   one-half    grains,   and    that    for 
all  sums  whatever,  the  eagle  shall  be  a  legal  tender  of  Gold  coins  to 
payment  for   ten   dollars;  the   half  half-eagle  for   five^^.^^^S^^' ^^" 
dollars;    and  quarter-eagle  for  two  and   a  half  dollars. 

Sec.  11.  Ajid  bed  further  cnaciedj  Thsit  the    silver    Gold  and  sil- 
coins  heretofore  issued  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States,  yer  coins here- 
ind  the  gold  coins  issued  since  the  thirty-first  day   of  (^^''be  jTelfl 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  shall  tender. 
[continue  to  be  legal  tenders  of  payment  for  their  nomi- 
!ial  values,  on  the  same  terms  as  if  they  were  of  the 
[coinage  provided  for  by  this  act. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  o(  the  cop-  Weight  of 
3er  coins,  the  weight  of  a  cent  shall  be  one  hundred  ^^i^f*^"^ 
ind  sixty-eight  grains,  and  the  weight  of  the  half-cent 
iighty-four  grains.  And  the  cent  shall  be  considered 
)f  the  value  of  one  hundredth  part  of  a  dollar,  and  the 
lalf-cent  of  the  value  of  two  hundredth  parts  of  a 
iollar.  [Approved,  January  18,  1837. 


corns, 


AN  ACT 

ro  provide  more  eiTectually  for  the  settlement  of  accounts  between  the 
United  States  and  receivers  of  public  money.* 

Sec.  5.   That  where  any   revenue  officer,  or  other     Where Rev- 

"jerson,   hereafter   becoming  indebted   to   the    United  ^^  ^jj^g^  pg^^ 

States,  by  bond  or  otherwise,  shall  become  insolvent,  sons    become 

)r  where  the  estate  of  any  deceased  debtor,  in  the  hands  i"'^®^^e"t,    or 

.  .  .  v^'fien   tile  cs- 

)f  executors  or  administrators,  shall  be  insufficient  to  tate  of  any  de- 

:)ay  all  the  debts  due  from  the  deceased,  the  debt  due  ceased  debtor 

o  the  United  States  shall  be  first  satisfied;    and   the  ^^'^^h^^^'^^^^^^^^ 

priority  hereby  established  shall  be  deemed  to  extend,  due'the  United 

is  well  as  to  cases  in  which  a  debtor,  not  having  suffi-  J^^^*^^  ,.H  f'® 

,  ,,  iiri'jijL        inn  hrst  satisfied. 

nent  property  to  pay  all   oi   his   debts,  shall  make   a 

^'oluntary  assignment  thereof,  or  in   which  the   estate 

md  effects  of  an  absconding,  concealed,  or  absent  debtor, 

shall  be  attached  by  process  of  law,  as  to  cases  in  which 

m  act  of  legal  bankruptcy  shall  be  committed. 

[Approved,  March  3,  1797. 

*  See  Sec.  13,  page  33,  Act  of  13136,  as  to  the  priority  of  payment  to 
he  United  States. 


Note. — The  priority  of  payment  claimed  by  the  United  States  is  de- 
rived from  certain  acts  of  Congress.  These  several  acts  are,  the  act  of  31st 
July,  1789,  ch.  5,  sec.  21,  the  act  of  4th  Auij;ust,  1790,  ch.  85,  sec.  45, 
the  act  of  1792,  ch.  27,  sec.  IS,  the  act  of  lid  of  March,  1797,  ch.  74, 
sec.  5,  and  the  act  of  2(1  of  March,  1799,  ch.  128,  sec.  65.  All  these  acts^ 
except  that  of  1797,  confirmed  the  priority  of  the  United  States  to  cus-. 
tom-house  bonds,  and  bonds  taken  under  the  collection  act.  It  was  the 
act  of  1797  that  went  further,  and  gave  a  preference  to  the  United  States 
in  all  cases  whatever,  whoever  uiight  be  the  debtor,  or  however  he 
might  be  indebted.  The  act  of  2d  July,  1836,  "  to  change  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Post  Office  Department,"  &.C.,  he,  sec.  13,  provides  that 
all  suits  to  be  commenced  for  debts  or  balances  due  tlie  Department, 
"shall  have  all  the  privileges  <i\u\ priorities  in  adjudication  -and payment 
secured  to  other  claims  of  the  United  States  by  the  existing- 1  an- s."  This 
act  clothes  the  Post  Office  Department  with  all  the  power  and  privi- 
leges as  regards  priority  of  payment  which  exist  uuder  the  collection 
act  of  1799,  and  all  preceding  acts  of  Congress. 

This  priority  is  given  by  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1797,  ch.  94.  It  is  also  given  by  the  6.5th  section  of  the  collection  law, 
in  the  words  following :  "•  And  in  all  cases  of  insolvency,  or  where  any 
estate  in  the  hands  of  the  executors,  administrators,  or  assi";ns,  shall  be 
insutiicivnt  to  pay  all  the  debts  due  from  the  deceased,  the  debt  or  debts 
due  to  the  United  States  on  such  bond  or  bonds  shall  be  first  satisfied." 
In  the  same  section,  the  Legislature  explain  their  meaning  of  "  insol- 
vency," by  declaring  that  it  shall  be  deemed  to  extend,  as  well  to  cases 
in  which  a  debtor,  not  having  sufficient  property  to  pay  all  his  debts, 
shall  make  a  voluntary  assignment  thereof  ibr  the  benefit  of  his  credi- 
tors, or  in  which  the  estate  or  etfects  of  an  absconding,  concealed,  or 
absent  debtor  shall  have  been  attached  by  process  of  law,  as  to  cases  in 
which  an  act  of  legal  bankruptcy  shall  have  been  committed.  In  giv- 
ing a  construction  to  these  statutes,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  has  held  that  they  only  apply  to  two  general  classes  of  cases,  viz  i 
A  living  insolvent,  having  an  assignee,  and  a  dead  insolvent,  represented 
by  executors  and  administrators. — (Conard  vs.  Nicholl,  4th  Peters'  Rep., 
808.)  That  the  priority  of  payment,  as  against  living  debtors,  only  where 
the  debtor  had  become  actually  and  notoriously  insolvent,  manifested  by 
some  open  act,  as  taking  the  oath  of  insolvent  debtors,  under  the  law  of 
some  ot'  the  States. — ( See  3  Cr.,  73;  1  Pet.,  439.)  It  is  not  a  mere  inability 
of  the  debtor  to  pay  all  his  debts,  but  that  inability  must  be  manifested 
in  one  of  the  three  modes  pointed  out  in  the  explanatory  clause  of  the 
65th  section  of  the  act  of  1799.  The  preference  of  the  United  States 
does  not  extend  to  cases  where  the  debtor  has  not  made  an  assignment 
of  the  whole  of  his  property.  If  the  assignment  leaves  out  a  trivial  part 
of  his  property  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  act  giving  the  preference, 
it  will  be  considered  as  a  fraud  upon  the  law,  and  the  court  treat  it  as  a 
total  divestment.  The  deed  of  assignment  must  embrace  all  of  the 
property  of  the  debtor,  &,c.,  &c. — (4th  vol.  Wheaton,  lOS.)  A  deed 
executed  by  a  debtor  of  the  United  States,  conveying  all  his  property 
in  the  possession  of  the  debtor,  to  trustees,  for  the  payment  of  his  debts, 
not  including  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  is  an  act  of  insolvency,  both 
within  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  act  of  Congress  giving  priority  in  such 
cases  to  debts  due  the  United  States  over  all  others  ;  and  the  priority 
attaches  at  the  instant  that  the  deed  is  executed. —  (United  States  et.  al. 
«3.  Cocliran,  et.  al.,  Brocken  C.  C,  Rep.  274.)  The  preference  of  the 
United  States  will  not  relate  back  to  the  act  of  insolvency  so  as  to  over- 
reach intermediate  bona  fide  securities  given  by  the  insolvent  to  credi- 
tors. It  has  been  the  uniform  construction  of  the  5th  section  of  the 
act  of  1797,  (1.  Story's  Laws,  464,)  and  of  the  similar  provision  in  the 
65th  section  of  the  collection  act  of  1799,  (1  Story's  Laws,  630,)  that 
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whether  in  a  case  of  insolvency,  death,  or  assignment,  the  property  of 
a  debtor  passes  to  the  assignee,  executor,  or  administrator,  the  priority 
of  the  United  States,  operating  not  to  prevent  the  transmission  of  the 
property,  but  giving  them  a  preference  in  payment  out  of  the  proceeds. — 
(Brent  vs.  The  Bank  of  Washington,  10  Peters',  596.)  When  the  pri- 
ority of  the  United  States  has  actually  attached,  there  is,  strictly  speak- 
ing, no  lien,  either  general  or  specific,  on  the  property  in  the  hands  of 
the  executors,  administrators,  assigns,  or  tiustees,  as  the  case  may  be; 
but  only  a  claim  on  the  funds  in  their  hands.  The  priority  established, 
can  never  attacii  while  the  debtor  continues  the  owner  and  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  property,  although  he  may  be  unable  to  pay  his  debts, 
and  no  evidence  ca!i  be  received  of  the  insolvency  of  the  debtor  until  he 
has  been  divested  of  his  property  in  one  of  the  rnodes  stated  in  the  col- 
lection act.  And  when  he  is  thus  divested  of  his  property,  the  per- 
son who  bacomes  invested  with  the  title  is  thereby  made  a  trustee  for 
the  United  States,  and  is  bound  to  pay  their  debt  first  oat  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  debtor's  property. — (Boaston  vs.  The  Farmers' Bank  of 
Delaware,  12  Peters'  133.)  The  moment  the  transfer  of  property  takes 
place  under  the  statute,  the  person  taking  it,  whether  by  voluntary  as- 
signment or  by  operation  of  law,  becomes  bound  to  the  United  States 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  trust. — (1  Peters'  Rep.  439;  T^ 
Peters',  131.) 

When  the  insolvency  or  acts  of  ban'cruptcy  required  by  the  statutes 
have  actually  occurred,  the  priority  imtnediately  attache.?;  althongh 
sometime  m:iy  elapse  before  a  trustee  be  formally  appointed.  Every 
person  indebted  to  the  insolvent,  or  in  the  possession  of  his  pro[)erty, 
becomes,  as  to  such  debt  or  property,  the  trustee  of  the  United  States 
from  the  moment  he  has  notice  of  their  priority.  Should  he  actually 
pay  over  tiie  debt,  or  deliver  the  property  to  another  creditor,  with  no- 
tice of  the  claim  of  the  United  States,  he  is  responsible.  An  assignea 
is  not  liable  under  the  acts  of  Congress  until  notice  of  the  debt  due  to 
the  United  States.  But  the  notice  need  not  be  given  by  the  United 
States  ;  nor  is  a  judgment  or  suit  against  him  necessary,  in  order  to 
charge  him  with  notice.  The  notice  must  be  such  as  is  required  in  or- 
dinary cases  of  trustees,  and  enough  to  put  a  prudent  man  on  inquiry. — 
(2  Wash.  C,  C.  Kep.,  196.)  Assignees  and  trustees,  administrators 
and  executors,  are  personally  liable  if  they  omit  to  discharge  such  debt 
or  debts,  i(  Ainds  actually  come  into  their  hands.  If  a  debtor  dies  with- 
out sufficient  property  to  pay  his  debts,  tire  right  to  satisfaction  out  of 
his  estate,  in  preference  to  other  creditors,  is  undoubtedly  in  the  United 
Stales.— (10  Peters',  612.) 

The  priority  of  the  United  States  does  not  extend  so  as  to  take  the 
property  of  a  partner  from  partnership  eilects  to  pay  a  separate  debt 
due  by  such  partner  to  the  United  States,  when  the  partnership  effects 
are  not  surficient  to  satisfy  the  creditors  of  the  partnership. — (United 
-States  vs.  Hack  et.  al.,  8  Peters',  271.)  If  there  be  any  deficiency  i« 
the  proceeds  of  any  particular  estate  to  pay  the  mortgages  thereon,  the 
mortgagees  cannot  corae  in  upon  the  funds  and  proceeds  of  the  aalea  of 
other  estates,  except  as  general  ci-editors. 
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"ORGANIZATION    OF    THE    POST    OFFICE     DEPARTMENT. 

CHAPTER  1. 
The  duties  of  the  Department  are  divided  and  distributed  as  follows,  viz: 

Sec.  1.  The  general  supervision  of  the  Post  Office  Department  is  lodged 
toy  the  Constitution  and  laws  with  the  Postmaster  General ;  and  with  the  view 
to  the  more  convenient  and  prompt  dispatch  of  business,  the  duties  of  the 
Department  are  subdivided  among  the  following  bureaus  :  the  Contract  Of- 
fice, under  the  charge  of  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster  General ;  the 
Appointment  Office,  under  the  charge  of  the  Second  Assistant  Postmaster 
General;  the  Inspection  Oltice,  under  the  charge  of  the  Third  Assistant 
Postmaster  General ;  and  the  Miscellaneous  branch,  under  the  charge  of 
ihe  Chief  Clerk. 

FIRST     ASSISTANT     POSTMASTER     GENERAL. 

Contract  Office. 

2.  To  this  office  are  assigned  the  duties  of  arranging  the  connexions  of  the 
mails  on  all  the  mail  routes  in  the  United  States,  adjustino-  the  speed  of  the 
mails,  fixing  on  the  frequency  of  their  trips  and  the  mode  of  conveyance, 
making  out  advertisements  for  mail  contracts,  receiving  the  bids,  preparino- 
them  for  the  action  of  the  Postmaster  General,  preparing  forms  of  con- 
tracts, sending  them  out  and  seeing  to  their  execution,  examining  and  pre- 
paring for  decision  all  propositions  for  changes  in  the  mail  service,  fixing 
on  the  location  of  distributing  post  offices,  directing  the  course  and  distri- 
bution of  the  mails,  and  performing  all  acts  appertaining  to  post  roads  which 
are  necessary  to  put  the  mails  in  motion,  and  regulate  their  conveyance, 
speed,  and  connexion. 

To  this  office  ail  proposals  for  mail  service,  and  all  letters  relatino-  to 
the  making  or  changing  of  contracts  and  schedules,  and  every  thing  else 
having  reference  to  the  transportation  of  mails,  should  be  directed. 

1« 


SECOND    ASSISTANT     POSTMASTER     GENERAL. 

Appointment  Office. 

3-  To  this  office  are  assigned  all  questions  which  relate  to  the  estab- 
lishment and  discontinuance  of  post  offices,  changes  of  sites  and  nameSy 
appointment  and  removal  of  deputy  postmasters,  as  also  the  giving  instruc- 
tions to  deputy  postmasters.  Deputy  postmasters  are  furnished  with 
stamps  and  blanks  by  this  bureau. 

THIRD      ASSISTANT     POSTMASTER     GENERAL. 

Inspection  Office, 

4.  To  this  office  is  assigned  the  duty  of  seeing  that  all  deputy  post- 
masters at  the  beginning  and  ends  of  routes,  and  such  others  as  may  be 
directed  by  the  Postmaster  General,  keep  and  return  registers  of  the  arrival 
and  departure  of  the  mails,  according  to  law ;  of  examining  said  registers, 
noting  all  delinquencies  of  contractors,  and  preparing  them  for  the  action  of 
the  Postmaster  General:  receiving  and  preparing  for  decision  all  special 
complaints  against  contractors  ;  furnishing  blanks  for  mail  registers ;  pro- 
viding and  sending  out  mail  bags  and  mail  locks  and  keys,  and  doing  all 
other  things  which  may  be  necessary  to  secure  a  faithful  and  exact  per- 
formance of  their  contract  service  on  the  part  of  contractors. 

To  this  office  all  mail  registers,  and  all  letters  complaining  of,  or  report- 
ing contractors,  should  be  directed. 

Each  of  the  said  offices  of  the  Department  is  under  the  control  and 
direction  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

Auditors  Office. 

5.  The  act  of  1836,  sec.  8,  established  the  office  of  "  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Department.''''  To  this  office  the  law  assigns 
the  duty  of  settling  all  accounts  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  w^hether  of 
deputy  postmasters,  contractors,  or  others. 

6.  The  duty  of  commencing  suit  is  assigned  by  the  act  of  2d  of  July^ 
1836,  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

7.  This  office  reports  all  balances  due  to  contractors  and  others,  in  order 
to  their  payment  by  the  Postmaster  General,  and  all  delinquencies  of  de- 
puty postmasters,  in  paying  over  their  balances  according  to  his  instructions. 

8.  To  the  Auditor  all  accounts  against  or  with  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, (other  than  postmasters'  quarterly  accounts  ;)  all  letters  in  relation 
to  accounts ;  all  letters  enclosing  the  receipts  of  contractors  ;  all  letters  re- 
turning drafts  on  deputy  postmasters;  and  all  other  letters  making  claims 
or  explanatory  of  accounts,  should  be  addressed  to  him. 


Office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the  [service  of  the  Post 

Office  Department* 

9.  The  1st  section  of  the  act  of  July,  1836,  provides  that  the  revenues 
ai^ising  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  all  debts  due  to  the  same,  shall, 
when  collected,  be  paid,  under  the  direction  of  the  Postmaster  General^ 
mto  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates. 

CHAPTER  2. 

Post  Roads. 

Post  roads  are — 

10.  Those  roads  which  aie  declared  by  Act  of  Congress  to  be  such,^- 
Act  March  3,  1823. 

11.  All  waters  on  which  Steamboats  regularly  pass  from  port  to  port- — 
Act  March  3,  1823. 

12.  The  navigable  canals  of  the  several  States. 

13.  All  Railroads  in  the  United  States. 

14.  Those  roads  on  which  the  Postmaster  General  causes  the  mail  to  be 
carried  from  the  nearest  post  offices  on  legally  declared  post  roads,  to 
eourt-houses  not  otherwise  provided  with  the  mail. 

CHAPTER  3. 

Contractors. 

15.  The  Union  is  divided  into  four  contract  sections,  and  a  lettinof  of 
contracts  occurs  consequently  every  year. 

The  contract  sections  aie — 

16.  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massaehusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  and  New  York. 

17.  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Ohio. 

18.  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida. 

19.  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  and  Louisiana. 

20.  The  contract  year  commences  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  four  of  those 
years  constitute  the  full  regular  contract  term. — See  sec.  4,  Act  of  IS25. 

21.  Each  contractor  is  to  execute  an  indenture  of  contract,  and  a  bond, 
with  sureties,  also  a  duplicate  contract  to  be  returned,  both  of  them,  to 
the  contract  office,  the  former  to  be  there  tiled,  and  the  latter  to  be  reported 
by  it  to  the  Auditor.  The  contractor  will  afterwards  receive  from  the 
Contract  Office  a  counterpart  of  the  contract  executed  by  the  Postmaster 
General. 

22.  If  post  offices  depend  for  their  supply  of  the  mail,  upon  postao^es 
received,  and  the  postages  received  should  fall  short  of  the  amount  which 
the  contractor  or  carrier  may  be  authorized  to  receive  out  of  them,  he  can 
kave  no  claim  on  the  Department  for  the  deficiency. 


23.  If  the  surplus  exceeds  the  amount,  as  stipulated  in  the  contract  to 
he  paid  by  the  Department,  the  surplus  is  to  he  held  subject  to  the  draft 
<jr  order  of  the  Department. 

24.  During  the  existence  of  a  contract  for  supplying  an  office,  the 
<4.leputy  postmaster  can  only  pay  according  to  instructions,  or  in  conformity 
with  the  contract,  and  he  must  forward  to  the  Auditor  the  receipt  of  the 
'contractor  for  such  payment  immediately  upon  the  close  of  the  quarter. 

25.  If  the  contractor  remove  or  refuse  to  perform  the  service  stipulated 
in  the  contract,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  deputy  postmaster  to  report 
the  fact  to  the  Postmaster  General,  and  to  furnish  the  name  of  the  person 
(if  one  can  be  found)  who  will  enter  into  contract  at  the  lowest  price,  for 
thQ  residue  of  the  term. 

26.  After  the  expiration  of  a  contract,  and  until  the  Postmaster  General 
li;as  decided  upon  any  ofl'er  to  enter  into  a  new  contract,  or  upon  the  expe- 
cliency  of  discontinuing  the  office,  or  of  making  some  other  provision  for 
its  supply,  deputy  postmasters  cannot  make  any  payment,  unless  express- 
ly authorized  by  him, 

27.  Contractors  are  required,  in  all  cases,  to  carry  the  entire  mail. 
^deputy  postmasters  will  never  permit  them  to  leave  any  part  of  it. 

28.  Neither  are  contractors  permitted  to  leave  bags  of  newspapers  and 
f^amphlets  at  any  places  on  their  routes. 

29.  The  Postmaster  General  may  annul  the  contract  for  failures  on 
ffee  part  of  the  contractor  ;  for  violating  the  Post  Office  laws  ;  for  disobey- 
ing the  instructions  of  the  Department ;  for  refusing  to  discharge  a  carrier 
when  required  by  the  Department ;  for  assigniag  the  contract  without 
tlhe  consent  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

30.  The  Postmaster  General  is  prohibited  by  law  from  knowingly 
Miakifig  a  contract  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  with  any  person  who 
itskali  have  entered  into  any  combination,  or  proposed  to  enter  into  any 
combination,  to  prevent  the  making  of  any  bid  for  a  mail  contract  by  any 
•^ther  person  or  persons,  or  who  shall  have  made  any  agreement,  or  shall 
liave  given  or  performed,  or  promised  to  give  or  perform,  any  consider- 
rfoii  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  any  thing  whatever  to  induce  any  other  person 
mBt  to  bid  for  a  mail  contract. 

CHAPTER  4. 

Proposah  for  carrying  the  Mail 

31-0  A  bid  received  after  the  time  designated  in  the  proposal,  without  the 
f|;;i?'£ranty  required  by  law,  or  that  combines  several  routes  in  one  sum  of 
«s«5»s5^perisation,  cannot  be  considered  in  competition  with  a  regular  propo- 
riSSLt,  5iot  adjudged  to  be  extravagant. 

32.  A  bidder  may  offer  on  Coach,  Railroad,  or  Steamboat  routes,  where 
vifliat  transportation  is  difficult  or  impracticable  at  certain  seasons,  to  substi- 
F'i'ite  horse  or  wagon  conveyance,  or  to  intermit  service  a  speoitied  number 


of  days,  weeks,  or  months.  He  may  propose  to  omit  an  office  that  is  ir- 
accessible,  or  is  not  on  the  stage  road,  the  railway,  or  at  a  steamboat  land- 
ing, as  the  case  may  be  ;  or  he  may  offer  to  substitute  an  inferior  mode 
of  supply  in  such  cases.  He  may  propose  different  days  and  hours  of 
departure  and  arrival ;  provided  no  more  running  time  is  asked,  and  it  is 
obvious  that  no  mail  connexion,  or  other  public  accommodation,  is  pre» 
JHdiced.  He  may  ask  for  a  specified  number  of  days  for  more  runniog^ 
time  to  the  trip  at  certain  seasons  of  peculiarly  bad  roads.  But  beyond 
these  changes,  a  proposal  for  service  different  from  the  advertisement 
will  prevent  its  being  considered  in  competition  with  a  regular  bid  not  set 
aside  for  extravagance  ;  and  where  a  bid  contains  any  of  the  above  altera- 
tions, their  disadvantages  will  be  estimated  in  comparing  it  with  other 
proposals. 

33.  There  should  be  but  one  route  bid  for  in  a  proposal. 

34.  The  route,  the  service,  the  yearly  pay,  the  bidder's  name  and  resi- 
dence, and  the  name  of  each  member  of  the  firm,  where  a  company  offers^ 
should  be  distinctly  stated. 

35.  The  proposals  should  be  directed  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster 
General. 

CHAPTER  5. 

Deputy  Postmasters,  by  whom  appointed, 

36.  Postmasters  at  offices  where  the  commissions  amount  to  one  then- 
sand. dollars  and  upwards,  per  annum,  receive  their  appointment  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  ^cf 
0/1836,  sec.  33. 

37.  Upon  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  postmaster,  he  is  furnished  witf^ 
a  letter  of  appointment  and  a  blank  bond.  Upon  executing  the  bond,  as 
required,  and  taking  the  oath  of  office,  he  is  authorized  to  take  charge  ol 
the  office,  and  not  before. 

TV/io  can  hold  the  office  of  Deputy  Postmaster. 

38.  No  person  can  hold  the  office  of  deputy  postmaster  who  shall  not 
be  an  actual  resident  of  the  city  or  town  wherein  the  post  office  is  situated^ 
or  the  district  of  country  usually  supplied  by  the  office,  ^ct  of  1836^ 
sec.  36. 

39.  No  person  can  hold  the  office  of  deputy  postmaster  who  is  not  ^, 
citizen  of  the  United  States. 

CHAPTER  6. 

Steps  to  be  taken  on  receiving  the  appointment. 

40.  Every  person  who  receives  the  appointment  of  deputy  postmaster,, 
will  take  and  subscribe,  before  a  magistrate,  the  following  oaths,  viz  : 


"I, do  swear,  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  my 

be,)  that  I  will  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  required  of  me,  and  ab- 
stain from  every  thing  forbidden  by  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Post  Office  and  post  roads  within  the  United  States." 

"  J  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be,)  that  I  will  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." — Act  of  \S25,  sec.  2. — Con- 
stitutio7i  of  the  United  States,  article  6. 

41.  These  oaths  should  be  certified  by  the  magistrate  who  administers 
them. 

42.  The  person  appointed  will  then  execute  the  bond  forwarded  to  him 
by  the  Department,  and  signed  in  the  presence  of  suitable  witnesses, 
by  himself  and  at  least  two  sureties,  the  sufficiency  of  each  of  whom,  for 
the  payment  of  the  sum  inserted  in  the  bond,  must  be  shown  as  required 
by  the  form  of  the  bond.     Act  of  1825,  sec.  3. 

43.  In  case  of  the  death,  removal  from  the  State,  or  bankruptcy  of  one 
or  both  of  the  sureties,  the  deputy  postmaster  will  report  the  fact  to  the 
Department,  in  order  that  a  new  bond  may  be  taken. 

44.  The  oaths  and  bond  are  then  to  be  placed  in  the  mail,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Appointment  Office. 

CHAPTER  7. 

Charge  of  the  Office. 

45.  The  office  of  deputy  postmaster  is  one  of  much  trust  and  responsi- 
bility, and  the  appointment  proceeds  from  a  confidence  reposed  in  him 
personally  by  the  Postmaster  General.  Therefore  he  cannot  be  permit- 
ted to  transfer  the  entire  charge  of  his  office,  and  the  performance  of  its 
duties  to  another ;  thus  creating  a  sinecure,  and  virtually  substituting  in 
his  stead  as  deputy  postmaster,  a  person  unknown  to  the  Department. 

46.  It  follows,  also,  that  though  he  may  have  one  or  more  assistants,  he 
is  required  to  have,  in  person,  a  general  superintendence  of  his  office ; 
since  without  it,  the  guaranty  afforded  to  the  Department,  by  the  reputa- 
tion and  character  which  induced  the  appointment,  that  the  office  would 
be  well  conducted,  is  lost. 

47.  The  duties  of  his  office  must  be  performed  only  by  himself,  per- 
sonally, or  by  a  sworn  assistant  or  assistants,  whom  he  may  employ  to 
aid  him,  when  necessary  ;  for  the  care  and  attention  of  every  one  of  whom 
he  will  be  himself  responsible  to  the  Department. 

48.  Every  assistant,  before  he  is  permitted  to  have  any  agency  in  the 
business  of  the  office,  must  take  and  subscribe  the  oaths  set  forth  in  the 
preceding  chapter,  which  must  be  certified  by  a  magistrate,  and  forwarded 
to  the  Department. — Act  of  1825,  sec.  2. 

49.  On  taking  charge  of  a  post  office,  the  deputy  postmaster  will  take 
duplicate  inventories  of  all  property  belonging  to  it,  being  careful  to  make 
separate  ones  of  the  locks,  keys,  aad  mail-bags,  also  of  all  instructions, 


^irctalars,  orders,  <fcc.,  also  of  all  letters,  packets,  newspapers,  and  pam- 
phlets, and  other  mail  matter  on  hand,  stating  the  unpaid  postage,  and. 
footing  up  the  aggregate  amount  thereof. 

50.  He  will  deliver  one  set  of  the  duplicate  inventories,  with  his  receipt 
thereon,  to  his  predecessor,  and  transmit  the  other  to  the  Auditor's  Office, 
one  respecting  locks,  keys,  and  mail-bags,  to  the  Inspection  Office,  and 
that  respecting  the  mail  matter  on  hand,  to  the  Auditor. 

51.  Precaution  should  be  taken  by  the  deputy  postmaster  in  all  cases  t& 
appoint  an  assistant  deputy  postmaster,  where  his  ordinary  assistance  is  not 
needed,  to  prevent  the  office  from  being  left  without  a  duly  qualified  per- 
son to  perform  its  duties,  in  case  of  the  necessary  absence,  the  sickness, 
resignation,  or  death  of  the  deputy  postmaster. 

52.  The  deputy  postmaster  will  cause  his  clerks,  also  the  letter  carriers 
to  take  the  necessary  oaths  of  office,  and  send  them  for  file  to  the  Appoint- 
ment Office  before  they  enter  upon  their  duties.  The  letter  carriers,  also, 
must  execute  bonds,  with  sureties. 

53.  No  person  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years  should  be  employed  as 
a  mail  carrier  on  any  post  route,  or  a  clerk  in  any  post  office  in  the  United 
States.  The  better  to  enforce  this  regulation,  it  is  required  that  the  ages 
of  the  carriers  and  clerks  be  entered  upon  the  oaths  of  office,  which  they 
respectively  take  before  they  are  transmitted  by  the  contractor  or  post- 
master, to  the  Department  for  file.  And  the  special  agents  of  the  Depart- 
ment will  promptly  report  all  instances  of  non-compliance  with  this  regu- 
lation to  the  Appointment  Office. 

54.  Deputy  postmasters,  assistants,  and  clerks,  regularly  employed  and 
engaged  in  post  offices,  and  also  post  riders,  and  drivers  of  mail  stages, 
are  by  law  exempt  from  militia  duty  and  serving  on  juries,  and  from  any 
fine  or  penalty  for  neglect  thereof. — »^ct  of  1825,  sec.  35;  Act  of  1836, 
sec,  34. 

55.  A  deputy  postmaster  will  suffer  no  person  whatever,  except  his 
duly  sworn  assistants,  or  clerks  and  letter-carriers,  who  may  also  have 
been  sworn,  to  have  access  to  the  letters,  newspapers,  and  packets  in  his 
office,  or  whatever  constitutes  a  part  of  the  mail,  or  to  the  mail  keys. 

56.  Mails  may  be  opened  and  made  up  in  the  view  of  persons  not  au- 
thorized to  handle  them,  but  never  within  their  reach  ;  while  discharging 
these  duties,  therefore,  he  will,  if  a  room  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
his  office,  exclude  from  it  all  persons  except  his  assistants  regularly  em- 
ployed and  sworn. 

57.  For  the  safe  keeping  of  letters  and  packets  at  post  offices,  where 
the  business  is  not  so  extensive  as  to  require  the  appropriation  of  a  room 
to  that  use,  a  cheap,  plain  desk,  or  case,  is  to  be  provided  at  the  expense  of 
the  Department,  with  a  good  lock  and  key.  But  this  expense,  nor  any 
contingent  expense,  will  be  allowed,  unless  the  nett  proceeds  of  the. office 
amount  to  at  least  $5  per  quarter. 

58.  The  deputy  postmaster  will  keep  his  office  open  for  the  dispatch 
«®f  business,  every  day,  except  Sunday,  during  the  usual  hours  of  business 


in  the  place ;  and  attend  at  such  other  hours  as  may  be  necessary  to  re- 
ceive and  dispatch  mails. — Act  of  \S1b,  sec.  11. 

59.  When  the  mail  arrives  on  Sunday,  he  will  keep  his  office  open  for 
one  hour  or  more,  if  the  public  convenience  require  it,  after  the  arrival 
and  assortment  thereof,  unless  it  be  during  the  time  of  public  worship  ;  in 
which  case  he  will  keep  the  office  open  for  one  hour  or  more,  if  necessary, 
aRer  the  same  has  ceased. 

60.  It  is  expected  that  a  disposition  to  accommodate  will  prompt  him 
to  search  for  and  deliver  a  letter,  on  the  application  of  a  person  who  can- 
not call  in  the  usual  office  hours. 

6i.  The  deputy  postmaster  having  voluntarily  assumed  the  responsi- 
bilities of  office,  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  abandon  them,  either  by  closing  his 
office,  or  by  transferring  its  management  and  funds  to  an  irresponsible 
person.  Upon  receiving  notice,  at  any  time,  of  a  wish  to  retire,  the  De- 
partment will  take  measures  to  select  and  appoint  a  suitable  successor. 
But  until  a  successor  is  appointed,  and  has  been  qualified  by  giving  bond,  he 
will  continue  in  charge  of  the  office,  either  personally  or  by  an  assistant,, 
for  whose  acts  he  is  responsible. 

62.  If  at  the  expiration  of  any  period  for  which  he  may  have  received 
an  appointment  from  the  President,  or  Postmaster  General,  and  has  not 
received  a  new  appointment  and  qualified  under  it,  or  a  successor  has  not 
been  appointed  and  qualified,  he  will  in  like  manner  continue  in  charge  of 
the  office,  either  personally  or  by  an  assistant,  for  whose  acts  he  is  re- 
ponsible,  until  one  or  other  of  these  events  happen. 

63.  Whether  the  appointment  be  from  the  President  or  the  Postmaster 
General,  in  the  event  of  death,  the  responsibility  of  the  bondsmen  wil! 
continue,  for  the  fidelity  of  the  person  left  in  charge  of  the  office,  until  a 
successor  is  appointed  and  qualified. 

64.  And  it  may  be  lawful  for  the  sureties  or  any  one  of  them  to  perform 
the  duties  of  deputy  postmaster,  by  themselves  or  agent  until  their  suc- 
cessor be  appointed. 

65.  All  instructions,  circulars,  and  orders  received  by  a  deputy  postmas- 
ter, from  any  branch,  or  officer  of  the  Department,  are  to  be  filed  in  the 
office,  and  turned  over  to  his  successor.  In  like  manner  he  will  turn 
over  to  his  successor,  or  in  the  event  of  the  discontinuance  of  the  office, 
deliver  to  the  nearest  postmaster,  as  public  property,  all  desks,  cases, 
and  other  furniture  or  fixtures,  and  all  books,  maps,  blanks,  stationery,  and 
other  articles,  which  have  either  been  furnished  to  him  as  postmaster,  or 
have  been  charged  and  allowed  at  any  time,  whether  as  contingent  ex- 
penses in  the  quarterly  account,  or  as  items  in  the  commission,  emolu- 
ment, or  other  account,  and  which  may  remain  on  hand  when  the  vacan- 
cy or  discontinuance  happens. 

66  .  If,  from  any  cause,  a  post  office  ceases  to  operate,  the  nearest 
deputy  postmaster  on  the  same  route  will  report  the  fact  to  the  Depart- 
ment, and  open  the  mails  addressed  to  such  office,  deliver  the  letters  and 
papers  to  the  persons  entitled  to  them,  and  account  for  the  postage,  in  the 
returns  of  his  own  office. 
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67.  When  the  Postmaster  General  shall  change  the  name  of  arj? 
existing  Post  Office,  the  order  will  not  take  effect  until  the  deputy  post- 
master shall  have  executed  new  bonds  and  returned  them  to  the  Second 
Assistant  Postmaster  General.  When  the  bond  shall  have  been  thus  exe- 
cuted and  returned,  the  name  designated  by  the  Postmaster  General,  will 
be  used  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  the  next  succeeding  quarter. 
But  no  deputy  postmaster  can  change  the  name  of  his  office,  without 
the  order  of  the  Department ;  and  he  is  expected  to  be  particular  in  seeing 
none  otlier  substituted  than  the  proper  official  name  of  his  office. 

68.  In  all  communications  to  the  Department,  as  well  as  in  his  private 
eorrespondence,  every  deputy  postmaster  should  embrace  in  the  date,  the 
name  of  his  post  office,  county,  (district  or  parisli)  and  State, 

CHAPTER  8. 

The  operations  of  the  Department,  on  the  mail  routes,  and  in  the  post 
offices,  are  divided  into — 

1.  The  making  up  and  forwarding  of  mails. 

2.  The  receiving  and  opening  of  mails  and  delivering  of  letters,  news- 
papers, and  packages. 

3.  The  keeping  and  rendering  of  accounts  and  payment  of  balances. 

Making  up  and  forwarding  mails.    What  may  he  admittedinto  the  mail 

69.  The  mails  were  established  for  the  transmission  of  intelligence  ;  the 
articles,  therefore,  proper  to  be  sent  in  them  are  letters,  newspapers,  and^ 
pamphlets. 

70.  Packages  of  every  description,  weighing  more  than  three  pounds',, 
are  to  be  excluded,  except  public  documents,  printed  by  order  of  either 
House  of  Congress,  legally  franked. — Jlct  of  I9th  of  December,  1821,, 
and  Resolution  of  \3lh  of  January,  1831. 

CHAPTER  9. 

How  the  mails  should  be  made  up. 

7 1 .  Letters  received  to  be  sent  by  mail,  should  be  carefully  marked  with 
the  name  of  the  Post  Office  at  which  they  are  received,  and  the  initial  of 
the  State  or  Territory,  the  day  of  the  month  on  which  they  are  forward- 
ed in  the  mail,  and  the  rate  of  postage  chargeable  on  them  ;  or  if  they  be 
free,  with  the  word  Free.  The  name,  date,  and  Free,  may  be  either 
written  or  stamped  on  them. 

72.  At  offices  where  there  is  much  business,  the  work  of  rating  and 
marking  should  be  performed  as  fast  as  the  letters  are  received,  and  not 
left  until  the  time  of  closing  the  mail,  when,  in  the  hurry  of  business, 
many  errors  might  be  committed. 

73.  Letters,  however,  must  bear  post  mark  and  post  bills  must  bear  the 
the  date  on  which  the  mail  leaves  the  post  office. 

74.  Deputy  postmasters  will  carefully  assort  the  letters — and  all  letteis 
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addressed  to  offices  in  his  own  State,  or  offices,  the  location  of  which  are 
known  to  him  in  other  States,  he  shall  mail  direct  to  such  offices,  and  when 
the  location  of  the  offices  are  not  well  known,  he  shall  mail  to  the  dis- 
tributing office  nearest  the  point  addressed  by  the  course  of  the  mail,  and 
write  upon  the  package  the  name  of  the  office  and  State  in  full. 

15.  Way  offices  on  Rail  Roads  will  be  supplied  by  exclianging  of  pouch- 
es as  the  cars  pass,  without  waiting  for  time  to  change  the  mail,  and  depu- 
ty postmasters  at  such  offices  should  have  the  mails  ready  when  the  cars 
come. 

76.  The  number  of  letters  and  amount  of  postage  are  to  be  entered 
imder  the  proper  heads  in  the  post  bill,  to  be  sent  with  them  ;  and  having 
written  the  proper  address  at  the  top  of  the  bill,  the  same  must  be  dated 
and  signed  by  the  deputy  postmaster. 

77.  The  post  bill  being  completed,  its  contents  are  to  entered  in  the 
Accoimt  of  mails  sent,  stating  the  name  of  the  office  (and  State  if  a  dif- 
ferent one,)  to  which  the  mail  is  sent,  (or  if  sent  to  a  distributing  office 
the  name  of  such  office.) 

78.  The  letters  are  to  be  made  up  into  bundles,  and  the  post  bill 
"with  them,  wrapped  in  a  paper  of  proper  strength  and  tied  with  twine. 
If  there  are  more  letters  for  one  office  than  can  be  conveniently  put  into 
one  bundle,  they  should  be  made  up  into  two  or  more  bundles,  and  num- 
bered; the  post  bill  being  put  into  the  last  number. 

79.  The  mails  for  all  the  offices  to  which  there  are  any  letters  ad- 
dressed, being  in  this  manner  complete,  they  are  to  be  put  into  the  linen 
bag  or  bags  destined  to  receive  them ;  and  these  bags  being  securely  tied, 
are  to  be  put  into  the  proper  mail  portmanteau,  which  is  to  be  locked,  and 
delivered  to  the  carrier. 

80.  Post  bills,  as  to  year,  month  and  day  of  the  month,  should 
always  he  fully  and  plainly  dated ;  and  the  date  should,  in  all  cases,  cor- 
respond with  the  day  on  which  they  are,  or  by  due  course  of  mail  should 
be,  actually  sent;  without  regard  to  the  day  on  which  they  may  happen 
to  have  been  made  up. 

CHAPTER  10. 

Receiving  and  Dispatching  mails. 

81.  A  deputy  postmaster  will  always  be  in  readiness,  in  person, 
or  by  his  assistants,  to  receive  the  mail  -when  it  arrives,  and  dispatch 
it  with  all  possible  expedition. 

82.  If  no  special  regulation  upon  the  subject  has  been  made  in  regard 
to  his  office,  he  is  allowed  seven  minutes  only,  to  change  the  mail. 

83.  If  the  mail  be  carried  in  a  stage,  coach,  or  sulky,  it  will  be  the 
duty  of  the  driver  to  deliver  it  as  near  the  door  of  his  office,  as  he  can 
come  with  his  vehicle^  but  he  is  not  required  to  leave  his  horses,  neither 
:^hould  he  be  permitted  to  throw  the  mail  on  the  ground. 

84.  He  will  never  detain  a  mail  beyond  the  time  fixed  for  its  depar- 
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lure,  except  for  the  arrival  of  a  pending  mail,  and  in  that  case  it  should 
be  dispatched  in  time  to  connect  with  other  important  mails,  at  the  place 
of  arrival. 

85.  When  the  mail  is  to  remain  but  a  few  minutes  at  his  office,  the 
mail  should  be  made  up  and  ready  to  put  into  the  portmanteau,  before 
the  time  it  usually  arrives. 

86.  He  will  stop  all  packages  which  he  finds  going  in  the  wrong  di- 
rection, and  put  them  in  the  right  one. 

87.  In  case  of  a  failure  of  the  mail,  he  will  forward  all  the  packages 
by  the  next  trip. 

88.  It  is  inadmissible  to  send  letters  in  a  canvass  bag  withont  a 
leather  bag  and  lock. 

89.  Never  deliver  the  mail  portmanteau  to  the  carrier  without  being 
certain  ihat  it  is  locked. 

CHAPTER  11. 

Opening  the  mail. 

90.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  mail,  at  any  post  office,  the  packages  ad- 
dressed to  that  office  and  none  other  will  be  opened,  and  the  deputy  post- 
master will  find  in  each  one  a  bill  of  the  contents,  called  a  post  bill.  Com- 
pare this  bill  with  the  contents,  and  if  they  do  not  agree,  note  upon  the  bill 
the  amount  of  the  diff'erence,  and  whether  undercharged  or  overcharged. 

91.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  then  look  over  the  letters  thus 
received,  to  see  if  the  postages  be  properly  charged  or  marked  on  them, 
and  correct  the  rates  on  the  letters,  where  he  sees  mistakes,  noting  the 
amount  corrected  on  the  bill,  as  under  or  overcharo^ed. 
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92.  If  a  deputy  postmaster  observes  any  letters  that  are  not  within 
his  delivery,  and  are  missent  to  his  office,  he  will  put  them  in  the  pro- 
per place  to  be  forwarded,  noting  on  the  bill  the  amount  forwarded,  and 
writing  on  the  letters  the  words  '-'' missent  and  forwarded.^''  They 
should  be  forwarded  by  the  first  mail. 

9.3.  Upon  making  up  the  mail  it  is  the  duty  of  every  deputy  postmaster 
when  he  is  of  opinion,  or  has  good  reason  to  beUeve  that  any  letter  has 
been  illegally  franked,  to  erase  the  frank,  and  charge  the  same  with  the  le- 
gal postage,  and  the  deputy  postmaster  at  the  office  of  delivery  of  any  letter 
which  he  believes  has  been  illegally  franked,  is  directed  to  charge  such 
letter  with  the  legal  postage  ;  and  if  upon  an  exhibition  of  any  letter  franked 
and  rated  with  postage  u.pon  which  postage  has  been  charged  and  col- 
lected, it  shall  appear,  that  the  same  was  a  letter  rightfully  and  legally  frank- 
ed by  the  person  who  wrote  it,  or  if  written  by  another  at  the  request  of 
him  who  franks  it  upon  the  business  of  the  office  of  the  person  franking, 
the  postage  will  be  refunded,  and  the  proper  entries  made. 

94.  These  examinations  having  been  made,  the  deputy  postmaster 
is  ready  to  deliver  the  letters,  newspapers,  &c. 

95.  Having    carefully  examined  the  post  bills,  and  found  them  .right, 
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or  discovered  and  corrected  their  errors,  as  well  in  castins^  up,  as  in  the 
particulars  abovementioned,  every  deputy  postmaster  will  enter  their 
contents  in  the  Account  of  mails  received,  stating  the  name  of  the  office 
(and    State,  if  out  of  his  own,)  from  which  each  bill  came. 

96.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  enter  the  amount  of  unpaid  letters, 
as  it  is  charged  in  the  bill,  whether  the  charge  be  correct  or  erroneous. 
If  erroneous,  it  falls  either  under  the  denomination  of  undercharged  or 
overcharged,  and  by  an  entry  of  the  sum,  under  or  overcharged,  in  the 
proper  column,  that  error  is  balanced. 

97  All  letters  received  by  mail  are  to  be  entered  in  the  Account  of 
mails  received^  though  no  post  bill  accompany  them,  and  the  fact  should  be 
noted  on  the  account,  that  no  post  bill  was  received. 

98.  Letters  received  by  mail  marked,  "  paid,"  by  the  post  office  stamp, 
or  in  the  hand  writing  of  the  deputy  postmaster,  or  his  clerk,  are  to  be  de- 
livered as  paid,  though  they  be  entered  in  the  bill  as  unpaid.  In  such  a  case 
the  deputy  postmaster  will  make  the  proper  correction  on  the  post  bill ; 
kiform  the  deputy  postmaster  who  mailed  the  letter  of  the  mistake,  and 
request  him  to  make  the  necessary  correction  in  his  ^^ccount  of  mails 
sent.  If  the  error  be  repeated,  deputy  postmasters  will  notify  the  facts 
to  the  Department. 

99.  When  a  deputy  postmaster  opens  the  mail  portmanteau,  he 
should  be  careful  to  leave  no  packets  of  letters  or  newspapers  addressed 
to  his  office  in  it ;  and,  if  his  office  be  at  a  connecting  point  of  the 
mails,  from  which  other  mails  branch,  he  will  carefully  examine  the 
packets  in  the  portmanteau,  take  out  all  such  as  are  addressed  to  offices 
supplied  by  the  branching  mails,  and  give  them  their  proper  direction  by 
the  earliest  conveyance.  When  this  is  neglected,  it  is  expected  that  the 
first  deputy  postmaster  who  discovers  it,  will  return  the  missent  packets, 

and  promptly  report  the  facts  to  the  Department. 

100.  In  opening  the  mail,  it  must  be  kept  in  secure  places. 

101.  No  persons,  other  than  the  deputy  postmaster,  or  his  sworn  as- 
sistants are  to  have  access  to  the  mail  when  opening,  or  after  it  is  opened. 

CHAPTER  12. 

Time  allowed  for  opening  the  mail. 

102.  Seven  minutes  are  allowed  for  opening  and  closing  the  mails  at  all 
offices  where  no  particular  time  is  specified  ;  but  on  Railroad  and  Steam- 
boat routes,  there  is  to  be  no  more  delay  than  is  necessary  to  deliver  and 
receive  the  bags. 

CHAPTER  13. 

Bistributing  Post  Offices,  for  Inland  Mails. 

103.  Portland,  Maine  ;  Boston,  Massachusetts  ;  Providence,  Rhode  Is- 
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land  ;  Hartford,  Conriecticut;  New  York,  Albany,  and  Buffalo,  New  York; 
Philadelphia,  Northumberland,  Erie,  and  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania  ;  Balti- 
more, Mar}iland  ;  Washington,  District  of  Columbia ;  Petersburg,  Nor- 
folk, Abingdon,  Kanawha  C.  H.,  and  Wheeling,  Virginia;  Raleigh  and 
Ashville,  North  Carolina;  Charleston  and  Yorkville,  South  Carolina; 
Augusta,  Savannah,  and  Columbus,  Georgia ;  Huntsville  and  Florence, 
Alabama;  Natchez,  Vicksburg  and  Columbus,  Mississippi ;  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana;  Nashville,  Cumberland  Gap,  and  Memphis,  Tennessee; 
Louisville  and  Maysville,  Kentucky  ;  Cincinnati,  Columbus,  and  Toledo, 
Ohio;  Detroit,  Michigan  ;  Vincennes  and  Indianapolis,  Indiana  ;  Shavv- 
-aeetown  and  Chicago,  Illinois;  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  Jackson,  Arkansas. 

CHAPTER  u: 

Distribution^  in  what  manner  to  he  made  up. 

104.  Distribution  offices  are  established  to  insure  certainty  aad  regularity 
iH  the  transmission  of  letters  and  packets  between  remote  points  ;  and  to 
this  end,  besides  the  usual  business  of  a  post  office,  certain  peculiar  duties 
are  performed  in  them. 

105.  Letters  addressed  to  distributing  offices  are  not,  to  be  stopped  or 
opened  at  any  other  office,  and  when  received  are  not  to  be  entered  in  the  ac- 
count of  mails  received  for  distribution. 

106.  All  post  bills  proper  for  distributing  offices  are  to  be  filled  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  in  chapter  9,  with  the  contents  of  each  parcel,  and 
addressed,  as  the  case  may  be,  either  to  the  office  for  delivery,  or  to  th« 
proper  distributing  office.  These  post  bills  are  then  to  be  dated,  and  en- 
tered in  the  Account  of  mails  sent  from  the  distributing  office. 

107.  A  deputy  postmaster  at  a  distributing  office  will  not  open  and  dis- 
tribute a  mail  which  is  addressed  to  a  particular  office,  though  it  may  pass 
through  this  Oiffice. 

108.  If  letters  be  sent  by  any  deputy  postmaster  to  a  distributing  post 
office,  when  they  should  have  been  mailed  diiect  to  the  offices  to  which 
they  are  addressed,  the  deputy  postmaster  at  such  distributing  post  office, 
will  request  the  deputy  postmaster  so  sending  to  correct  his  practice,  and 
if  continued,  report  him  for  such  violation  of  instructions, 

109.  Ail  letters  and  packets  are  to  be  distributed  and  remailed  before  the 
departure  of  the  mail ;  and  on  no  account  are  they  to  be  delayed  a  single 
|>ost» 

CHAPTER  15. 

Time  allmccd  for  closing  Mails  at  Distribtding  Offices 

110.  The  great  mails  are  to  be  closed  at  all  distributing  offices,  one  hoTir 
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befc-re  the  time  fixed  tor  their  departure  ;  and  all  other  mails  at  those  offi- 
ces, and  all  mails  at  all  other  offices,  half  an  hour  before  that  time,  un- 
less the  departure  is  between  9  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  5,  A.  M.,  in  which 
case  the  mail  is  to  be  closed  at  9,  P.  M. — Jlct  of  1525,  sec.  11,  page  7. 

CHAPTER  16. 

Distribution  Offices,  for  Foreign  Mails. 

111.  The  principal  post  offices  for  the  despatch  and  receipt  of  foreign 
mails,  to  places  beyond  sea,  are  Boston,  Massachusetts ;  New  York, 
N.  York;  Charleston,  South  Carolina  ;  and  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

CHAPTER  17. 

Foreign  Mails — in  ivhat  manner  to  he  made  up. 

112.  When  a  letter  is  placed  in  a  post  office,  to  be  sent  to  a  seaport 
by  post,  and  thence  by  ship  to  a  foreign  country,  the  postage  on  it  for  the 
distance  it  is  to  be  conveyed  by  post,  must  be  paid  at  the  place  of  its  re- 
ception, otherwise  the  letter  is  not  to  be  forwarded. 

113.  Deputy  postmasters  at  seaports  will  always  receive  letters  that  are 
offered  for  places  beyond  sea.  The  letters  so  received,  together  with 
^ose  that  come  in  the  mail,  addressed  to  foreign  countries,  should  be 
marked  with  the  name  of  the  office,  and  the  time  of  reception. 

iTl4.  As  soon  as  the  deputy  postmaster  finds  that  a  vessel  is  ready  to 
sail,  which  will  be  convenient  to  carry  letters  to  the  place  of  their  desti- 
nation, he  will  carefully  examine  all  such  letters,  and  see  that  there  are 
Bone  among  them  destined  to  another  place.  He  will  then  count  them, 
and  enter  their  number  in  a  bill.  If  there  be  few  letters,  and  no  bag  for 
them  furnished  by  the  master  of  the  vessel,  they  may  be  made  into  a 
bundle  like  a  common  mail,  taking  caie  to  enclose  the  certificate  with 
them,  and  sealing  the  wrapper  with  the  office  seal.  If  a  bag  be  furnished, 
the  string  is  to  be  sealed  with  the  office  seal.  And  if  there  be  many  let- 
ters, and  no  bag  furnished  by  the  master  of  the  vessel,  the  deputy  post- 
master will  furnish  one,  and  charge  it  to  the  Department. 

115.  The  deputy  postmaster  will  obtain  from  the  master  of  a  ship,  a 
certificate,  specifying  the  number  of  letters  and  packets,  with  the  name  of 
the  ship  or  vessel  and  place  from  whence  she  last  sailed,  and  a  receipt  for 
the  money  paid. 

116.  He  will  mark  the  number  forvv^arded  to  other  offices,  and  the  num- 
ber for  delivery  at  his  own  office,  on  each  certificate. 

117.  He  will  then  enter  them  iu  the  Account  of  ship  and  steamhoai 
leiters. 
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CHAPTER  18. 

Postage  on  Letters. 

118.  The  following  are  the  rates  of  postage  on  single  letters,  viz  r 

6  cents,  if  conveyed  not  exceeding  30  miles, 
10  if  over  30  and  not  exceeding  80 

12i  *'      80  *'  150 

181  "    150  "  400 

25  «    400 

119.  Letters  composed  of  two  pieces  of  paper,  (or  other  articles,  how- 
ever small,)  are  to  be  charged  with  double  postage ;  three  pieces,  with 
triple  ;  and  four  pieces,   with  quadruple  postage. — Act  of  1825,  sec.   13. 

120.  When  letters  or  packets  weigh  an  ounce,  or  more,  they  must,  in  all 
cases,  be  charged  with  single  letter  postage  for  every  full  quarter  of  an 
ounce,  whether  composed  of  many  pieces  of  paper,  or  of  one  only  ;  but 
fractions  of  an  ounce  less  than  a  quarter  need  not  be  regarded. 

121.  It  may  sometimes  be  difficult  to  ascertain  whether  a  letter  be  single, 
double,  or  triple  ;  but  after  a  little  experience,  the  deputy  postmaster  will 
generally  be  able  to  decide  by  the  feeling. 

122.  Attaching  two  pieces  of  paper  together  by  wafers  or  otherwise^ 
will  not  make  them  one  as  to  the  charge  of  postage. 

123.  But  postage  is  not  to  be  charged  upon  a  seal  affixed  to  a  piece  of 
paper,  nor  upon  the  paper  constituting  the  face  of  such  seal,  provided  the 
face  paper  of  the  seal  on  the  letter,  or  other  instrument  of  writing,  has 
opon  it  no  writing  or  private  matter,  in  which  case  the  letter  is  to  be 
charged  with  double  postage. 

124.  The  distance  according  to  which  postage  is  chargeable,  is  that  on 
the  post  road  from  one  office  to  another,  upon  which  the  mail  is  conveyed^ 
and  not  that  on  the  shortest  way  by  which  a  traveller  could  pass. 

125.  The  distances  stated  in  the  list  of  post  offices  may  be  regarded  by 
deputy  postmasters,  except  in  a  case  where  he  knows  them  to  be  incor- 
rect, when  the  actual  distance  will  be  his  guide. 

126.  When  letters  may  be  sent  by  several  routes  from  one  office  to  an- 
other, the  postage  on  them  should  be  rated  according  to  the  distance  on 
the  shortest  of  the  routes,  if  they  are  conveyed  on  that  route,  or  if  the 
mail  goes  most  frequently  upon  it.  But  if  the  mail  is  carried  more  fre^ 
quently,  certainly,  and  expeditiously,  upon  a  longer  route,  and  the  letters 
are  sent  on  such  route^  the  deputy  postmaster  will  be  governed  by  the 
distance  thereon. 

127.  Letters  should  in  all  cases  be  sent  by  the  most  expeditious  routes,, 
unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  person  sending  the  same. 

128.  Some  roads  form  a  circuit ;  that  is,  the  mail  starts  from  one  office, 
and,  after  passing  by  several  offices,  arrives  at  the  place  from  which  it 
departed,  without  returning  by  the  same  route.  In  this  case,  the  postage 
is  to  be  rated  according  to  the  shortest  distance  on  the  post  road  between 
the  two  offices. 
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CHAPTER  19. 

Postage  on  Ship  and  Steamboat  Letters. 

129.  All  ship  letters  and  packets  are  to  be  charged  with  a  postage  of  six 
cents  each,  when  delivered  from -the  office,  at  which  they  are  first  re- 
ceived ;  when  forw^arded  in  the  mail  to  other  offices,  with  two  cents,  in 
addition  to  the  ordinary  rates  of  postage.  They  should  all  be  marked 
"  *S/ii/},"  at  the  time  of  receiving  them. 

130.  Masters  of  foreign  packets  are  not  to  be  paid  any  thing  for  letters 
<lelivered  into  the  office ;  such  letters  are,  notwithstanding,  to  be  charged 
with  postage,  when  delivered  from  the  office,  or  forwarded  by  mail. 

131.  The  above  rates  of  postage  are  not  to  be  increased  on  letters  and 
packets,  carried  in  a  private  ship  or  vessel,  from  one  port  in  the  United 
States  to  another,  though  apart  of  the  voyage  be  over  a  water  declared 
to  be  a  post  road.  Thus,  the  Mississippi  river,  from  New  Orleans  to  the 
mouth,  is  a  post  road  ;  yet  letters  carried  by  ship  between  New  Orleans 
and  any  other  port  in  the  United  States,  are  subject  to  the  usual  ship  let- 
ter postage.  But  if  the  ivhole  of  the  water  between  any  two  ports,  be  a 
post  road  by  law,  then  inland  postage  will  be  charged. 

132.  Letters  and  packages  that  are  carried  on  any  of  the  waters  of  the 
United  States,  in  packets,  under  an  arrangement  with  the  Department,  are 
subject  to  the  same  postage  as  if  carried  in  the  mail  overland,  except  that 
more  than  quadruple  postage  is  not  to  be  charged  on  any  packet  so  car- 
ried, unless  it  contain  more  than  four  distinct  letters. 

133.  Upon  letters  and  packages  received  from  the  masters  of  steam- 
boats, on  waters  deemed  post  roads,  the  persons  addressed  will  be  charged, 
when  delivered  to  them,  the  same  postage  as  if  the  letters  and  packages 
had  been  conveyed  in  the  mail  overland,  except  that  more  than  quadruple 
postage  is  not  to  be  charged  on  any  package,  unless  it  contain  more  than 
four  distinct  letters. 

134.  If  a  letter  be  received  as  above,  to  be  sent  in  the  mail  to  another 
office,  there  will  be  charged  the  proper  rate  of  postage  for  the  distance 
between  the  place  at  which  the  letter  was  placed  on  board  the  boat,  and 
the  office  to  which  it  is  addressed  ;  subject  to  the  exception  in  the  pre- 
<;eding  section.  Letters  brought  by  steamboats  should  be  marked  ^'- Steam- 
iboat,'*^  at  the  time  of  receiving  them. 

135.  For  every  letter  received  by  a  deputy  postmaster  at  a  sea  port,  to 
be  conveyed  to  a  foreign  country,  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  deputy  post- 
master one  cent. — Act  of  1825,  sec.  34.     , 

136.  The  master  (except  of  a  foreign  packet)  is  to  be  paid  two  cent6 
for  each  letter  and  package  delivered  by  him. — Act  of  1825,  sect.  18. 

137.  If  the  letters  be  delivered  into  the  post  office  by  a  passenger  or 
sailor,  and  not  in  behalf  of  the  master,  nothing  is  to  be  paid  for  them  ;  they 
are,  nevertheless,  to  be  charged  with  ship  letter  postage,  and  the  number 
entered  in  the  account  of  ship  letters,  with  the  name  of  tlie  vessel  ia 
which  they  were  brought. 
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138.  For  every  letter  or  packet,  delivered  by  the  master  of  a  steamboat, 
every  deputy  postmaster  will  pay  him  two  cents,  unless  his  boat  carries 
letters  and  packets  under  a  contract  with  the  Department.  He  will  take 
the  receipt  of  the  master,  specifying  the  number  of  letters,  and  the  places 
from  which  they  were  brought. — .Ret  of  1825,  sec,  6. 

139.  On  ship  letters  and  packets,  two  cents  are  to  be  charged  in  addi- 
tion to  the  ordinary  rates  when  mailed  for  other  places, 

140.  The  account  of  steamboat  letters  received,  with  the  sums  paid  for 
them,  and  the  postage  on  such,  as  are  to  be  delivered  from  the  office,  is 
to  be  kept  in  the  account  of  shij)  and  steamboat  letters  received^  and  as  the 
account  of  ship  letters. 

CHAPTER  20.  I 

Postage  on  Box  Lettirs..  '> 

141.  All  letters  placed  in  a  post  office,  to  be  delivered  from  it  to  the 
persons  addressed,  called  "  Box  letters,''^  the  deputy  postmaster  raa]r 
©harge  and  receive  one  cent  each. 

CHAPTER  21, 
Postage  on  TVay  Letters. 

142.  Way  letters  are  such  letters  as  a  mail  carrier  receives  on  his 
way  between  two  post  offices.  The  carrier  will  deliver  them  to  the  firsi 
post  office  at  which  he  arrives.  The  deputy  postmaster  will  inquire  of  the 
carrier  at  what  places  he  received  them,  and  rate  them  with  postage  from 
those  places  to  the  offices  to  which  they  are  directed,  writing  against  the 
rate,  the  word  ''iva^:  — ^ct  of  1825,  sect.  20. 

143.  If  such  way  letters  are  within  the  delivery  of  the  office,  the 
amount  of  their  postage  is  to  be  noted  on  one  of  the  bills  received  by  the 
same  post,  and  when  the  bills  in  the  Account  of  mails  received^  are  en- 
tered such  amount  of  postage  in  the  column  headed  JVay  letters^  is  to  be 
entered  also. 

144.  If  any  of  these  w^ay  letters  are  not  to  be  delivered  by  the  deputy 
postmaster,  their  postage  is  not  to  be  entered  in  that  column,  but  the  let- 
ters are  to  be  included  in  the  post  bill  with  the  other  letters  for  the  office  Id 
which  they  are  addressed.  ^' 

145.  The  deputy  postmaster  will  pay  the  mail  carrier  one  cent  if  die- 
manded  for  each  way  letter  which  he  delivers  to  him,  and  add  that  cent  to 
the  ordinary  postage  on  the  letter. 

CHAPTER  22.  I 

Handbills^  Lottery  Tickets,  Circulars ,  Mverlisements,  Sfc..,  to  be  chof- 

ged  with  letter  postage.  « 

14<3.  Corrected  proof  sheets  are  to  be  charged  with  postage  on  pamphlets 
not  periodical,  in  case  the  corrections  be  those  only  of  typographical  errors  ; 
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"but  if  new  matter  be  introduced  by  the  corrections,  the  sheets  are  sub- 
ject to   letter  postage. 

147.  Letter  postage  is  also  to  be  charged  on  all  handbills,  printed  or 
written  prospectuses,  proposals  for  new  publications,  circulars  written  or 
Tprinted,  lottery  bills  and  advertisements,  blank  forms,  sheets  of  music, 
deeds,  law  processes,  policies  of  insurance,  and  manuscript  copy  for  pub.- 
lication,  and  upon  any  memorandum  which  shall  be  written  on  a  news- 
paper, pamphlet  or  magazine,  except  it  be  a  notice  from  a  printer  of  a 
newspaper  to  a  subscriber,   stating  the  amount  due  for  his  subscription. 

148.  In  all  cases  where  dealers  in  lottery  tickets,  brokers  and  others, 
with  the  obvious  and  palpable  intent  to  evade  the  payment  of  postage  in 
their  correspondence,  and  not  to  disseminate  general  intelligence,  send 
out  their  lottery  schemes,  and  other  matters  of  private  concern,  in  printed 
sheets  having  the  form  and  some  of  the  leading  characteristics  of  news- 
papers, the  same  papers  are  to  be  taken  and  considered  as  handbills  charge- 
able with  letter  postage,  whatever  forms  they  may  be  made  to  assume  ; 
and  although,  they  borrow  the  name  of  a  newspaper  and  may  contain  a 
quantity  of  general  matter. 

149.  Publications  containing  advertisements  and  recommendations  of 
goods,  &c.,  &c.,  are  subject  to  letter  postage. 

150.  Prospectuses  of  newspapers,  accompanying  papers,  are  subject  to 
letter  postage. — Act  of  1825,  sec.  30. 

151.  Engravings  sent  separately  by  mail  are  to  be  rated  and  charged  with 
letter  postage. 

152.  Deputy  postmasters  will  charge  letter  postage  on  all  packets  that 
-are  slosely  enveloped  and  sealed,  so  that  what  they  contain  cannot  be 
known,  and  on  newspapers  so  enveloped  as  not  to  be  open  at  one  end. 

CHAPTER  23. 

Posiage  on  Newspapers. 

153.  Newspapers  carried  not  over  100  miles,  or  any  distance  within  the 
•  State  in  which  they  are  mailed,  are  to  be  charged  with  a  postage  of  one 

cent  each. 

154.  If  carried  over  100  miles,  and  out  of  the  State  in  which  they  are^ 
mailed,  they  are  to  be  charged  with  one  and  a  half  cents  each. — »dct  of 
1825,  sec.  30. 

155.  This  postage  is  chargeable  by  the  newspaper^  not  by  the  sheet. 
^ence,  if  two  or  more  newspapers  be  printed  on  one  sheet,  as  has  been 

tone,  full  postage  is  to  be  charged  on  each  ;  nor  is  the  postage  to  be 
bated  on  a  newspaper  printed  on  less  than  a  whole  sheet. 
*^     156.   Nev/spaper  postage  is  to  be  charged  upon  newspapers,  extra  news- 
"]Dapers,  supplements   to  newspapers,  and  the  printed  or  written  notices 
£,^i\i  by  th'e  publishers  of  newspapers  to  their  subscribers,  attached  to  the 
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maro-in  of  the  newspaper,  stating  the  amount  due  for  subscription. — Act 
of  f825,  sec.  13. 

157.  Publishers'   receipts  cannot  be  so  sent,  but  &i7/s  only ;  and  this 
privilege  does  not  extend  to  publishers  of  pamphlets  and  magazines. 

158.  A  newspaper  is  a  printed  sheet  containing  current  intelligence, 
issued  in  numbers,  at  regular  intervals.  An  extra  newspaper  is  a  sheet 
published  by  the  printer  of  a  newspaper,  between  the  regular  periods  of 
publishing  his  paper,  and  sent  to  his  subscribers,  to  give  them  early  intel- 
ligence of  events.  A  supplement  is  an  additional  sheet,  issued  with  a 
newspaper,  for  the  publication  of  matter  that  cannot  be  comprised  in  the 
paper. 

159.  Newspapers,  prices  current,  ship  and  commercial  lists,  with  the 
name  of  the  sender  stamped  upon  it,  are  subject  to  letter  postage. 

160.  If  any  article  in  a  newspaper  be  printed  on  a  separate  slip,  under 
■fehe  name  of  extra,  or  supplement,  or  any  other  name,  for  the  purpose  of 
o-iving  it  a  wider  circulation,  it  is  to  be  treated  as  a  handbill,  and  each  copy 
charged  with  letter  postajje. 

161.  Reprints  of  books  or  magazines  in  newspaper  form,  are  likewise 
to  be  rated  with  periodical  pamphlet  postage. 

162.  Extras  of  a  paper  which  contain  mainly  and  chiefly  a  re-publica- 
tion of  books  or  private  matter  must  be  placed  on  the  footing  of  periodical 
pamphlets. — See  Attorney  GeneraVs  opinion.* 

*Office  of  the  attorney  general, 

March  18,  1S42. 

■Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  in  which  you  desire  my 
opinion  upon  the  following  case. 

"  The  13th  section  of  the  Act  of  1825,  concerning  the  General  Post  Office,  provides 
that  all  newspapers  shall  be  charged  with  a  postage  of  one  cent  for  any  distance  not 
more  than  100  miles,  and  one  and  a  half-cent  for  a  greater  distance. 

"The  13th  section  of  the  same  Act  fixes  the  rate  of  postage  on  letters. 

"'The  Shipping  and  Commercial  List  and  New  York  Price  Current,'  a  number  of 
which  is  herewith  sent,  is  claimed  by  its  proprietors  to  be  a  newspaper,  subject  to  one 
cent  postage  only. 

"  In  December,  1837,  this  publication,  by  the  Postmaster  General  was  noticed  not  to 
be  a  newspaper,  and  since  then  has  been  charged  with  letter  postage. 

"  Prior  to  that  time,  it  w^as  rated  by  the  Postmaster  General,  to  be  a  newspaper,  and 
subject  to  newspaper  postage. 

"  Other  papers  of  similar  purport,  such  as  'New-Orleans  Price  Current,  Savannah 
do.,  Charleston  do.,'  have  been  held  subject  to  letter  postage. 

"  It  therefore,  in  reference  to  these  and  many  similar  publications,  becomes  impor- 
tant to  settle,  what  is  a  newspaper  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  of  1825,  and  whether 
the  papers  No.  1.  and  2.  be  newspapers." 

The  question  you  propound  is  one  of  no  ordinary  difficulty,  because  neither  any 
statute,  nor  any  decision  of  our  Courts,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  furnishes 
the  definition  you  seek. 

The  only  lisiht,  a  very  uncertain  one,  v/hich  we  have  to  follovv^  is  the  use  of  the  word 
"newspaper,"  in  common  parlance,  or  in  the  English  Stamp  Acts. 

A  »ewspaper  is  defined  according  to  the  usage  of  the  commercial  world  to  be  "a 
,  publication  in  numbers,  consisting  commonly  of  single  sheets,  and  published  at  short 
stated  on  intervals,  conveying  intelligence  of  passing  events." 

By  the  Act  of  1  Geo,  IV.,  Chap.  9 :  (a  stamp  act)  all  periodical  pamphlets  or  papers 
published  at  intervals  not  exceeding  two  days,  containing  public  news,  intelligence 


163.  With  the  view  of  enabling  deputy  postmasters  t«  form  a  correct 
opinion  in  relation  to  what  kind  of  publications  comes  within  the  category  of 
newspapers,  &c.,  and  the  postage  properly  chargeable  thereon,  it  has 
been  deemed  advisable  to  insert  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  which  may  be  examined,  in  reference  to  the  elucida- 
tion of  these  questions. 

CHAPTER  24. 

Postage  on  Pamphlets  and  Magazines. 

18i.  Periodical  pamphlets  and  magazines  carried  in  the  mail,  are  sub- 
ject to  the  following  rates  of  postage,  viz  : 

Carried  not  over  100  miles,  per  sheet,  1|  cents. 
Do.  over  100  miles,     do,  2i  cents. — Act  of  1^2^,  sec.  30. 

165.  A  pamphlet  is  a  small  unbound  printed  book.  A  magazine  is  a 
pamphlet  published  periodically  in  numbers,,  containing  articles  on  sci- 
ence, literature,  politics,  news,  &c.,  &c. 

168.  Pamphlets  and  magazines  that  are  not  published  periodically,  are  to 
be  charged  for  100  miles  or  less,  4  cts.  on  each  sheet ;  over  100  miles,  6  cts. 

or  occurrences,  or  any  remarks  thereon,  and  not  containing  more  than  two  sheets, 
published  for  a  less  price  than  6d,  shall  be  deemed  newspapers,  and  shall  be  subject 
to  the  same  res;ulations  and  stamp  duties. 

This  statute,  as  aii  other  positive  legislation,  is  of  course  in  some  degree  arbitrary; 
but  it  suggests  at  least,  one  consideration  of  importance.  It  is  an  act  imposing  a 
burthen,  not  extending  &  privilege.  The  clause  of  the  Acton  the  contrary  of  which 
you  ask  an  interpretation,  extends  a  privilege  and  imposes  no  burthen.  Yet  must  the 
construction  be  just  the  same  as  it  would  be,  in  case  a  tax  were  laid  upon  newspapers. 

Then  according  to  the  definition  above  stated,  the  requisites  of  a  newspaper,  i:t 
common  parlance  are,  1.  That  it  be  a  publicaiion  in  numbers.  2.  That  it  consists 
commonly  (though  not  necessarily)  of  single  sheets.  .3.  That  it  be  published  at  sijor^ 
and  stated  intervals.     4.  That  it  convey  intelligence  of  passing  events. 

According  to  the  statute  it  must  be,  1.  Periodically  published:  2.  At  intervals  not 
exceeding  two  days  :  3.  That  it  contain  public  news,  intelligence  or  occurrences  or 
remarks  thereon :  4.  Tiiat  it  contain  not  more  than  two  sheets,  and  5,  Be  published  at 
a  price  less  than  Qd. 

The  statute  agrees  in  the  main,  with  McCulloch's  defmition  ;  yet  we  may  well 
doubt  how  far  in  the  absence  of  positive  legislation,  they  may  serve  us  as  guides  in 
such  a  case. 

Ist.  Thus  it  may  be  admitted  that  the  paper  must  be  published  at  short  and  stated  in- 
tervals ;  but  what  is  a  sAorHnterval  ?  Tiiere  are  in  this  country  many  weekly  news- 
papers, why  not  monthly  ?  Yet  it  would  seem  straining  a  point  to  call  a  monthly 
sheet  a  newspaper,  if  the  object  were  to  tax  it  under  that  denomination  ;  why  should  it 
be  entitled  as  such  to  a  privilege  .' 

Still  it  must  be  owned,  monthly  intelligence  of  passing  events  may  be  as  interesting 
and  important  to  3ar2:e  classes  of  the  community,  as  weekly  or  daily  news,  and  ia 
some  branches  of  trade  even  more  so. 

2d.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  the  intervals  need  be  exactly  stated,  i,  e,  regular, 
for  certainly  •'  extras  ''  are  newspapers. 

3d.  Even  })rice  varies  almost  as  much  as  any  other  incident. 

4th.  ThQ  "passing  events  "  maybe  and  are  infinitely  diversified,  according  to  the 
tastes,  the  fancies  and  the  wants  and  the  convenience  of  mankind.  The  monthly 
catalogue  of  new  publications,  will  be  interesting  to  a  scholar,  a  bulletin  of  battles  to 
a  soldier,  prices  current  to  a  merchant,  proceedings  of  tribunals  to  a  lawyer,  theatricai 
exhibitiotii  or  new  fashions  in  dre.'is  to  the  idle  and  the  gay,  &c. 
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167.  As  paper  of  any  size  may  be  folded  in  the  folio,  quarto,  oclaWi 
or  duodecimo  form,  the  duputy  postmaster  will  consider  ioxxv  folio  pages, 
e\g\\\.  quarto  pages,  sixteen  octavo  pages,  or  twenty-four  duodecimo  pages 
according  to  the  usual  acceptation  of  these  terms,  whatever  he  the  size  of 
the  paper,  as  constituting  a  sheet. — Jict  of  1825,  sec.  15 

168.  If  more  than  twenty-four  pages  be  printed  on  paper  of  a  size  larger 
than  royal,  still  twenty-four  pages  are  to  be  taken  as  a  sheet. 

169.  But  if  more  than  twenty-four  pages  be  printed  on  paper  of  a  size 
not  greater  than  royal,  the  sheet  is  not  to  be  limited  to  twenty-four  pages, 
but  be  taken  to  embrace  every  page  on  the  paper. 

170.  The  surplus  pages  of  any  pamphlet  or  magazine  are  to  be  consid- 
ered a  sheet. 

171.  Pamphlets  printed  on  less  than  a  whole  sheet  of  paper,  of  a  size 
larger  than  royal,  are  to  be  charged  with  the  postage  on  a  full  sheet. 

172.  But  if  they  be  printed  on  the  half,  or  the  fourth  of  a  sheet  of  paper, 
ROt  greater  than  royal.,  they  are  to  be  charged  with  half  the  postage  on  a 
full  sheet. 

173.  Publishers  of  pamphlets  and  magazines  frequently  attach  to  them 
OQe  or  more  printed  pages,  containing  advertisements  of  new^  publications, 

A  newspaper  is  more  likely  to  please  a  majority  of  readers,  which  meets  all  tastes, 
yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  society  in  its  progress,  may  require  here,  as  in  every  thing 
else,  a  division  of  labor.  Why  should  a  devout  man  be  necessarily  scandalized  with 
puff's  of  opera  dancers?  a  member  of  some  total  abstinence  society,  with  tempting 
sales  of  wines  and  spirituous  liquors?  a  plodding  man  of  business  with  dissertations 
on  books?  or  a  bookish  man  with  columns  of  business  advertisements  ? 

Therefore  it  is  no  argument  against  a  paper  bein^  a  newspaper,  that  it  is  confined 
to  a  single  department,  especially  if  that  department  happens  to  be  the  most  universally 
interesting  to  a  community,  as  price  currents  are  in  every  commercial  country. 

On  the  whole,  the  only  requisites  of  a  newspaper  which  I  think  must  be  judicially 
held  indespensable  are — 

1st,  That  it  be  bona  fide  published,  that  is,  for  everybody's  use.  For  example,  the 
Price  Currents,  kc,  printed  at  stated  intervals,  and  sent  by  great  Banking  and  Com- 
mercial houses  to  their  oisiowiers,  are  not  newspapers  :  ihey  dixe  woi  pro  bono  publico y 
but  for  private  use. 

2d.  That  they  be  published  in  numbers,  not  perhaps  with  exact  regularity,  but  some- 
thing  approaching  to  it.     Occasional  sheets,  placards,  &c.,  are  not  newspapers. 

3d.  That  they  convey  news,  not  mere  dissertations  and  discussions,  or  literary  and 
poetical  miscellanies. 

4th.  That  they  be  in  sheets,  and  in  rather  a  cheap  form. 

But  cases  will  be  perpetually  arising  in  which  the  Chief  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment or  the  Stamp  Bureau  would  be  at  a  loss  what  to  do  without  express  legislative 
instructions.  If  you  think  them  required  by  the  service,  I  have  no  doubt  they  are 
called  for  by  the  state  of  the  law. 

As  to  the  papers,  No,  1  and  2,  in  question,  I  think  they  can  hardly  be  excluded  from 
the  category  of  newspapers,  as  the  law  now  stands.  But  "The  Shipping  and  Com- 
mercial List,"  to  be  treated  as  such,  must  be  sent  open  and  without  any  written 
signature  or  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  LEGARE. 

Hoa.    C.  A.   WlCKLIFFE, 

Postmaster   General. 
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&c.  (fee.  Such  pages  are  to  be  rated  witli  postage  according  to  tke  rules 
herein  laid  down. 

174.  The  cover  of  a  pamphlet  or  magazine  is  not  to  be  rated  with  post- 
age, unless  the  matter  printed  on  it  be  a  part  of  the  body  of  the  M^ork,  or 
unless  it  be  used  as  a  vehicle  for  general  advertising. 

175  Pamphlets  and  packages  of  newspapers  or  other  matter  which  ex- 
ceed in  weight,  one  half  ounce,  are  to  be  charged  with  postage  for  tlie  ex- 
cess over  a  half-ounce,  either  as  pamphlets,  newspapers,  or  letter  postage, 
as  the  case  may  be. 

176.  Engravings  published  in  pamphlets  or  magazines  are,  in  respect  to 
postage,  to  be  regarded  as  the  other  leaves  of  the  publication,  when  they 
■are  of  the  same  size.  But  if  the  engraving  occupy  a  whole  sheet,  it  is 
to  be  rated  as  one  sheet. 

177.  Periodical  pamphlet  postage  will  be  charged  on  magazines,  Jour- 
nals of  Congress,  Journals  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  being 
unbound,  ( Jlct  of  \S'2d  sec.  13,  j  Session  Acts  of  Congress  and  of 
State  Legislatures,  Documents  printed  by  order  of  either  House  of  Con- 
gress, or  of  either  House  of  a  State  Legislature,  including  Reports  of 
Committees  and  Executive  Messages,  Almanacs,  College  Catalogues,  and 
Annual  Reports  or  Minutes  of  Societies, 

178.  Books,  as  distinct  from  pamphlets,  are  not  mentioned  in  the  law, 
but  as  tliey  are  not  likely  to  be  sent  by  mail,  unless  through  mistake, 
they  may  be  rated  by  the  sheet,  with  postage  on  pamphlets  not  periodical. 

CHAPTER  25. 

Paid  Letters,  Newspapers,  and  Pamphlets, 

179.  If  the  writer  of  a  paid  letter  wishes  the  deputy  postmaster  at  the 
nearest  office  to  forward  the  letter  by  a  private  opportunity,  to  a  place 
where  there  is  no  post  office,  it  is  to  be  duly  forwarded  in  that  manner, 
when  a  proper  opportunity  occurs. 

180.  Any  person  who  desires  it  is  to  be  allowed  to  pay  the  postage  on 
any  letter,  newspaper,  or  pamphlet,  v/hich  he  deposites  in  the  office,  to 
be  sent  by  mail ;  the  rate  of  postage  is  to  be  marked  upon  it,  and  against 
the  rate,  the  word  "  P«ic/,"  at  full  length.  Such  paid  letters  are  to  be 
entered  in  the  post  bill,  and  when  the  mail  is  made  up,  in  the  proper  co- 
lumn in  the  Account  of  mails  sent. 

181.  The  postage  on  the  paid  newspapers  and  pamphlets  is  to  be  placed 
at  the  foot  of  Accounts  of  newspapers  and  pamphlets  received. 

■  182.  In  entering  the  postage  received  on  paid  newspapers  and  pam- 
phlets, sent  from  his  office  at  the  foot  of  this  account,  [see  preceding  sec.) 
the  deputy  postmaster  will  distinguish  that  which  is  received  on  news- 
papers from  that  received  on  pamphlets. 

183.  A  deputy  postmaster  will  not  deliver  a  newspaper  or  pamphlet  from 
his  office  as  paid,  though  so  marked,  unless  the  rate,  or  amount  of  postage, 
be  also  marked  on  it. 
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CHAPTER  26. 

Ahaiing  and  Refunding  Postage. 

184.  If  it  be  demanded,  deputy  postmasters  will  remit  the  post- 
age charged  on  letters  written  by  deputy  postmasters  in  the  discharge  of 
their  official  duty,  such  as  letters  to  publishers  of  newspapers  informing 
them  that  their  papers  are  not  taken  out,  <fcc.,  which  should  be 
franked. 

185.  But  the  postage  on  a  private  letter  cannot  be  remitted,  on  tke 
ground  that  the  writer  mi^ht  have  franked  it. 

186.  If,  after  a  letter  has  been  delivered  by  a  deputy  postmaster,  an 
abatement  of  the  postage,  which  was  marked  on  it,  when  it  was  received 
at  the  office,  be  demanded,  on  the  ground  of  an  erroneous  estimate  of  the 
number  of  pieces  composing  it,  the  deputy  postmaster  will  desire  the 
person  to  open  it  in  his  presence.  If  he  shall  do  so,  and  he  is  then 
satisfied  that  the  letter  is  not  composed  of  as  many  pieces  as  the  postage 
was  rated  for,  he  may  refund  so  much  as  was  overcharged  :  And,  if  the 
letter  be  composed  of  more  pieces  than  the  postage  is  rated  for,  he  will 
demand,  and  be  entitled  to  receive,  the  proper  additional  postage.  Unless 
the  letter  be  opened  in  his  presence,  or  in  that  of  his  assistant,  he  will  not 
refund  any  part  of  the  postage. — Jlct  of  1825,  sec.  13. 

187.  But,  if  the  postage  which  the  deputy  postmaster  is  asked  to  re- 
fund, was  added  by  him,  as  an  undercharge^  to  the  rate  marked  on  the 
letter,  when  received  in  the  mail  at  his  office,  he  may,  if  he  is  clearly 
satisfied  that  he  is  mistaken  in  the  number  of  pieces  composing  the  letter, 
refund  the  excess  of  postage,  though  the  letter  was  not  opened  in  his 
presence,  or  in  that  of  his  assistant. 

188.  He  may  likewise,  though  a  letter  be  not  opened  in  his  presence, 
refund  an  overcharge,  caused  by  an  erroneous  estimate  of  the  distance  on 
the  post  road,  over  which  the  letter  was  conveyed. 

189.  Sometimes  packets  of  newspapers,  pamphlets  and  books,  chiefly 
from  abroad,  made  up  in  the  form  of  letters,  are  deposited  in  a  post  office, 
to  be  sent  in  the  mail.  Such  packages  should  be  rated  with  letter  postage 
according  to  their  weight.  When  they  arrive  at  the  office  of  delivery,  if  the 
party  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  would  claim  an  abatement  of  the  letter 
postage,  he  should  open  them  in  the  presence  of  the  deputy  postmaster.  If 
they  contain  only  the  articles  above  mentioned,  they  may  be  delivered  upon 
the  payment  of  the  postage  legally  chargeable  upon  those  articles. — See 
sec.  152. 

190.  In  all  cases  other  than  those  stated  in  the  preceding  sections, 
where  an  abatement  of  postage  on  articles  sent  in  the  mail  is  claimed,  de- 
puty postmasters  will  report  the  facts  specially  to  the  Department  for  its 
decision.  g 

191.  When  any  abatement  of  letter  postage  takes  place,  it  should  be 
speedily  noted  on  the  post  bill,  that  came  with  the  overcharged  letters, 
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CHAPTER  27. 
Collection  of  Postage. 

192.  Deputy  postmasters  will  receive  nothing  but  specie,  or  its  equiva- 
lent in  payment  of  postage  or  of  any  draft,  demand,  or  deposite,  which  they 
may  be  authorized  to  collect,  or  recept  for,  on  account  of  the  Department. 

193.  Deputy  postmasters  are  not  authorized  in  any  case  to  give  credit 
for  postage. 

191.  If  credit  has  been  given,  they  cannot  detain  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  person  credited,  which  is  free,  or  paid,  ov  on  which  the  postage  is 
tendered  by  him,  until  he  pays  the  deputy  postmaster  the  amount  credited. 

195.  Neither  can  they,  when  there  are  several  letters  in  the  office,  ad- 
dressed to  the  same  person,  refuse  to  deliver  him  any  of  them,  unless  he 
will  pay  the  postage  on  all. 

196.  Deputy  postmasters  will  not  fail  to  make  out  a  detailed  return  of 
the  names  and  number  of  all  newspapers  mailed  and  delivered  at  their  of- 
fice, to  subscribers,  and  the  amount  of  postage  on  each;  and  also,  the 
amount  of  postage  collected  on  irregular  and  transient  newspapers. 

197.  At  the  beginning  of  every  post  office  quarter,  deputy  postmasters 
will  require  the  subscribers,  and  others  who  receive  newspapers  regularly 
through  their  offices,  to  pay  the  quarter's  postage  thereon  in  advance  ;  and 
without  such  payment,  they  will  not  deliver  them  any  papers,  even 
though  they  tender  the  postage  on  them  singly. — Act  of  1825,  sec.  30. 

198.  If  a  newspaper  begin  to  arrive  at  the  office  in  the  course  of  the 
post  office  quarter,  deputy  postmasters  will  demand  the  postage  in  ad- 
vance, of  the  subscriber,  up  to  the  end  of  that  quarter.    ^ 

199.  At  the  end  of  a  quarter,  they  may  refund  the  postage  on  so  many 
of  the  newspapers  as  have  not  arrived  at  the  office  during  the  quarter. 

2G0.  The  postage  on  newspapers  that  come  occasionally  to  tlie  office, 
and  on  all  pamphlets  and  magazines,  is  to  be  paid  on  each  as  they  are 
delivered,  and  to  be  entered  at  the  time  in  a  separate  list,  and  accounted 
for  in  the  account  current. 

CHAPTER  28. 

Delivery  of  Letters, 

201.  The  persons  entitled  to  letters  received  by  mail,  are  those  whose 
names  are  in  the  address.  Deputy  postmasters,  therefore,  in  delivering 
letters,  will  be  gfoverned  in  all  cases  by  their  address. 

202.  The  delivery  should  be  either  to  the  person  addresse<l,  or  according 
to  his  or  her  order.  The  order  is,  in  some  cases,  implied,  as  where  a 
person  is  in  the  habit  of  receiving  his  letters  through  his  son,  clerk,  or 
servant,  and  of  recognising  the  delivery  to  them  as  proper. 

2^03.  If  a  letter  appear  to  be  of  value,  it  will  be  well,  in  most  cases,  to 
require  a  written  order  for  its  delivery  to  the  person  calling,  if  he  or  she 
be  nat  the  person  addressed. 
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204.  A  letter  addressed  to  a  firm  may  be  delivered  to  any  member  of  the 
firm: — if  addressed  to  several  persons,  it  may  be  delivered  to  any  one  of 
them. 

205.  If  there  be  two  or  more  persons  of  the  same  name,  and  a  letter 
addressed  to  their  name  be  delivered  to  the  wrong  person,  the  deputy  post- 
master will,  if  he  is  fully  satisfied  that  there  has  been  a  mistake,  in- 
stantly reseal  the  letter  in  the  presence  of  the  person  who  opened  it,  and 
request  him  to  write  upon  it  the  words,  "^  Opened  by  rae  through  mis- 
take,'*^ and  sign  his  name  ;  then  he  will  refund  tl^e  postage  paid,  and 
replace  the  letter  in  the  office. 

CHAPTER  29. 

Masters  of  Sieamhoats  to  dcJiocr  Letters  and  Packages  into  Post  Offices. 

206.  The  masters  of  steamboats  that  are  under  contract  with  the  De- 
partment will  deliver  into  the  post  offices,  (or  the  local  agent  of  the  De- 
partment, if  there  be  any,)  at  the  places  at  which  they  arrive,  all  letters 
received  by  them,  or  any  person  employed  in  their  boats,  at  any  point 
along  the  route. 

207.  Masters  or  managers  of  all  other  steamboats,  are  required  by  law, 
under  a  penalty  of  thirty  dollars,  to  deliver  all  letters  brought  by  them,  or 
within  their  care  or  power,  addressed  to,  or  destined  for  the  places  at 
which  they  arrive,  to  the  deputy  postmasters  at  such  places ;  except 
letters  relatmg  to  some  part  of  the  cargo.  All  letters  addressed  to  per- 
sons, to  whom  tlie  cargo,  or  any  part  of  it  is  consigned,  are  therefore  to 
be  delivered  into  the  post  office,  to  be  charged  with  the  proper  rates  of 
postage. —  See  act  of  1825,  sects.  Q  and  19. 

208.  This  law  is  often  violated.  Deputy  postmasters  will  use  diligence 
to  correct  the  evil,  and  prosecute  for  the  penalty,  in  every  case  where  they 
can  obtain  testimony. 

CHAPTER  30. 

Masters  of  every  Vessel  from  a  Foreign  Port,  to  deliver  Letters  and 

Packages  into  Post  Offices. 

209.  These  terms,  ship  letters  and  packages,  embrace  the  letters  and 
packages  that  are  brought  into  the  United  States,  by  sea,  from  foreign 
countries,  and  those  that  are  carried  from  one  port  in  the  United  States 
to  another,  in  any  private  ship  or  vessel. 

210.  Every  master  of  a  vessel  from  a  foreign  port  is  bound,  immedi- 
ately on  his  arrival  at  a  sea-port,  and  before  he  is  permitted  to  report,  make 
entry,  or  break  bulk,  under  a  penalty  not  to  exceed  $100,  to  deliver  into 
ilie  post  office  all  letters  brought  in  his  vessel,  directed  to  any  person  in 
the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  which  are  under  his  care  or 
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within  his  power,  cxcc]>t  such  letters  as  are  for  the  owner  or  consignee  of 
his  vessel. 

211.  It  is  the  speelal  duty  of  every  deputy  postmaster  at  a  sea-port,  to 
see  that  this  law  is  faithfully  executed,  and  to  institute  prosecutions  for 
every  violation  of  it. 

212.  If  the  caruo  be  not  chieflv  consijined  to  one  person,  no  person  is 
considered  a  consignee,  and  all  letters  nnist  be  delivered  into  the  post  of- 
iice,  except  such  as  are  for  the  owner. 

213.  Only  letters  to  one  person  or  firm  may  be  retained,  as  directed  to 
4he  consii^nee. 

214.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  obtain  from  the  master  of  the  ship 
•or  vessel,  a  certificate,  spccifyim^  the  number  of  letters,  with  the  name  of 

the  ship  or  vessel,  and  place  from    Avhich  she  last  sailed,    and  a  receipt 
for  the  money  paid, 

CHAPTER  31. 

Letters  missent  and  to  be  fonvarded. 

215.  In  forwarding  letters  by  mail,  deputy  postmasters  will,  in  all  cases, 
he  governed  by  the  address  upon  them.  If  through  accident,  or  mistake, 
a  letter  addressed  to  another  office  be  sent  to  this  office,  they  will  fallow 
the  instruction  in  section  92. 

21G.  Upon  such  a  missent  letter,  they  will  charge  no  new  postage  fer 
forwarding ;  but  if  necessary,  they  will  add  so  much  to  the  postage  tirst 
marked  on  it,  as  will  make  the  full  rate  of  postage  from  the  place  where 
it  was  originaliv  mailed,  to  the  otVice  named  in  the  address. 

217.  A  deputy  postmaster  will  tbrward  a  letter  addressed  to  and  lying 
in  his  office,  to  any  other  office,  at  tLe  request  of  the  writer  thereof,  if 
he  kuows  him  to  be  such,  or  of  the  person  addressed  ;  and  in  such  case, 
they  will  add  a  new  postage  for  forwardinir,  to  the  rate  already  marked 
on  the  letter;  the  whole  postage  to  be  paid  when  the  letter  is  taken  out  of 
the  office  to  which  it  is  forwarded. 

218.  Orders  to  forward  letters  should  be  in  writing,  and  tiled  by  deputy 
postmasters. 

219.  In  every  case  of  a  letter  forwarded,  the  amount  forwarded  should 
be  noted  on  the  bill  with  w^hich  the  letter  was  received,  if  it  can  be  found  ; 
if  not,  upon  some  other  post  bill ;  and  it  should  be  entered  on  the  proper 
line  of  the  ^^ccounl  of  mails  received,  in  the  column  headed  overcharged, 
:and  the  word  ''forwarded''  written  immediately  after  it. 

CHAPTER  32. 

liCturn  of  Letters. 

220.  To  prevent  fraudulent  practices,  the  deputy  postmaster  will  be  es- 
pecially careful  not  to  return  any  letter  put  into  liis  olVice  for  transmission 
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by  mail,  unless  it  be  to  the  writer  thereof,  or  to  some  one  presenting  his 
written  order. 

221.  And  to  enable  him  to  know  that  the  person  applying,  or  sending- 
his  order,  for  the  return  of  a  letter  is  the  writer,  he  may  require  liim,  or 
his  messenger,  to  exhibit  to  him  the  same  superscription  and  seal  that  are 
upon  the  letter. — And  if  the  deputy  postmaster  is  satisfied  that  the  hand- 
writing and  seal  are  the  same  as  those  upon  the  letter,  he  will  return  it; 
taking  a  receipt  and  preserving  it  with  the  paper  containing  the  subscrip- 
tion, and  the  order,  if  one  were  sent. 

222.  A  letter  bearing  the  frank  of  an  individual  may  be  returned  to  kirn, 
'Or  his  order.  >, 

CHAPTER  33. 

Advertising  Letters. 

223.  At  the  end  of  every  quarter,  all  letters  then  on  hand,  and  which 
have  not  been  already  advertised,  are  to  be  entered  alphabetically  in  a  list, 
and  advertised.  If  there  is  a  newspaper  published  near  the  office,  and  the 
publisher  will  insert  the  advertisement  three  times,  at  the  rate  of  two  cents 
lor  each  letter  mentioned  in  the  advertisement,  it  is  then  to  be  published 
in  such  newspaper.  If  there  is  no  newspaper  that  has  much  circulation 
hi  the  neighborhood  of  the  office,  or  if  the  publisher  will  not  advertise  the 
letters  for  the  price  abovementioned,  then  manuscript  lists  of  them  are  to 
be  made  out,  and  posted  at  such  public  places  in  the  town  and  neighbor- 
hood, as  shall  appear  best  adapted  for  the  information  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned.— Jlct  0/1825,  sec.  26. 

224.  The  newspaper  having  the  most  extensive  circulation  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  office  should  have  the  preference,  in  publishing  this  notice,  and  the 
printer's  receipt  must  specify  the  number  of  letters  ;  or  if  a  manuscript 
list  is  used,  the  deputy  postmaster  must  send  a  copy  thereof. 

225.  The  practice  of  advertising  letters  remaining  in  the  post  office  at 
the  end  of  each  quarter,  in  newspapers  not  printed  in  the  towns  and  vil- 
lages where  the  post  offices  are  situated,  is  attended  with  considerable  ex- 
pense to  the  Department,  without  any  corresponding  benefit  to  the  public. 
Deputy  postmasters,  in  towns  and  villages  where  there  is  no  newspaper 
published,  will  hereafter  advertise  letters  in  the  mode  prescribed  in  tlie 
act  of  Congress  of  1825,  viz  :  "  make  out  a  number  of  such  lists,  and 
cause  them  to  be  posted  at  such  public  places  in  their  vicinity  as  shall  ap- 
pear to  them  best  adapted  for  the   information  of  the  parties  concerned." 

226.  The  35th  section  of  the  act  of  2d  July,  1836,  authorizes  the  Post- 
master General  to  direct  the  advertisement  to  be  made  in  more  than  one 
newspaper,  provided  the  cost  does  not  exceed  four  cents  per  letter.  But 
neither  the  additional  expense  of  the  advertisement  in  a  second  paper,  Ror 
of  more  frequent  advertisements  in  a  single  paper  is  to  be  incurred  at  any 
oifice,  unless  specially  directed  by  the  Postmaster  General. 


28 

227.  Deputy  postmasters  at  offices  where  the  nett  balances  average  five- 
hundred  dollars  a  quarter,  will  advertise  at  the  end  of  every  month  the 
letters  then  on  hand,  which  have  not  been  already  advertised. 

22S.  Refused  letters  are  not  to  be  advertised,  nor  those  which  the  deputy 
postmaster  expects  will  be  immediately  taken  from  the  office. 

229.  Drop  and  box  letters  are  not  to  be  advertised. 

230.  Neither  is  it  necessary  to  advertise  free  packages,  known  to  con- 
tain printed  documents,  speeches,  &c. 

CHAPTER  34. 

Dead  Letters. 

231.  Dead  letters  are  such  as  have  been  advertised,  and  have  re- 
mained on  hand,  for  three  months  or  longer,  including  refused  letters. 
At  the  end  of  every  quarter,  they  should  be  made  up  into  mails,  and  for- 
warded with  a  bill  to  the  Department,  together  with  the  Quarterly  Ac- 
counts. — See  the  Instructions  on  the  Account  Current.- — Act  of  1825, 
sec.  26. 

232.  No  allowance  will  be  made  for  dead  letters  returned,  unless  ac- 
companied by  said  bill. 

233.  When  any  letter  from  this  Department,  or  any  other  De- 
partment, or  office  at  the  seat  of  Government  is  not  called  for  within  one 
month  from  the  time  of  its  receipt,  or  when  the  person  addressed  is  known 
to  have  removed,  such  letter  should  be  returned  to  the  proper  Department, 
and  must  not  be  retained  to  accompany  the  dead  letters. 

234.  If  the  person  addressed,  is  known  to  have  removed,  or  if 
a  deputy  postmaster  have  any  other  reason  to  believe  that  the  letter  is 
misdirected,  he  will  immediately  notify  the  proper  Department,  or  office 
©f  the  fact,  and  either  be  governed  by  its  direction,  or  return  the  letters  at 
ttie  end  of  the  month,  as  the  case  may  be. 

CHAPTER  35. 

Lost  Letters  and  Mail  Depredations. 

235.  Money,  or  other  valuable  things,  sent  in  the  mail,  is  at  the 
risk  of  the  owner.  But,  if  it  be  lost,  the  Department  will  make  every 
effort  in  its  power  to  discover  the  cause,  and,  if  there  has  been  a  theft, 
to  punish  the  offender. 

236.  h\  every  case  of  loss  by  mail,  whether  supposed  to  be  the 
result  of  casualty  or  of  depredation,  the  Department  should  be  informed 
without  delay,  of  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  it.  Particular 
care  should  be  taken,  to  state  the  name  of  the  office  in  which  the  letter 
was  placed,  the  day  on  which  it  was  so  placed,  and  whether  by  the  writer 
li-imself,  or  by  another  person,  the  day  on  which,  if  at  all,  it  was  actual- 
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ly  mailed,  tlic  names  of  the  writer  and  the  person  addressed,  the  amount, 
and  if  practicable,  a  particular  description  of  the  valuable  enclosure,  tbe 
amount  of  postage  marked  on  the  letter,  and  whether  unpaid  or  paid,  the 
office  to  which  addressed,  and  wdiether  mailed  direct  thereto,  or  to  ano- 
ther oflice  for  distribution,  and  tlie  route  by  which  it  was  sent,  with  any 
further  particulars  that  may  aid  the  Department  in  its  investigation  le- 
specting  the  cause  of  loss. 

237.  All  necessary  expenses  that  may  be  incurred  in  recovering  the 
mail,  and  in  apprehending  the  robber,  will  be  reimbursed  by  the  Depart- 
ment. 

238.  In  some  cases  it  may  be  proper  to  offer  a  reward,  not  to  exceed 
fifty  dollars,  payable  on  conviction,  for  the  apprehension  of  the  criminal. 

239.  In  every  case  w^hen  the  criminal  is  apprehended,  the  Attorney  of 
the  United  States  for  the  District  in  which  the  offence  was  committed, 
should  be  promptly  informed  of  the  facts,  and  his  advice  obtained. 

240.  If  the  prosecution  be  had  before  the  Federal  Court  for  the  District, 
which  the  Department  prefers  in  every  case,  where  it  is  convenient,  and 
which  should  be  had  there,  in  all  cases,  in  which  State  officers  refuse  to 
act,  the  Attorney  of  the  United  States  will  conduct  it. 

241.  Persons  arrested  for  mail  depredations  should  in  all  cases,  whea 
it  is  practicable,  be  taken  before  a  district,  or  circuit  judge  of  the  United 
States,  for  examination  and  commitment. 

242.  In  every  case  it  is  expected  that  deputy  postmasters  will  spar& 
no  exertions  to  have  justice  done,  and  the  guilty  punished,  by  procuring 
testimony,  and  giving  the  prosecution  every  other  aid  in  their  power. 

243.  Cases  of  mail  robberies  should  be  at  once  reported  to  the  Depart- 
ment, and  information  given  from  time  to  time,  of  what  further  transpires 
respecting  them. 

244.  At  all  lirge  offices  at  which  daily  mails  from  other  large  of- 
iices  are  received,  care  should  be  taken  to  note  the  fact,  if  the  usual 
mail  from  either  of  those  offices  fail,  for  any  given  day,  to  arrive, 
and  if  subsequent  mails  arrive,  leaving  that  for  a  preceding  day  still 
due,  the  mailing  office  should  immediately  be  written  to  for  information, 
if  any  such  mail  as  that  supposed  to  be  missing,  was  actually  sent;  and  if 
the  answer  be  in  the  affirmative,  a  report  of  the  loss  should,  without 
further  delay,  be  made  to  the  Department. 

245.  If  a  deputy  postmaster  has  reason  to  believe  that  a  mail  has 
recently  been  robbed  or  stolen,  in  the  vicinity  of  his  office,  he  should  at 
once  examine  into  the  evidence  of  the  fact;  anJ,  if  then  satisfied  that  such 
robbery  or  theft  has  actually  occurred,  should  take  immediate  and  energetic 
measures  for  recovering  such  mail,  and  for  apprehending  and  prosecutio-g 
the  offender. 
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CHAPTER  36. 

Letter  Carriers. 

246.  Deputy  postmasters  are  authorized  to  have  letter  carriers.  They 
will  norrainate  to  the  Postmaster  General  suitable  persons  to  be  employed,, 
who  are  required  to  give  bonds  to  the  United  States,  to  be  approved  by 
him. — Act  of  July,  1836,  sect.  41. 

247.  When  duly  appointed  and  qualified,  the  deputy  postmaster  may, 
at  his  risk  and  responsibility,  place  in  their  hands  for  delivery  all  letters 
received,  except  such  as  are  for  persons  who  may  have  lodged  with  him^ 
;a  written  request  to  retain  their  letters  in  the  office. — Act  of  1825,  sect.  36o 

24S.  Such  carriers  may  charge  and  receive  two  cents  for  every  letter 
and  a  half  cent  for  every  newspaper  delivered  by  them. — Actofl'^^Q^ 
sect  36. 

249.  The  carriers  of  "  the  United  States  City  Dispatch  Post,"  in  New 
York,  and  of  other  city  dispatch  posts,  wherever  established,  are  author- 
ized to  charge  and  collect  three  cents  on  each  letter  deposited  in  any  part 
of  the  city,  and  delivered  at  another. — Act  of  1825,  sect,  36,  and  Act  of 
1836,  sect.  41. 

250.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  carrier  to  receive  and  convey  a  letter,  (and  the 
Tieoney  for  its  postage  when  tendered,)  if  delivered  to  him  more  than  a 
mile  from  a  post  office,  and  to  hand  it,  with  the  money,  if  paid,  into  the- 
fkst  post  office  at  which  he  arrives.  A  penalty  of  $50  attaches,  on  failure 
10  do  so. —  See  sects.  143,  144. 

251.  On  the  letters  brought  by  a  mail  carrier  to  be  mailed,  called  way 
letters,  one  cent  is  to  be  charged,  in  addition  to  the  usual  postage,  which 
is  to  be  rated  from  the  place  where  the  carrier  received  the  letter.  It  is  ta 
be  marked  "  Way,''''  and  one  cent  paid  to  the  carrier. 

CHAPTER  .37. 

Mail  Carriers,  and  Mail  Agents^  on  Railroad  and  Steamboat  routes. 

252.  For  the  better  security  of  the  mails  and  efficiency  of  service,  the 
Postmaster  General  reserves  the  right  of  ordering  the  dismissal  of  mail 
carriers,  and  the  power  of  enforcing  it,  by  annulling  the  contract  in  case 
of  refusal. 

253.  Certain  Railroad  and  Steamboat  routes,  the  Postmaster  General 
provides  with  mail  agents,  whose  business  it  is — 1st.  To  receive  letters 
written  after  the  mail  is  closed,  also,  way  letters  unpaid  or  prepaid,  ac- 
coianting  to  the  deputy  postmaster  at  the  end  of  the  route  for  all  prepaid 
postage  received,  and  to  hand  over  said  letters  to  the  proper  office  for  de- 
livery or -mailing,  reporting  a  list  of  all  such  letters  to  the  Auditor  of  the 
Department — 2d.  To  assort  the  mails  for  the  several  offices,  being  entrusted 
with  the  key  to  the  iron  lock  for  th*at  purpose— 3d.  To  attend  to  the  de- 
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livery  and  reception  of  mail  bags — 4th.  To  report  all  irregularities   of 
service  on  the  route. 

254.  On  the  same  class  of  routes,  the  Postmaster  General  appoints  mail 
messengers  in  certain  cases  where  the  post  office  being  an  intermediate 
one  on  the  route,  is  situated  too  far  from  the  Steamboat  wharf,  or  the 
liailroad  depot  for  the  ordinary  carrier  to  exchange  the  bags. 

255.  On  the  Ohio  river  below  Louisville  and  on  the  Mississippi  and 
Red  river,  the  passage  of  the  mail  is  engaged  by  the  trip  through.  Agent® 
assigned  to  that  duty  are  stationed  at  Louisville,  St.  Louis  and  New  Orleans. 
The  evidence  of  the  arrangement  and  its  term,  is  reported  to  the  Contract 
Office.  The  mail  bill,  executed  by  the  Agent  and  Captain,  and  the  certifi- 
cates of  the  deputy  postmasters  of  the  receipt  of  the  mails  upon  the  duplicate 
of  the  bill  upon  which,  the  Captain  obtains  payment  for  the  service,  is  sent 
to  the  Inspection  Office  as  proof  of  performance. 

256.  The  mail  agent  and  mail  messenger  should  take  the  necessary  oaths 
of  office,  and  transmit  them  to  the  Inspection  Office. 

257.  These  persons  and  mail  carriers  are  exempt  from  militia  and  jury 
duty. 

25S.  ]VIail  carriers,  contractors,  or  stage  drivers,  cannot  lawfully  carry 
out  of  the  mail  any  letter,  newspaper,  or  package,  sealed  or  unsealed,  un- 
less it  be  delivered  to  the  deputy  postmaster  at  the  next  office  as  a  Waif 
letter. — Act  o/*1825,  sects.  2{),  21. 

25^.  Besides  the  conveyance  of  mails  under  contract  and  by  appointed' 
agents  and  messengers,  letters   and   packets    are    transported  by  ships, 
steamboats   and  other  vessels,  at  2  cents  a  letter  or  packet,   which  in  the 
case  of  conveyance  over  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  may  by  special 
agreement  be  raised  to  3  cents  a  letter,  and  J  cent  a  newspaper. 

CHAPTER  38. 

jSTewspapers,  Pamphlets,  and  Magazines 

260.  The  printers  of  newspapers  should  have  their  papers,  that 
are  to  be  sent  by  mail,  well  dried,  and  made  up  into  packets  enclosed  in 
substantial  wrappers — one  end  being  left  open,  and  tied  with  strong  twine, 
if  intended  for  a  distant  office. — Act  of  1825,  sect.  30. 

261.  The  newspapers  that  are  intended  for  one  office  should  be  put  iR 
one  packet,  if  they  do  not  exceed  twenty  in  number  :  if  there  be  more 
than  that  number,  they  should  be  put  into  packets  of  nearly  that  number. 

262.  The  printers  are  to  write  on  the  outside  of  every  packet,  in  a 
plain  large  hand,  the  name  of  the  office  and  State,  (together  with  the  name 
of  the  county,  if  there  be  two  places  of  the  same  name  in  the  State,)  for 
which  the  papers  are  intended.  The  same  direction  should  also  be  put 
on  one  of  the  newspapers  in  each  packet. 

263.  If  the  foregoing  regulations  be  not  complied  with  by  the  printers^ 
llaeir  newspapers  should  be  returned  to  them. — Act  of  1825,  sect.  30. 


264,  Printers  oflen  complain  of  the  miscarriage  of  their  papers  :  deputy- 
postmasters  are  hehi  lesponsible  for  siicli  failures,  unless  they  show  that  the 
fault  is  with  the  printers,  or  the  contractors.  The  deputy  postmaster  must 
procure  from  the  printer  an  alphabetical  list  of  tlie  packets  he  sends,  and 
compare  the  packets  deposited,  with  it ;  note  the  variances,  if  there  be 
any,  and  inform  the  printer  of  them. 

265,  A  deputy  postmaster  will  not  open,  nor  suffer  to  be  opened,  any 
packet  of  newspapers,  which  is  not  addressed  to  his  office,  under  a  penal- 
ty of  fifty  dollars.  The  law  imposes  a  penalty  of  twenty  dollars  on  any 
person,  not  authorized  to  open  mails,  who  shall  open  any  packet  of  news- 
papers, not  directed  to  himself. — Act  of  1825,  sect.  30. 

266,  Every  packet  of  newspapers  that  has  lost  its  address,  should  be 
returned  to  the  publisher,  with  a  letter  stating  the  facts, 

267,  Newspapers,  pamphlets,  or  magazines,  are  not  to  be  carried  out 
of  the  mail,  unless  it  be  authorized  by  the  Department:  and  if  it  be  so  au- 
thorized, no  preference  shall  be  given  by  the  contractor  to  any  one  pub- 
lisher, over  another,  in  the  same  place. 

268,  The  law  does  not  mention  newspapers  and  pamphlets,  placed  ii:i 
post  offices,  to  be  delivered  without  transmission  by  mail.  Deputy  post- 
masters are  therefore,  not  bound  to  receive  and  deliver  them  as  such. 
But  it  is  expected  that  they  will  be  disposed  to  accommodate  individuals  ia 
this  respect,  as  far  as  may  be  convenient. 

269,  The  tvrappers  of  all  newspapers,  pamphlets,  and  magazines,  re- 
ceived by  mail  for  delivery,  should  be  taken  off.  Frauds  are  very  often. 
attempted,  by  concealing  letters  or  memoranda  in  these  articles.  A  wrap- 
per forms  no  part  of  the  paper  or  pamphlet;  neither  is  postage  paid  on  it 
as  such,  and  it  is  as  much  the  duty  of  deputy  postmasters  to  take  the  wrap- 
pers from  transient  papers  and  examine  them  in  reference  to  frauds  on  the 
revenue  as  to  ascertain  whether  letters  be  single  or  double,  or  whether  the 
postage  be  correctly  charged.  Nothing  can  be  more  unjust  than  to  cen- 
sure a  deputy  postmaster  for  vigilance  in  this  branch  of  his  duty, 

270,  If  the  address  be  written  on  the  wrapper  only,  the  deputy  post- 
master will   when  he  takes  it  off,  -write  it  upon  the  newspaper  or  pamphlet 

CHAPTER  39. 

A'^eii'spapcrs  not  to  he  read  in  the  ojice, 

271,  Deputy  postmasters  will  not  allow  newspapers  to  be  read  in  thek 
^offices,  by  persons  to  whom  they  are  not  addressed ;  nor  lend  them  out  to 
such,  in  any  case,  without  the  permission  of  the  owners, 

CHAPTER  40. 

When  newspapers  and  pamplilets  are  not  taken  out  of  the  office,  puhluliefs 

of  ike  same^  to  he  informed. 

272,  In  every  instance  in  which  newspapers,  that  come  to  the  ofiBce^f 
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are  not  taken  out  by  the  person  to  whom  they  are  sent,  deputy  postmasters 
will  give  immediate  notice  of  it  to  the  publisher,  adding  the  reason,  if  known, 
why  the  papers  are  not  taken  out.  If  papers  be  sent  for  three  months  after 
such  notice,  deputy  postmasters  may  sell  them  for  the  postage,  unless  the 
publisher  shall  pay  it.  Such  newspapers  should  not  be  transmitted  to 
the  Department,  neither  should  pamphlets  nor  magazines,  that  are  not  taken 
out  by  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  sent. — Jlct  of  1825,  sec.  30, 

273.  If  magazines  or  pamphlets  published  periodically,  and  sent  to  the 
office,  be  not  taken  out  by  the  person  to  whom  they  are  directed,  deputy 
postmasters  will  promptly  inform  the  publisher  of  the  fact,  and  the  reason, 
when  known.  If  the  publisher  desire  them  to  be  returned,  it  should  be 
done,  and  on  delivering  them  to  him,  he  will  pay  the  postage  both  for  their 
transmission  and  return  by  mail. 

274.  Deputy  postmasters  should  inform  the  publishers  of  pamphlets 
and  magazines  that  the  law  requires  them  lo  write,  or  print,  on  one  of  the 
outer  pages,  the  number  of  sheets  which  they  contain  :  if  the  number  be 
incorrectly  stated,  the  publication  will  be  subject  to  double  postage. — Act 
of  1827,  sect,  5. 

CHAPTER  41. 

Account  of  unpaid  newspaper s^  ifc. — how  to  he  kept, 

275.  No  account  is  now  required  to  be  kept  of  the  unpaid  newspapers 
and  pamphlets  sent  from  any  post  office :  it  will  be  the  duty  of  every  deputy 
postmaster  to  keep  an  account  of  those  received  by  him. 

276.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  enter  in  his  account  the  amount  of 
the  postage  on  newspapers,  pamphlets  and  magazines  received  during  the 
quarter. 

277.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  enter,  at  the  beginning  of  his  quar- 
ters, in  the  account,  by  name.,  those  newspapers  that  come  regularly  to  his 
office,  and  in  the  proper  column  opposite  the  amount  of  the  quarter's 
postage  whicb  he  has  received  in  advance. —  See  sec.  197. 

278.  A  separate  memorandum  may  be  kept  of  the  postage  on  the  news- 
papers and  pamphlets  that  come  occasionally  to  the  office;  as,  also,  of 
the  postage  on  extras  and  supplements  to  newspapers,  and  printers'  bills. — 
See  sec.  196. 

279.  Enter  in  the  account,  also,  by  name.,  the  periodical  pamphlets  and 
magazines  that  are  regularly  received  during  the  quarter,  and  the  postage 
received  on  them. 

280.  The  occasional  newspapers,  supplements  and  extras,  will,  to- 
gether, constitute  one  item  in  the  account  which  may  be  entered  as  "  va- 
rious newspapers,''^  and  the  whole  amount  of  postage  chargeable  on  them, 
is  to  be  entered  in  the  proper  column,  on  the  same  line. 

281.  In  like  manner,  every  deputy  postmaster  will  enter  as  "various 
pamphlets,^^  all  pamphlets  and  magazines  that  have  come  occasionally  to 
his  office. 
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CHAPTER  42. 

Neivspapers  and  Pamphlets  from  Foreign  Countries. 

282.  Newspapers  and  pamphlets  from  abroad,  as  distinct  from  pack- 
ages, are  not  mentioned  in  the  law.  Masters  of  vessels  are  not  bound  to 
deliver  them  ;  yet  if  they  do,  deputy  postmasters  may,  when  it  is  asked,  pay 
two  cents  for  them,  and  upon  delivering  them,  charge,  in  addition  to  the 
two  cents,  the  lowest  rate  of  postage  on  them  respectively. 

CHAPTER  43. 

The  Privilege  of  Franking. 

First  Class. 

283.  The  law  gives  to  certain  citizens  and  officers  of  government  the 
right  to  send  and  receive  letters  and  packets  by  mail,  free  of  postage,  un- 
der vmrious  restrictions. 

284  Citizens  and  public  officers  of  this  class  are  entitled  to  send  and 
receive  all  their  own  letters,  packets,  newspapers  and  pamphlets,  free  of 
postage. 

Mrs.  Madison,  relict  of  James  Madison. 

Mrs.  Harrison,  relict  of  Wm.  H.  Harrison. 

Each  individual  who  has  been  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Secretary  of  State. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  Postmaster  General. 

The  Attorney  General. 

Members  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Delegates  in  Congress  from  Territories. 

The  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 

The  Second  Comptroller. 

The  First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth  Auditors  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Department. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

The  Register  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

The  Commissioner  of  Pensions.  • 
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"The  First,  Second  and  Third  Assistants  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

The  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army. 

"The  Inspectors  General. 

The  Paymaster  General. 

The  Quartermaster  General. 

Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

285.  Senators  and  members  of  Congress  have  a  right  to  frank  all  their 
own  letters,  <fec.,  not  exceeding  two  ounces  in  weight.  They  have,  also, 
.a  right  to  send  all  public  documents  printed  by  order  of  either  House  of 
Congress,  whatever  may  be  their  weight. 

286.  This  right  commences  sixty  days  before  the  member  takes  his 
tseat,  and  continues  until  the  meeting  of  the  next  Congress. 

287.  All  matter  franked  by  a  member  of  Congress,  weighing  over  two 
'Ounces,  should  be  endorsed  by  the  member,  "Public  Documents.''  The 
Kiember's  name  must  be  signed  by  himself,  and  should  have  annexed 
the  initials  "  M.  C." 

288.  If  a  letter  be  mailed  before  the  privilege  begins,  but  be  not  re- 
ceived until  after  that  time,  the  postage  should  be  charged. 

CHAPTER  44. 

•  Second  Class. 

The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

The  Commissioner  of  Patents. 

The  Chief  Engineer. 

The  Commanding  General  of  the  Army. 

The  Colonel  of  Ordnance. 

The  Surgeon  General. 

The  Head  of  the  Topographical  Corps. 

Ohief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navy  Yards  and  Docks. 

Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repairs. 

"Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing. 

Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography. 

Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

289.  Officers  of  this  class  are  entitled  to  send  and  receive,  free 
'of  postage,  all  letters  and  packets,  not  exceeding  three  pounds  in  weight, 
vjhich  pertain  to  the  business  of  their  respective  offices, 

290.  They  have  no  right  to  frank  their  private  correspondence,  or  to  re- 
»ceive  private  letters,  newspapers  or  pamphlets,  free. 

291.  As  evidence  of  their  public  chaiacter,  public  letters  sent  by  them 
must  be  endorsed  with  the  words,  ''  on  public  business^''''  signed  with 
jtheir  names  in  their  own   handwriting. 
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292.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  charge  with  postage  all  letters  to  or 
from  this  class,  not  bearing  on  their  face  evidence  of  their  official  char- 
acter ;  and  the  deputy  postmaster  delivering  the  same,  after  it  shall  be 
opened,  if  he  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  package  was  upon  the  public  busi- 
ness of  the  officer,  whose  frank  is  upon  the  same,  shall  correct  the  charge 
of  postage  as  overcharged,  and  refund  the  same. 

CHAPTER  45. 

Third  Class. 
Deputy  Postmasters. 

293.  Every  deputy  postmaster  has  a  riglit  to  frank  and  receive  free 
all  his  letters,  public  and  private,  provided  they  do  not  exceed  half  an- 
ounce  in  weight. 

294.  A  deputy  postmaster  cannot  receive  a  pamphlet  or  magazine  free^ 
neither  can  he  send  free,  by  post,  a  newspaper,  pamphlet  or  magazine, 
unless  done  up  in  a  packet  not  exceeding  half  an  ounce  in  weight. 

295.  Pamphlets  and  packages  of  newspapers  or  other  matter  which  ex-^ 
ceed  in  weight  one-half  ounce,  are  to  be  charged  with  postage  for  the  ex- 
cess over  a  half  ounce,  either  as  pamphlets,  newspapers,  or  letter  postage^ 
as  the  case  may  be.* 

296.  No  deputy  postmaster  shall  receive,  free  of  postage,  or  frank,  any 
letter  or  packet  composed  of,  or  containing  any  thing  other  than  paper  or 
money  •,  and  for  a  violation  of  this  provision,  the  offender  shall  be  dismis- 
sed from  office,  and  upon  conviction  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdic- 
tion, pay  a  fine  of  twenty  dollars. — Act  of  July  2,  1836,  sec.  36. 

297.  He  cannot  frank,  nor  receive  free,  letters  written  by,  or  addressed 
to  his  wife,  or  any  other  member  of  the  family. 

298.  He  cannot  frank,  nor  receive  free,  letters  written  by,  or  addressed' 
to  a  firm  of  which  he  is  a  member ;  nor  is  he  authorized  to  frank  the  let- 
ters of  any  person  whatever  containing  money  or  other  things  ;  and  it  is 
not  proper  for  him  to  enter  into  the  business  of  agencies  for  others,  and 
use  his  frank  in  the  transaction  of  such  business,  to  the  injury  of  the 
revenue  of  the  Department. 

299.  If  a  deputy  postmaster  be  bona  fide  the  agent  of  another,  letters' 
on  the  subject  of  his  agency  may  be  franked  by  him  and  received  free,, 
but  he  cannot  become  an  agent /or  the  purpose  of  exempting  the  corres- 
pondence of  another  from  the  charge  of  postage.  No  deputy  postmaster 
or  assistant  postmaster  shall  act  as  agent  for  lottery  offices,  or  under  any 
color  of  purchase,  or  otherwise,  vend  lottery  tickets  ;  nor  shall  any  deputy 
postmaster  receive  free  of  postage,  or  frank  lottery  schemes,  circulars  or 
tickets.  For  a  violation  of  this  provision,  the  person  offending  shall  suffer, 
a  penalty  of  fifty  dollars. — Act  of  IS27,  sec.  6 

*  As  tliis  section  is  embraced  under  its  proper  head,  deputy  postmasters  will  disre- 
gard section  175,  the  said  section  being  misplaced. 
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300.  Deputy  postmasters  cannot  receive  and  circulate,  free  of  charge, 
handbills,  circulars  or  advertisements  of  any  description,  relating  to  the 
private  business  of  others. 

301.  On  receiving  them,  it  is  their  duty  to  return  them  to  the  person 
who  sends  them,  under  a  new  envelope,  charged  with  letter  postage.  Jf 
they  show  them  to  others,  or  circulate  them  without  payment  of  postage, 
they  make  themselves  liable  for  the  postage,  and  also  to  be  removed  from 
office. 

302.  "When  a  deputy  postmaster  abuses  his  franking  privilege,  he  vio- 
lates his  oath  of  office,  as  well  as  the  law,  and  will  assuredly  be  removed 
from  office  upon  detection,  and  otherwise  punished  according  to  law. 

CHAPTER  46. 

Fourth  Class.  "^ 

303.  Governors  of  States. 

304.  Adjutant  Generals  of  the  State  militia. 

305.  The  Governors  of  the  several  States  may  transmit,  free  of  postage, 
■all  laws  and  reports,  whether  bound  or  unbound,  and  all  records  and  docu- 
ments of  their  respective  States  which  mav  be  directed  by  the  Legislature 
thereof  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Executives  of  other  States,  provided 
(they  shall  not  weigh  over  three  pounds  each. — See  act  30th  July^  1834. 

306.  To  entitle  such  laws,  reports,  records,  and  documents,  to  pass  free, 
the  Governors  must,  in  addition  to  writing  their  names  thereon  with  their 
style  of  office,  endorse  the  kind  of  book  or  document  inclosed,  and  direct 
the  same  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  to  which  it  may  be  ordered  to  be 
sent. 

307  The  Adjutant  General  of  the  militia  of  each  State  has  a  right  t<* 
receive  by  mail,  free  of  postage,  from  any  Major  General  or  Brigadier 
General  thereof  and  to  transmit  to  said  General^  any  letter  or  packet  re- 
lating solely  to  the  militia  of  such  State  or  Territory,  provided  the  same 
«hall  not  weigh  more  than  three  pounds. 

308.  To  entitle  such  letters  or  packets  to  pass  free,  the  Ofhcers  sending 
them,  having  furnished  the  deputy  postmaster  with  a  specimen  of  his  hand- 
writing and  signature,  must  endorse  on  the  outside  of  the  cover,  in  his  o^vn 
hand-writing,  the  nature  of  the  papers  inclosed,  and  thereto  subscribe  his 
name  and  style  of  office.  Neither  Governors  of  States  nor  Adjutant  Gene- 
rals of  the  militia  can  frank  or  receive  free  any  private  matter,  or  any  public 
matter  whatsoever  other  than  that  above  specified,  nor  can  the  Adjutant 
General  send  or  receive  that  matter  to  or  from  any  other  person  than  the 
Major  General  or  Brigadier  General. — Act  of  1825,  sec.  40. 
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CHAPTER   47. 

Fifth  Class. 

309.  The  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Department  of  State  has  the  right  to  frank, 
till  public  and  official  documents  that  may  be  sew/ from  the  office  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State. 

310.  This  officer  has  no  right  to  receive  any  communications  free,  or  to 
send  any  but  those  of  a  public  and  official  character. 

CHAPTER  48. 
Sixth  Class. 

311.  Every  printer  of  newspapers  may  send  one  paper  to  each  and  every 
other  printer  of  newspapers  within  the  United  States,  free  of  postage,, 
under  such  regulations  as  the  Postmaster  General  shall  provide.     This 
privilege  does  not  extend  to  an  exchange  with  papers  printed  in  foreign 
countries. 

312.  This  privilege  embraces  extras  and  supplements.  The  papers  so 
sent  by  one  printer  lo  another  are  free,  though  none,  nor  not  so  many,  be 
returned  in  exchange. — £ct  of  1825,  sec.  29. 

313.  But  a  pamphlet,  or  a  magazine,  cannot  be  received  by  a  printer  of 
a  newspaper  free  of  postage.  Neither  can  the  publisher  of  a  pamphlet  or 
magazine  receive  newspapers  or  magazines  free  of  postage. 

314.  Printers  of  newspapers  are  permitted  to  send  to  each  other,  free  of 
postage,  open  slips  containing  foreign  intelligence,  ship  news,  &c.,  pro- 
"vided  they  be  not  placed  in  the  mail  in  the  form  of  a  letter.     If  they  have 

»      that  form,  letter  postage  must  be  charged. 

CHAPTER  49. 

General  regulations  concerning  the  Franking  Privilege. 

315.  If  the  name  of  the  individual  be  known  as  the  handwriting  of 
a  person  entitled  to  frank,  the  letter  may  be  regarded  as  free,  although  the 
style  of  the  office  be  omitted. 

316.  Deputy  postmasters  are  particularly  referred  to  the  provisions  of 
the  28th  section  of  the  act  of  1825,  and  the  36  sec.  of  the  act  of  2d'July, 
1836,  relating  to  abuses  of  the  franking  privilege.  A  violation  of  law  in 
this  respect  should  be  reported  to  the  Department,  and,  when  sufficient 
evidence  can  be  obtained,  a  prosecution  for  the  penalty  should  be  insti-^ 
tuted  by  the  deputy  postmaster. 

817.  Penalties  attach,  whenever  a  person  franks  a  letter  from  another^ 
unless  written  on  the  business  of  his  office,  by  his  order :  except 
that  the  Secretaries  of  the  State,  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments, 
and  the  Postmaster  General,  may  frank  letters   and  packets,  on  official 
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business,  prepared  in  any   public  office,  in  the  absence  of  the  principal 
thereof.— .^c^  o/1825,  sec.  28. 

318.  If  any  person  shall  frank  any  letter  or  letters,  other  than  those 
written  by  himself,  or  by  his  order  on  the  business  of  his  office,  he  shall, 
on  conviction  thereof,  pay  a  fine  of  ten  dollars. — Act  of  July  2d,  1836. 

319.  In  prosecuting  for  the  penalties,  deputy  postmasters  will  obtain  the 
aid  of  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States,  and  for  that  purpose,  re- 
port to  him  the  circumstances,  and  the  name  of  the  witnesses  in  each  case  ; 
and  they  will  cause  the  proceedings  to  be  instituted  in  the  District  Court  of 
the  United  States  ;  not  only  against  those  who  abuse  their  frank,  but  also 
against  those  who  procure  it  to  be  done. — Act  of  1825,  sec.  24. 

320.  It  is  because  the  letter  is  actually,  or  by  construction  of  law,  /Vom 
the  person  authorized  to  send  it  free,  that  it  is  exempted  from  postage. 
The  frank  is  merely  the  cirtificate  of  the  fact  that  it  is  so.  When,  there- 
fore, the  circumstances  connected  with  the  letter  are  such  as  to  show  that 
it  isnot  from  such  a  person,  and  that  the  frank  on  it  is  in  effect,  a  false 
certificate,  deputy  postmasters  will,  in  such  cases,  charge  the  letter  with 
postage.  If,  however,  after  the  postage  shall  have  been  charged  and  paid 
on  such  letter,  it  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  deputy  postmaster  that  the 
letter  franked  was  from  the  person  franking  it,  the  postage  shall  be  re- 
funded, and  the  proper  corrections  of  the  bills  made. 

32 1 .  If  any  person,  having  the  right  to  receive  his  letters  free  of  postage, 
shall  receive,  enclosed  to  him,  any  letter  or  packet  addressed  to  a  person 
not  having  that  right,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  return  the  same  to  the  Post 
Office,  marking  thereon  the  place  from  whence  it  came,  that  it  may  be 
charged  with  postage. — Act  of  1825,  sec.  28. 

322.  If  any  person  shall  counterfeit  the  hand-writing  or  frank  of  any 
person,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  done,  in  order  to  avoid  the  payment  of 
postage,  each  person  so  offending  shall  pay,  for  every  such  offence,  five 
hundred  dollars. — Act  of  1825,  sec.  28, 

323.  No  deputy  postmaster  or  other  privileged  person  can  authorize  his 
assistant,  clerk,  or  any  other  person  to  write  his  name  for  the  purpose  of 
franking  any  letter,  public  or  private. 

324.  The  franking  privilege  travels  with  the  person  possessing  it,  and 
can  be  exercised  in  but  one  place  at  the  same  time. 

325.  No  deputy  postmaster  or  privileged  person  can  leave  his  frank  be- 
hind him  upon  envelopes  to  cover  his  correspondence,  public  or  private, 
in  his  absence. 

326.  If  letters  or  papers  be  put  into  a  Post  Office  bearing  the  frank  of 
a  privileged  person  who  notoriously  has  not  been  in  that  vicinity  for  seve- 
ral days  ;  or  if  letters  or  papers  marked  free,  be  received  at  an  office  di- 
rected to  a  privileged  person,  but  notoriously  intended  to  be  received  by 
some  person  not  privileged,  whether  acting  as  the  agent  of  the  privileged 
person,  or  not,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  deputy  postmasters  to  charge  them 
with  postage. 

327.  If  any  letter  to,  or  rom  a  privileged  person,  be  put  into,  or  received 
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at  a  Post  Office,  of  greater  weight  than  sncli  person  has  a  right  by  law 
to  frank,  the  deputy  postmasters  will  charge  tlie  excess  with  single  letter 
postage  for  every  quarter  of  an  ounce ;  but  deputy  postmasters  are  forbid- 
den by  law  to  receive  any  packet  to  be  sent  by  mail,  weighing  more  than 
three  pounds,  except  Congressional  documents. 

328.  If  any  deputy  postmaster  detect  such  packets  or  bundles,  except 
Congressional  documents  duly  franked,  passing  in  the  mail,  he  will  charge 
the  letter  or  packet  with  the  excess,  and  enter  the  charge  in  his  proper 
account. 

329.  Deputy  postmasters  will  not  send  bound  books  by  mail,  whether 
franked  or  not,  excepting  only  laws,  reports,  records  or  documents  of 
the  several  States,  franked  by  the  Governors,  and  public  documents  printed 
and  bound  by  order  of  either  House  of  Congress,  and  so  endorsed  by  the 
person  franking  and  sending  them. 

CHAPTER  50. 

Accounts  and  Beturns  of  Deputy  Postmasters. 

Sec.  330.  At  the  end  of  every  quarter,  which  is  on  the  last  day  of 
March,  June,  September  and  December,  every  deputy  postmaster  must 
makeup  his  accounts,  and  forward  transcripts  of  them  to  the  Department. 
The  originals  should  be  filed  by  him  with  his  general  account,  and  will, 
like  it,  be  held  subject  to  inspection  as  provided   in  Chapter  54,  sec.  387 

331.  AVhen  a  deputy  postmaster  resigns,  or  is  removed  from  office,  he 
should  bring  up  his  accounts  to  the  time  he  delivers  over  the  office,  and 
forward  transcripts  of  them  to  the  Department.  And  in  such  cases,  as 
well  as  when  a  deputy  postmaster  dies,  the  succeeding  postmaster  should 
commence  his  accounts  with  the  time  when  he  took  charge  of  the  office, 
and  forward  transcripts  of  them,  up  to  the  first  termination  of  a  post  office 
quarter. 

332.  The  accounts  of  all  deputy  postmasters  are  examined  and  adjust- 
ed by  the  Auditor  as  they  are  received,  and  the  errors,  if  there  be  any,  are 
carefully  corrected. 

333-  In  all  cases  deputy  postmasters  are  required  to  sign  their  accounts, 
and  insert  the  name  of  the  office,  county,  (district,  or  parish,)  and  State, 
in  the  headings  of  them. 

334.  When  the  accounts  are  signed  by  an  assistant,  which  should  be 
done  only  in  case  of  the  unavoidable  absence  or  sickness  of  the  deputy 
postmaster,  the  name  of  the  postmaster,  for  whom  he  signs,  should  be 
distinctly  written  above  his  own  name,  followed  by  the  word  "  by." 

335.  All  errors  are  corrected,  on  such  examination,  and  such  as  in- 
crease, by  as  much  as  fifty  cents,  the  balance  due  to  the  United  States, 
are  notified  to  the  deputy  postmaster,  by  the  Auditor  for  the  Post  Office 
Department. 

336.  Deputy  postmasters,  therefore,  will  understand  that  any  alteration 
in  the  balances  of  their  accounts,  is  occasioned  either  by  the  correction 
of  some  numercial  error,  or  by  some  deviation,  on  their  part,  from  a  strict 
conformity  to  the  law,  and  these  instructions. 
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CHAPTER  51. 

Failure  to  return  Quarterly  Accounts — penalties, 

337.  If  any  deputy  postmaster  shall  neglect  to  render  his  accounts  for 
one  month  after  the  time,  in  the  form  and  manner  prescribed  by  law,  and 
by  the  Postmaster  General's  instructions,  he  shall  forfeit  double  the  value 
of  postages  which  shall  have  arisen  at  his  office. — See  sec,  32,  Act  o/'1825. 

338.  In  case  no  account  shall  have  been  rendered  at  the  time  of  trial  of 
such  case,  then  such  sum  as  the  court  and  jury  shall  estimate,  equivalent 
thereto,  to  be  recovered  by  the  United  States,  in  an  action  of  debt  on 
vthe  bond  against  the  deputy  postmaster  and  his  securities. 

CHAPTER  52. 

Papers  and  Accounts  to  he  returned  to  the  Post  Office  Department,  by 

Deputy  Postmasters. 

339.  The  Quarterly  Return  is  composed  of  the  following  accounts  and 
papers,  viz  : 

340.  A  transcript  of  the  Account  of  Mails  sent  from  the  office  for  the 
quarter. 

341.  The  entries  in  this  account  must,  of  course,  be  made  every  post 
day,  before  the  mail  is  sent  from  the  office,  and  at  all  large  offices,  it 
should  be  transcribed  daily. 

342.  A  transcript  of  the  Account  of  Mails  received  at  the  office  for 
the  quarter.  At  all  large  offices,  the  entries  in  this  account  should  be 
made  daily,  and  it  should  be  transcribed  daily,  so  as  to  prevent  any  de- 
lay, which  would  otherwise  be  unavoidable  in  making  it  out  after  the 
close  of  the  quarter. 

343.  A  transcript  of  the  Account  of  Newspapers  and  Pamphlets  re- 
ceived at  the  office  during  the  quarter. 

344.  From  the  post  offices  where  such  accounts  should  be  kept,  a  trans- 
cript of  the  Account  of  Ship  and  Steamboat  Letters  received  in  the  quart- 
er, and  the  moneys  paid  for  them. 

345.  A  transcript  of  the  Account  of  Letters  sent  by  sea  from  the  offices 
at  sea  ports. 

346.  Blanks  for  keeping  this  account  are  now  furnished,  and  the  ac- 
counts must  be  regularly  kept  at  every  office  where  letters  are  put  on 
ship-board. 

347.  All  the  -post  bills  received  from  other  offices  during  the  quarter. 

348.  Accounts  and  Receipts  for  contins!;ent  expenses. 

349.  The  Dead  Letters,  and  a  bill  or  bills  of  them. 

350.  From  Distributing  offices,  a  transcript  of  the  Account  of  mails 
received  for  distribution. 

351.  The  Account  Current. 

352.  General  account. 
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353.  The  commission  account — the  emolument  account,  and  the  accounD 
of  any  city  dispatch-post  and  the  vouchers  belonging  to  them — must  alsoi 
accompany  the  quarterly  account  of  all  deputy  postmasters  whose  duty  it 
is  to  render  such  accounts,  respectively. 

354.  Deputy  postmasters  are  required  to  put  up  the  quarterly  return& 
strongly  with  paper  or  cloth,  so  that  the  whole  return  shall  come  to  hand 
in  one  package. 

355.  The  separation  of  the  return  is  a  serious  inconvenience,  inas- 
much as  a  quarterly  account  cannot  be  examined  and  adjusted  until  the 
whole  of  it  is  received. 

CHAPTER  53. 

The  Account  Current, 

356.  Tlie  Account  Current  consists  of  29  articles,  viz  : 

357.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  make  himself  debtor  for  the  whole 
amount  of  postage  on  the  unpaid  letters  which  remained  on  hand  at  the 
close  of  the  preceding  quarter. 

358.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  make  himself  debtor  for  the  whole 
amount  of  the  postage  on  unpaid  letters,  as  it  is  stated  in  the  bills  from 
other  offices.  This  article  he  will  find  in  the  column  of  Unpaid  Letters 
in  his  Account  of  mails  received  from  other  ofiices. — See  chapter  11. 

359.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  make  himself  debtor  for  the  amount 
of  postage  on  the  way-letters  received  at  his  office,  for  delivery ;  this  h© 
will  find  in  the  2d  column  of  his  Account  of  mails  received. — See  chapter 
21. 

360.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  next  debit  himself  with  the  amount  of 
letters  undercharged.  This  amount  he  will  find  in  the  3d  column  of  his 
Account  of  Mails  received. — See  sec.  96. 

361.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  next  debit  himself  with  the  number 
and  amount  of  ship  and  steamboat  letters  received  for  delivery.  This 
article  he  will  find  in  the  1st  column  of  his  Account  of  Ship  and  Steam- 
boat Letters. — Chapter  19. 

362.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  next  debit  himself  with  the  amount 
of  Paid  Letters  sent.  This  amount  he  will  find  in  the  2d  column  of 
his  Account  of  Mails  sent  from  his  office. — See  sec.  180. 

363.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  next  credit  himself  with  the  amount 
of  postage  on  letters  which  have  been  overcharged  and  missent  to  his  of- 
fice and  forwarded.  The  amount  he  will  find  in  the  4th  column  of  his  Ac- 
count of  Mails  received.  He  will  find  further  observations  on  this  sub- 
ject in  section  96. 

364.  The  amount  of  postage  on  unpaid  Lead  Letters  is  next  to  be  en- 
tered to  his  credit.  These  letters  are  to  be  made  up  into  mails,  and 
forwarded  with  his  accounts. — See  chapter  34. 

365.  The  amount  of  postage  of  unpaid  letters  on  hand  at  the  close  of 
the  quarter  is  now  to  be  entered  to  his  credit. 
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366.  This  is  a  temporary  credit,  given,  because  the  deputy  postmastei 
is  already  charged  with  the  amount  in  the  second  article  of  his  account. 
The  whole  sum  now  entered  to  his  credit,  must  be  entered  to  his  debit  in 
the  ist  article  of  his  next  account,  whether  any  of  the  letters  be  taken  up,, 
or  be  returned  as  dead  letters,  or  otherwise. 

367.  Having  added  together  the  sums  of  the  first  six  mentioned  articles, 
and  placed  the  amount  in  the  same  line  opposite,  he  will  then  deduct 
these  articles  from  that  amount,  which  leaves  the  balance,  being  the 
amount  of  letter  postage  collected  by  him  this  quarter.      , 

368.  The  balance,  which  has  been  placed  on  the  credit  side  of  the  ac-^ 
count,  is  now  to  be  entered  to  his  debit. 

369.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  next  debit  himself  with  the  whole- 
amount  of  postage  on  the  newspapers,  magazines  and  pamphlets,  which 
he  has  received  from  other  offices  during  the  quarter,  together  with  the- 
amount  received  on  paid  newspapers,  magazines  and  pamphlets,  sent  from 
his  office,  carrying  the  amount  out  short. 

370.  This  amount  he  will  obtain  from  his  Account  of  Newspapers  and^ 
Pamphlets  received. 

371.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  deduct  the  amount  of  postage  on 
dead  pamphlets  and  magazines,  and,  likewise,  the  amount  of  postage  on 
such  newspapers  as  have  continued  to  come  to  the  office,  after  he  has 
given  the  publishers  three  months  notice  that  they  are  not  taken  out. 
This  last  deduction  is  not  to  be  made  without  due  notice  having  been 
given  to  the  publisher. — See  chapter  40,  sec.  272.  Nor  is  it  to  be  made,, 
if  he  shall  have  sold  the  newspapers  for  the  postage.  If  he  has  received 
any  part  of  the  postage  on  the  sale,  the  deduction  is  not  to  be  made  for 
that  part. 

372.  Deputy  postmasters  will  next  add  the  amount  of  postages  collect- 
ed on  letters,  newspapers,  pamphlets  and  magazines  together,  and  place- 
the  sum  in  the  line  opposite. 

373.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  next  cast  his  commission  on  the 
amount  of  postage  collected  on  letters  during  the  quarter.  The  rates 
of  commissions  are  fixed  in  the  14th  section  of  the  Act  of  1825,  and 
recited  in  chapter  59. 

374.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  next  cast  his  commission  on  the 
amount  of  postage  collected  on  newspapers  and  pamphlets,  at  50  per  cent.,, 
and  enter  it  in  this  place.  The  commission  is  to  be  cast  on  the  balance 
remaining  after  the  deductions  as  directed  in  section  371  are  made. 

375..  If  the  commission  on  letters,  newspapers  and  pamphlets  do  not 
exceed  500  dollars  in  one  quarter,  the  deputy  postmaster  will  then  set 
down  the  number  of  free  letters  received  by  mail,  for  delivery  at  the 
office,  and  carry  the  amount,  at  two  cents  each,  to  his  credit.  This 
number  he  will  find  in  the  6th  column  of  his  Account  of  Mails  received. 

376.  The  deputy  postmaster  will  next  set  down  the  number  of  Ship 
and  Steamboat  Letters  which  he  has  paid  for  this  quarter,  and  carry  in 
their  amount  at  two  cents  each.  These  sums  he  will  find  in  the  second  and 
third  columns  of  his  Account  of  Ship  and  Steamboat  Letters  received* 
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377.  The  deputy  postmaster  will  next  state  the  number,  and  credit  him- 
-self  with  the  amount  paid  the  mail  carrier  for  way-letters.  No  form  is 
prescribed  for  keeping  this  account. — See  chapter  21. 

378.  It  now  remains  for  the  deputy  postmaster  to  make  out  his  ac- 
count of  Contingent  Expenses^  if  any.  Deputy  postmasters  are  required  to 
preserve  and  use  the  wrappers  and  twine  which  come  into  their  offices 
upon  letters  and  packets  received,  as  far  as  they  can  again  be  safely  used. 
The  other  articles  which  may  be  charged  as  contingent  expenses,  are 
sealing  wax,  advertising  letters,  repairs  of  mail  bags, 

379.  No  allowance  for  furniture  will  be  made  to  any  post  office,  where 
the  net  proceeds  do  not  amount  to  $20  per  year. 

380.  A  strict  observance  of  the  rules  herein  laid  down,  in  relation 
to  contingent  expenses,  is  indispensable.  All  vouchers  for  expenses 
■charged  in  the  quarterly  account,  or  in  the  Commission  or  Emolument  ac- 
count, must  be  transmitted  with  the  said  accounts.  Unreasonable  delay 
not  only  implies  neglect  of  the  public  business,  but  is  calculated  to  bring 
suspicion  upon  the  claims  withheld ;  and  the  Department,  therefore,  reserves 
to  itself  the  right  to  reject  all  such  claims  made  after  the  quarterly  ac- 
counts have  been  adjusted. 

381.  Deputy  postmasters  are  prohibited  from  purchasing  supplies  for 
their  offices  from  themselves  or  from  persons  associated  with  them  in 
business,  if  the  articles  required  can  elsewhere  be  had  at  a  fair  price. 

382.  Deputy  postmasters  are  in  the  habit  of  settling  their  printer's 
bills  only  once  in  two  or  three  years,  and  then  forwarding  the  advertis- 
ing account  for  several  quarters  at  once.  This  must  not  be  done.  All 
contingent  accounts  must  be  forwarded  with  the  returns  to  which  they 
belong. 

383.  Deputy  postmasters  who  are  allowed  to  charge,  among  the  contin- 
gent expenses,  advertisements  of  the  arrivals  and  departures  of  the  mails 
will  limit  such  charge  to  an  advertisement  of  three  weeks  only — once  each 
week. 

384.  Besides  the  printer's  account,  and  receipt  for  advertising  let- 
ters on  hand,  the  newspaper  containing  the  advertisement  should  be 
transmitted. 

38,5.  The  deputy  postmasters  will  now  strike  the  balance  of  the  account, 
which  shows  how  much  he  is  indebted  to  the  Department  for  postages. 

386.  As  this  Account  Current  is  intended  to  show^  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  office  for  the  quarter,  no  balance  due  on  a  former  quarter,  nor  any 
payment  to,  or  collection  for,  the  Department  is  to  be  inserted. 

CHAPTER  54. 

General  Account. 

387.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  keep  in  his  office  a  general  account 
with  the  Utiited  States,  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department 


45 

subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  Postmaster  General,  or  of  any  general 
or  special  Agent  of  tlie  Department,  and  a  copy  of  wliich  is  lo  be  furnished 
to  the  Auditor  from  time  to  time,  when  he  may  so  require. 

388.  In  this  general  account,  every  deputy  postmaster  will  credit  the 
United  States  witii  the  balances  due  on  his  quarterly  returns  as  acknow- 
ledged, and  when  notilied  by  the  Auditor  of  any  corrections  made  on  ex- 
amination thereof,  he  will  make  the  corresponding  corrections  m  the  gene- 
ral account,  or  enter  the  proper  credit  therefor. 

Ii89.  The  deputy  postmaster  will  likewise  credit  all  sums  collected  by, 
or  deposited  with  him,  on  account  of  the  Department,  and  will  debit  the  ac- 
count with  all  sums  paid  over  for  the  general  service  of  the  Department,, 
whether  by  deposite  upon  draft  or  upon  collection  order.  A  draft  office 
may  be  required  to  deposite,  or  to  pay  on  a  collection  order,  or  a  collec- 
tion ofhce  to  (teposite  or  to  pay  on  a  draft. 

390.  The  duplicate  quarterly  accounts,  the  duplicate  certificates  of  de* 
posite,  the  duplicate  collection  orders  and  the  drafts  paid,  and  also  all  in- 
structions, are  to  be  filed  as  vouchers  with  this  account,  and  be  subject 
to  inspection. 

391.  The  deputy  postmaster,  upon  being  furnished  with  a  statement  of 
his  general  account  as  kept  by  the  Auditor,  will  immediately  compare 
it  with  the  amount  of  his  account,  and  at  once  acknowledge  to  the 
Auditor  the  balance  appearing  on  such  statement,  or  point  out  the  particu- 
lars wherein  the  accounts  disagree. 

CHAPTER  55. 

Collection  of  Debts. 

392.  The  collection  of  debts  due  to  the  Post  Office  Department,  whether 
by  deputy  postmasters,  contractors  or  other  persons,  is  assigned  by  the 
act  of  July,  1836,  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment. 

393.  When  such  debts,  if  collected,  would  over  pay  the  contractor  for 
the  route,  on  or  near  which  the  debtor  resides,  or  when  the  Auditor  finds  it 
otherwise  more  convenient  to  employ  a  deputy  postmaster  in  the  vicinity, 
he  will  consider  himself  as  a  special  agent  of  the  Department  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  will  obey  such  orders  as  he  may  receive  from  the  Auditor  in  re- 
spect to  such  collection. 

394.  If  the  debt  is  collected,  the  deputy  postmaster  will  give  notice 
thereof  to  the  Auditor,  by  transmitting  his  receipt  for  the  amount,  and  will 
credit  the  same  in  his  general  account  with  the  United  States,  for  the  service 
of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

395.  If  the  exertions  of  the  deputy  postmaster  to  collect  prove  unavail- 
ing, he  will  communicate  to  the  Auditor  the  causes  of  the  failure,  and  also 
the  circumstances  of  the  parties,  if  alive,  or  of  their  estates,  and  the  admin- 
,'strators  on  them,  if  deceased. 
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396.  If  due  diligence  be  not  used  in  making  the  collection,  or  if,  bein^ 
tunsuccessful,  any  deputy  postmaster  fail  to  return  the  draft  or  demand  to 
the  Auditor,  or  otherwise  to  give  notice  of  such  failure,  or  fail  to  give  any  in- 
formation required  in  relation  to  the  same,  such  neglect  and  want  of  fide- 
lily  will  amount  to  a  breach  of  the  condition  of  his  bond,  for  which  the 
damages  will  be  recoverable  ;  and  will  moreover  be  considered  just  ground 
of  removal  from  office. 

CHAPTER  56. 

JPaying  over  moner/  to  the  use,  or  for  the  Service  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment. 

• 

397.  No  moneys  are  to  be  paid  direcdy  into  the  Department,  neither 
are  any  paid  out  directly  by  it.  The  proceeds  of  postage,  therefore,  should 
never  be  remitted  by  deputy  postmasters  to  the  Department,  or  to  any  of 
its  officers  or  agents,  without  a  special  order  from  the  Postmaster  General. 

398.  For  the  purpose  of  paying  over  the  funds  of  the  Department,  all 
the  Post  Offices,  except  Special  Offices,  are  classed,  either  as  De- 
posite  Offices,  Draft  Offices,  or  Collection  Offices.  These  designa- 
tions are  changed  from  time  to  time  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  service, 
and  when  such  changes  are  necessary,  they  are  notified  to  the  deputy 
postmasters,  respectively,  by  a  circular  letter. 

399.  Deposit  offices  are  such  as  are  ordered  to  place,  quarterly  or 
oftener,  their  funds  in  deposite  in  some  Bank  or  other  Depository. 

400.  Draft  offices  are  those  which  are  ordered  to  retain  their  funds  in 
liand  to  meet  drafts  drawn  by  the  Postmaster  General,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  Auditor  for  the  Post  Office  Department. 

40 1 .  Collection  offices  are  those  which  are  required  to  pay  over  their  net 
proceeds  Quarterly  to  the  mail  contractor  named  in  their  special  instruc- 
tions, upon  the  production  by  him,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  proper  or- 
ders and  receipts  sent  to  him  by  the  Department. 

402.  Each  deputy  postmaster  receives  special  instructions,  indicating 
to  which  class  his  office  belongs,  and  the  particular  manner  in  which  his 
funds  are  to  be  paid  over  or  deposited. 

403.  A  failure,  either  to  deposit  according  to  instructions,  or  to  pay  a  draft 
when  presented,  or  to  pay  over  to  a  contractor  upon  the  production  of  the 
proper  collection  orders  and  receipts,  will  be  followed  by  the  removal  of 
the  delinquent  deputy  postmaster  from  his  office,  unless  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained to  the  Postmaster  General. 

404.  Deputy  postmasters  who  pay  the  money  of  the  Department  to 
•contractors  or  others,  except  upon  drafts  or  orders  of  the  Department,  do 
so  entirely  at  their  own  risk. 

405.  The  deputy  postmaster,  upon  paying  a  draft,  will  take  a  separate 
receipt  from  the  holder,  specifying  its  date.  No.  and  amount,  and  will 
report  such  payments,  and  transmit  such  receipts  from  time  to  time  as  di- 
rected to  the  Auditor  for  the  Post  Office  Department. 
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406.  Deputy  postmasters  at  draft  offices  will,  in  like  manner,  transmit 
nummary  roports  to  the  Department  of  the  moneys  received,  as  ihey 
may  be  directed. 

407.  Want  of  funds  can  never  be  an  excuse  for  failing  to  pay,  or  to  de- 
posite ;  deputy  postmasters  being  prohibited  from  using,  loaning,  or  in 
any  manner  investing  the  money  receieved  for  postage  ;  or  giving  credit 
for  postage. — ^ct  1841,  sec.  2. 

408.  A  deputy  postmaster  cannot  refuse  to  pay  a  draft  or  collecting 
order,  because  the  contractor  is  indebted  to  him,  nor  because  there  is  an 
unsettled  private  account  between  thcFn. 

409.  Every  deputy  postmaster  under  orders  to  place  his  funds  in  a 
Bank,  or  other  depository,  will  take  duplicate  certificates  of  each  depositei, 
signed  by  the  proper  officer  of  the  Bank,  or  other  depository,  one  of  which 
should  be  transmitted  to  the  Postmaster  General  by  the  first  mail  there 
after,  as  the  deputy  postmaster  will  not  be  entitled  to  a  credit  therefor  un- 
til its  reception  at  the  Department. 

410.  The  deposite  is  tobe  made  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  service  of  tlie  Post  Ofhce  Department. 

411.  The  deposite  should  include  the  whole  amount  due,  whether  for 
postage  at  the  office,  or  for  collections  or  deposites  made  with  the  deputy 
postmaster  on  account  of  the  Department. 

412.  Deputy  postmasters  at  collection  offices  must  be  ready  to  pay  over 
at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  and  will  transmit  the  contractor's  receipt  to  the 
Auditor  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  by  the  very  first  mail  after  pay- 
ment is  made.  Such  payments  must  include  the  whole  amount  on  hand, 
whether  arising  from  the  postages  of  the  quarter,  or  any  preceding  quar- 
ters, all  errors  being  corrected — or  from  moneys  collected  by,  or  deposited 
with  the  deputy  postmaster.  The  receipts  must  never  be  put  up  with  the 
quarterly  return,  but  should  be  sent  under  a  separate  envelope,  addressed 
directly  to  the  Auditor. 

413.  Every  deputy  postmaster  of  a  "special  office,"  will  report  to  the 
Postmaster  General,  at  tiie  end  of  each  quarter,  the  balance  in  his  hands, 
over  and  above  the  sums  due  the  contractor  for  supplying  his  office  with 
the  mail,  in  order  that  the  Department  may  make  a  proper  disposition  of 
such  balance. 

414.  Deputy  postmasters  at  "special  offices,"  when  under  orders  to 
pay  their  respective  contractors,  will  not  only  pay  promptly,  but  lose  no 
time  in  transmitting  to  the  Auditor  for  the  Post  Office  Department  the  re- 
ceipts taken  for  their  quarterly  payments. 

4 1 5.  All  payments  to  the  Department,  whether  upon  drafts,  or  by  depo- 
site in  Bank,  or  otherwise,  mustbe  in  specie  or  its  equivalent;  and  deputy 
postmasters,  in  receiving  payment  of  postages,  or  other  dues  to  the  De- 
partment, should  always  bear  in  mind  that  they  are 'bound  to  pay  them 
over  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States. 

416.  No  allowance  can  be  made  to  a  deputy  postmaster  for  the  depre- 
ciation of  money  received   for  postage,   or  for  its  deficiency  in  weight. 
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Neither  can  any  allowance  or  remuneration  be  made  for  losses  by  fire,, 
robbery  or  theft,  nor  can  compensation  be  made  for  collecting  or  paying 
over  moneys  to  the  Department,  not  arising  from  postages  at  his  office, 

CHAPTER  57. 

Applications  for  Payment  and  Renewal  of  lost  drafts  or  warrants. 

417.  In  all  cases  where  application  is  made  for  the  issue  of  a  duplicate 
draft  or  warrant,  upon  the  allegation  that  the  original  is  lost,  every  such 
application  must  be  addressed  to  the  Auditor  for  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, and  must  be  accompanied  by  a  statement,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  by 
the  applicant,  or  the  person  who  is  the  legal  holder  thereof,  showing  the 
time,  place  and  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  loss  or  destruction  of 
the  draft  or  warrant,  with  its  number,  date,  and  amount;  in  whose  favor 
it  was  issued  ;  when  made  payable  ;  together  with  any  other  particulars 
relating  to  it  within  the  knowledge  of  the  applicant. 

418.  The  applicant  must  also  produce  a  letter  or  certificate  from  the 
cashier  of  the  bank,  or  the  deputy  postmaster,  on  whom  the  draft  or  war- 
rant may  have  been  drawn,  showing  that  it  has  not  been  paid — also  that 
payment  of  the  same  has  been  forbidden  by  the  parties  interested. 

419.  The  duplicate,  when  issued,  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect 
as  the  original. 

CHAPTER  58 

Decedents  Estates. 

420.  A  person  presenting  a  claim  against  the  Post  Office  Department, 
which  was  due  to  a  person  then  deceased,  must  show  his  authority  to 
receive  it,  by  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court, 
proving  the  will,  or  appointing  the  administrator,  as  the  case  may  be,  ac- 
companied by  proof,  derived  from  such  record,  that  he  has  qualified  to  dis- 
charge his  duty,  as  required  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  or  Territory,  m 
which  he  was  appointed, 

CHAPTER  59. 

Emoluments  of  Deputy  Postmasters. 

421.  The  commissions,  allowances,  and  emoluments  of  deputy  post- 
masters for  their  compensation  and  expenses,  are  limited  by  law. — Act  of 
1825,  sec.  14,  and  the  act  of  1842,  sec.  2.  In  no  case  can  the  Depart- 
ment increase  them  beyond  such  limit.     They  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

422.  A  commission  of  30  per  cent,  on  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dol- 
lars of  letter  postage,  collected  in  one  quarter. — See  Act  of  1825,  sec,  14. 
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423.  Deputy  postmasters  at  whose  offices  the  mail  is  regularly  to  ar- 
rive between  nine  o'clock  at  night,  and  iive  o'clock  in  the  morning,  are 
allowed  to  charge  fifty  per  cent.,  on  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars 
collected  in  one  quarter,  instead  of  thirty.  But  this  allowance  of  fifty 
per  cent,  will  not  be  made  unless  the  Account  Current  be  accompanied 
by  a  certificate,  signed  by  the  deputy  postmaster,  in  one  of  the  following 
forms,  viz  :  ^* 

Post  Office  at  184     . 

424.  I  certify  that  my  office  is  situated  on  route  No.  and  that  by  the 
schedule  of  said  route  the  mail  is  to  arrive  at  such  office  at  o'clock, 
and  has  accordingly  arrived  on  an  average  during  the  quarter  ending 

between  the  hours  of  9  in  the  evening  and  5  in  the  morning. 

Deputy  Postmaster. 

Post  Office  at  184     , 

425.  I  certify  that  my  office  is  an  intermediate  office  on  route  No.  and 
that  the  average  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  mail  for  the  quarter  ending 

has  necessarily  been  between  the  hours  of  9  in  the  evening 
and  5  in  the  morning. 

426.  A  commission  of  25  per  cent,  on  letter  postages  over  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  on  a  sum  not  exceeding  300  dollars,  collected  in  one  quarter: 

427.  If  more  postages  on  letters  than  400  dollars  be  collected  in  one 
quarter,  a  commission  of  20  per  cent,  on  such  surplus  ;  the  20  per  cent,  is 
not,  however,  to  be  cast  on  a  greater  sum  than  2,000  dollars : 

428.  A  commission  of  8  per  cent,  on  such  amount  of  postage  collected 
on  letters,  in  one  quarter,  as  exceeds  2,400  dollars  : 

429.  If  the  account  be  for  a  part  only  of  a  quarter,  as  upon  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  deputy  postmaster,  or  upon  his  going  out  of  office,  the  said 
commission  of  30  or  50  per  cent.,  as  the  case  may  be,  can  only  be  allow- 
ed on  such  sum,  (in  lieu  of  the  first  $100)  in  the  proportion  to  $100, 
which  the  period  embraced  in  such  account  bears  to  a  quarter. 

430.  Thus,  if  the  amount  be  for  one-half  the  quarter,  the  commission  of 
30  per  cent,  must  be  cast  on  the  first  sum  of  $50.  If  for  one-third  part  of  a 
quarter,  on  the  first  sum  of  $33  33 ;  and  so  on  for  any  other  part.  The 
same  rule  will  apply  to  any  other  commission  mentioned,  except  the 
lowest  rate. 

431.  Two  cents  for  every  free  letter  (those  addressed  to  the  deputy 
postmaster  excepted)  which  he  receives  by  post,  and  delivers;  unless  his 
commission,  otherwise,  amounts  to  500  dollars  in  the  same  quarter. 

432.  All  free  packets  of  printed  matter,  (speeches,  &c.)  though  in  letter 
form,  are  not  embraced  by  the  preceding  section. 

433.  A  commission  of  50  per  cent,  on  the  postages  collected  on  news- 
papers, magazines  and  pamphlets. 
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434.  The  commissions  on  newspaper  postage  belongs  to  the  deputy- 
postmaster  who  collects  it,  though  he  may  immediately  go  out  of  office, 
and  the  papers  be  delivered  by  his  successor. 

435.  Deputy  postmasters  who  regularly   receive  and  despatch  foreign 
mails,  will  be  allowed  a  commission  of  live  per  cent,  on  the   postages  of 
letters,  &c.,  received  from  the  British  Provinces   and  distributed  in   the 
United  States,  and  a  commission  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  letters  sent 
into  those  Provinces  from  the  United  States.  • 

436.  For  every  letter  lodged  in  the  office  merely  for  delivery,  and  not 
conveyed,  or  to  be  conveyed  by  post,  one  cent  is  to  be  paid  by  the  person 
who  receives  the  letter. 

437.  One  cent  for  every  letter  received  to  be  conveyed  by  any  private 
ship  or  vessel  beyond  sea;  This  is  allowed  only  to  deputy  postmasters  at 
seaports. — Act  of  1825,  sec,  34. 

438.  One  cent  for  every  letter  received  from  any  ship  or  vessel,  and 
mailed,  provided  all  his  commissions,  including  this  allowance,  do  not  ex- 
ceed two  hundred  dollars  per  year. — Jlct  of  1827,  sec.  2. 

439.  Ten  cents  fer  every  monthly  return  of  a  Register  of  the  Arrivals  and 
Departures  of  the  mail,  made  under  the  orders  of  the  Department.  For 
weekly  registers  so  rendered,  the  same  compensation  will  be  made — that 
is  to  say,  ten  cents  per  month,  for  each  route. 

440.  Every  deputy  postmaster  whose  commissions  and  allowances  to- 
gether, as  charged  in  any  quarterly  account,  exceed  $500  in  amount,  will 
render  with  such  quarterly  account,  an  acconnt — to  be  called  the  Commis- 
sion  Account — stating  on  one  side,  the  amount  of  said  commissions  and  al- 
lowances ;  and  on  the  other,  his  own  compensation  for  the  quarter,  as  limit- 
ed by  law,  and  the  incidental  expenses  of  his  office  necessarily  and  actually- 
incurred  for  said  quarter.  The  charges  for  incidental  expenses  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  proper  vouchers  and  receipts,  and  must  specify  dis- 
tinctly the  several  objects  thereof — as  rent,  fuel,  candles,  stationery,  &c., 
and  the  names,  ages,  rate  of  compensation  and  time  paid  for,  of  each  and 
every  person  employed  as  assistant  or  clerk.  If  the  amount  of  the  said 
commissions  and  allowances  fall  short  of  the  amount  of  the  said  compen- 
sation and  expenses,  the  deputy  postmaster  has  no  claim  on  the  United 
States  for  the  deficiency.  If  the  amount  exceed  such  compensation  and 
expenses,  the  deputy  postmaster  will  add  the  excess  to  the  balance,  to  be 
acknowledged  by  him  as  due  the  United  States  on  his  quarterly  return 
for  the  same  quarter. — Act  q/'1825,  sec,  41. 

441.  The  deputy  postmasters  of  New- York,  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  New  Orleans,  and  every  other  city  of  the  Union,  will,  severally, 
at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  with  his  quarterly  account,  render  an  account  un- 
der oath,  to  be  ccdledthe  Emolument  Account,  of  all  otlier  profits  or  emolu- 
ments by  him  received  during  said  quarter,  stating  on  one  side  of  said 
account  the  full  amount  of  profits  or  emoluments,  with  the  several  sources 
from  which  they  are  derived,  wbether  from  box  rent,  branch  offices  or 
otherwise ;  and  on  tke  other  side,  the  expens(^s  in  relation  to  the    same 
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necessarily  and  actually  incurred,  accompanied  by  the  proper  vouchers. 
And  after  deducting  said  necessary  expenses,  the  deputy  postmaster  will 
add  any  balance  remaining"  on  said  account,  over  and  above  the  rate  of 
$3000  per  annum,  to  the  balance,  by  him  acknowledged  as  due  to  ihe 
United  States,  on  the  quarterly  return  for  the  same  quarter. — Act  of  May 
18,  1842.  ^ 

CHAPTER  60. 

AUeniion  to  the  manner  of  carrying  the  Mails. 

442.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  consider  himself  the  Sentinel  of  the 
Department,  in  regard  to  its  affairs  in  his  immediate  vicinity ;  and  he  will 
carefully  observe,  and  promptly  report  to  it,  everything  tending  to  effect 
itfi  interests,  or  injure  its  reputation. 

443.  It  is  especially  expected  that  he  will  keep  a  vigilant  eye  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  mails  are  carried  to  and  from  his  oflice.  This  is 
amongst  the  most  important  of  his  duties. 

444.  Every  deputy  postmaster  will  report  every  instance  in  which  the 
mail  is  brought  to  his  office  by  a  person  not  qualified. 

445.  If  a  mail-carrier,  having  the  mail  in  charge,  become  intoxicated, 
he  will  instantly  dismiss  him,  employ  another  at  the  expense  of  the  con- 
tractor, and  report  the  facts  to  the  Department. 

446.  Report  promptly  all  irregularities  of  mail  carriers,  in  charge  of 
ihe  mail,  and  the  causes,  when  known. 

447.  If  the  mail  arrive  without  a  lock,  ascertain  where  the  fault  is,  aad 
_JCeport  it  to  the  Department. 

448.  If  the  mail  be  carried  on  horse-back,  he  will  see  that  it  be  covered 
with  an  oil-cloth  or  bear-skia  :  If  in  a  stage,  that  it  be  carried  in  a  secure 
dry  boot  under  the  driver's  feet,  or  in  the  box  which  constitutes  the  dri- 
Ter's  seat :  If  in  a  sulky  or  other  vehicle,  he  will  see  that  it  be  well  pro- 
tected from  the  weather. 

449.  When  the  newspaper  mail,  on  a  stage  route,  is  large,  and  separate 
from  the  letter  mail,  it  may  be  carried  in  the  boot  behind  the  stage,  but  it 
must  not  be  exposed  to  the  weather. 

450.  Report  all  instances  in  which  the  mails  are  carried  without  the 
securities  from  the  weather,  as  above  directed. 

451.  Contractors  are  required,  in  all  cases,  to  carry  the  entire  mail. 
Deputy  postmasters  will  never  permit  them  to  leave  any  part  of  it. 

452.  Neither  are  contractors  permitted  to  leave  bags  of  newspapers  and 
pamphlets  at  any  places  on  their  routes.  Report  every  case  of  this  kind 
that  may  occur. 

453.  When  the  mail  stops  OYer-Hight,  where  there  is  a  post  office,  it 
must  be  kept  in  the  oflSoe. 


I:: 


52 


CHAPTER  61. 

Registers  of  the  Arrivals  and  Departures  of  Mails,  to  he  kept  hy 

Deputy  Postmasters. 

454.  Deputy  postmasters  at  the  ends  of  every  mail  route,  and  such 
other  offices  as  the  Postmaster  General  may  direct,  are  required  to  keep 
registers  of  the  arrivals  and  departures  of  all  mails  which  are  opened  at  their 
offices  respectively  ;  setting  forth  the  exact  time  of  each  arrival  and  each 
departure,  and  the  manner  of  the  conveyance,  when  it  varies  from  the 
contract,  and  giving  the  reasons,  when  known,  for  every  delinquency  or 
failure  to  arrive  at  the   time  prescribed  in  the   schedules. 

455.  The  deputy  postmasters  at  the  ends  of  routes  where  the  mail  is 
received  less  than  six  times  a  week,  are  required  to  return  their  registers 
monthly  ;  but  where  they  are  received  six  times  a  week,  or  daily,  their 
registers  must  be  punctually  returned  weekly — but  this  regulation  wir 
not  exempt  deputy  postn^asters  from  the  duty  of  making  special  reports  o^ 
feilares  at  the  time  they  occur,  on  important  routes. 

CHAPTER  62. 

Failures  of  Mails. 

456.  Failures  of  mails  to  arrive  at  the  ends  of  routes  and  other  points 
within  contract  time,  cannot  but  be  known  in  all  cases  to  contractors  or 
their  agents. 

457.  No  notice,  therefore,  is  necessary  to  be  given  to  contractors  of 
failures  to  arrive  at  any  post  office  in  contract  time,  as  reported  by  deputy 
postmasters  to  the  Department. 

458.  Should  a  mail  at  any  time  fail  to  arrive  at  the  end  of  a  route,  or 
at  any  intermediate  post  office,  where  the  time  of  arrival  is  fixed,  within 
the  time  specified  in  the  contract  or  schedule,  it  will  be  expected  of  every 
contractor  immediately,  by  himself  or  agent,  to  send  his  excuse  to  the 
Inspection  Office,  setting  forth,  particularly,  the  cause  of  the  failure  ;  and 
if,  after  waiting  a  reasonable  time,  no  specific  and  satisfactory  excuse  be 
received,  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General  is  directed  to  present 
the  case  thus  reported  to  the  Postmaster  General  for  fine. 

459.  A  specific  excuse  is  required  for  each  specific  delinquency  of  any 
contractor  ;  so  that  general  allegations  will  not  be  admitted.  If  bad  roads  be 
atledged,  a  specific  report  must  be  made  of  what  portion  of  the  road  was 
so  bad  as  to  obstruct  the  mails,  and  what  was  its  peculiar  condition ;  if 
high  waters,  it  must  be  shown  what  water-courses  were  impassable  ;  and 
so  of  all  other  excuses. 
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CHAPTER  63. 

Forfeitures  and  Fines. 

460.  In  all  cases,  there  is  to  be  a  forfeiture  of  the  pay  of  the  trip  when 
the  trip  is  not  run  ;  a  forfeiture  of  at  least  one-fourth  part  of  ii,  when  the 
running  or  arrival  is  so  far  behind  time  as  to  lose  the  connection  with  a  de- 
pending mail ;  and  a  forfeiture  of  a  due  proportion  of  it,  when  a  grade  of 
service  is  rendered  inferior  to  that  in  the  contract.  These  forfeitures  may- 
increase  into  penalties  of  higher  amount,  according  to  the  nature  or  fre- 
quency of  the  failure  and  the  importance  of  the  mail. 

461.  Fines  will  be  imposed,  unless  the  delinquency  be  satisfactorily 
explained  in  due  time,  for  failing  to  take  or  deliver  at  a  post  office  the 
mail,  or  any  part  of  it;  for  suffering  it  to  be  wet,  injured,  lost,  or  destroy- 
ed ;  for  conveying  it  in  a  place  or  manner  that  exposes  it  to  depredation, 
loss,  or  injury  ;  for  refusing,  after  demand,  to  carry  a  mail  by  any  coach, 
railroad  car,  or  steamboat,  which  the  contractor  regulaily  runs  on  the 
route,  beyond  the  specified  number  of  trips  in  the  contract;  and  for  not  ar- 
riring  at  the  time  set. 

CHAPTER  64. 

Penalties, 

462.  A  member  of  Congress  becoming  interested  in  any  contract  for 
transporting  the  mail  is  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  liable  to  a  fine 
of  $3000,  and  every  such  contract  shall  be  null  and  void. — Jlct  of  1808, 
sec.  1,  page  1. 

463.  A  public  officer  making  any  such  contract  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  subject  to  the  same  fine. — Ibid. 

464.  If  any  person  employed  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  or  deputy- 
postmaster,  shall  become  interested  in  a  mail  contract,  or  act  as  agent,  with 
or  without  compensation,  in  any  matter  or  thing  appertaining  to  the  busi- 
ness in  said  Department,  for  any  contractor  or  person  offi^ring  to  become 
such,  he  shall  be  liable  to  pay  so  much  money  as  would  have  been  re- 
alized from  said  contract. — Act  of  1836,  sec.  26. 

465.  This  restriction  applies  to  all  assistants  and  clerks  of  post  offices, 
whether  special  or  public,  and  to  all  interest  in  or  agency  for  the  mails, 
■whether  carried  on  a  public  or  a  special  route,  or  from  a  steamboat  or  rail- 
Toad  route  to  any  office,  under  contract,  order  of  the  Department,  or  other- 
wise. 

466.  Mail  carriers  who  shall  collect,  receive,  or  carry  any  letter  or 
packet  out  of  the  mail,  or  shall  cause  or  procure  the  same  to  be  done, 
every  such  offender  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such  offence,  a  sumi 
not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

467.  Masters  of  steamboats,  failing  to  deliver  to  the  deputy  postmaster 


of  the  port,  if  there  be  such,  within  three  hours  after   the  arrival,  all  let- 
ters and  packets  in  his  charge  intended  for  such  place,  a  fine  of  $30  for 
each  offence. — Sec.  6,  act  of  1825,  page  6. 

468.  Persons  employed  on  board  of  steamboats,  failing  to  deliver  all  let- 
ters and  packets  entrusted  to  such  persons  to  the  master  or  manager  of 
such  steamboat,  for  every  failure,  a  fine  of  $10  for  each  letter  or  packet* 
—-Sec.  6,  act  of  1825,  page  6. 

469.  Retarding  or  obstructing  the  passage  of  the  mail,  a  fine  of  $100. 
— Sec.  9,  act  of  1 825,  page  7. 

470.  Neglect  of  ferryman  to  convey  the  mail  across  a  ferry,  $10  for 
every  ten  minutes  delayed. — Ibid. 

471.  If  any  deputy  postmaster  shall  unlawfully  detain  in  his  office  any 
letter  or  package,  pamphlet  or  newspaper,  v^rith  the  intent  to  prevent  the 
arrival  and  delivery  of  the  same  to  the  persons  to  whom  such  papers  may 
be  addressed,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  fined  a  sum  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  dollars,  and  imprisoned  for  a  time  not  exceeding  six  months. 

472.  If  any  ofl[icer  connected  with  the  Post  Office  Department,  charged 
with  the  safe-keeping,  transfer  or  disbursement  of  public  moneys,  shall 
convert  to  his  own  use,  by  way  of  investment  in  any  kind  of  property  or 
merchandise,  or  shall  loan,  with  or  without  interest,  any  portion  of  the 
public  moneys  so  entrusted  to  him,  every  such  act  shall  be  deemed  and 
adjudged  to  be  an  embezzlement  of  so  much  of  said  moneys  as  shall  be 
thus  taken,  converted,  used,  or  loaned,  and  subjects  him  to  the  penalty 
imposed  by  the  act  o/  1841,  sec.  24. 

473.  Neglect  or  refusal  of  any  officer  connected  with  the  Post  Office- 
Department  to  pay  over,  on  demand,  any  public  money  so  entrusted,  shall 
he  prima  facie  evidence  of  such  conversion  to  his  own  use  of  so  much 
of  the  public  moneys  as  may  be  in  his  hands. — ^ct  o/"  1841,  sec.  2. 

474.  One-half  the  penalties  recovered  in  prosecution  for  violations  of 
the  post  office  laws,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons  inform- 
ing or  prosecuting,  and  the  other  half  will  be  paid  over  to  the  Depart- 
ment. Where  a  deputy  postmaster  prosecutes,  he  will  give  information 
of  the  fact  to  the  Department,  and  hold  one-half  of  the  penalty  collected 
subject  to  its  order. — Act  of  1825,  sec.  83. 

475.  If  the  passage  of  the  mail  on  any  post  route  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
deputy  postmaster  be  illegally  obstructed,  he  will  at  once  report  the  facts- 
to  the  Department,  and  prosecute  the  person  who  caused  the  obstruction? 
for  the  penalty  provided  by  law. — Act  1825,  sec.  9. 

CHAPTER  65. 

Violations  and  Evasions  of  Law. 

470.  It  is  a  violation  of  law  to  inclose  or  conceal  a  letter,  or  other 
things,  or  any  memorandum  in  writing,  in  any  newspaper,  pamphlet,  or 
magazine,  or  in  any  package  thereof,  or  to  make  any  writing  or  memo- 
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randum  thereon,  or  on  the  wrappers  inclosing  them,  except  the  direc- 
tion, and  deliver  the  same  into  any  Post  Office,  or  to  any  person  for  that 
purpose. 

477.  In  all  such  cases,  the  newspaper,  pamphlet,  or  magazine  should  be 
charged  with  letter  postage  ;  and  if  the  person  to  whom  the  paper  or  pam- 
phlet is  addressed  refuses  to  pay  letter  postage  thereon,  the  deputy  post- 
master will  immediately  inclose  the  paper  or  pamphlet  to  the  deputy  post- 
master from  whose  office  it  came,  and  request  him  to  prosecute  the  person 
who  placed  it  in  his  office  for  the  penalty  of  five  dollars,  prescribed  by 
law. — See  sec.  30,  act  of  1825. 

478.  In  order  that  frauds  of  this  kind  may  be  readily  traced  and  detect- 
ed, deputy  postmasters  will  be  careful  to  post-mark  or  stamp  every  tran- 
sient paper,  magazine,  or  pamphlet  sent  from  the  office  with  the  name  of 
the  office  and  State,  and  the  amount  of  postage. 

479.  If  the  packet  be  addressed  to  the  office,  and  contain  papers  for 
several  persons,  only  the  newspaper  in  which  the  letter  or  memorandum 
is  enclosed,  and  its  contents,  should  be  charged  with  letter  postage. 

480.  It  is  the  practice  of  many  to  address  their  hand  bills  to  deputy 
postmasters,  by  which  means  they  give  them  an  extensive  circulation, 
free  of  postage.  This  is  an  abuse  which  must  be  corrected.  In  every 
instance  where  deputy  postmasters  receive  a  communication,  addressed  to 
him  as  deputy  postmaster,  which  is  of  a  private  character,  and  designed 
to  promote  private  interests,  with  an  evident  intention  of  giving  circula- 
tion to  it,  without  paying  postage,  the  deputy  postmaster  will  return  the 
same  to  the  person  who  sent  it,  under  a  new  envelope,  with  the  charge  of 
letter  postage  endorsed. 

481.  In  every  case  in  which  a  letter  or  package  is  carried  out  of  the 
mail,  in  violation  of  the  acts  of  Congress,  that  comes  to  his  knowledge,  the 
deputy  postmaster  will  prosecute  the  persons  offending  for  the  penalty 
provided  by  law,  and  report  the  facts  to  the  Department,  stating  the  name 
of  the  carrier  and  his  employer. 

482.  As  the  law  prohibits  a  private  post  or  express,  on  or  parallel  to  a 
mail  line,  those  who  aid  and  assist  or  employ  such  to  carry  letters  or 
packages,  which  by  law  have  a  right  to  be  sent  by  the  mail,  are  guilty  of 
a  violation  of  the  law  of  Congress  of  1825,  and  subject  to  be  prosecuted 
for  the  penalty  under  the  24ih  section  of  said  act. 

483.  It  is  a  violation  of  law  for  mail  carriers,  stage  drivers,  or  contrac- 
tors to  carry  out  of  the  mail  any  letter  or  packet,  sealed  or  unsealed,  unless 
it  be  delivered  to  the  deputy  postmaster  at  the  next  office  as  a  way  letter. 
Act  of  1825,  sections  20  and  21, — see  chapter  21. 

484.  Upon  the  arrival  of  every  steamboat  or  other  vessel  navigating  the 
waters  of  the  United  States  at  any  port  where  there  is  a  post  office,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  captain,  or  other  officer  having  charge  of  the  same,  to  de- 
liver to  the  post  office  at  such  place,  or  to  the  person  authorized  by  the 
Department  as  local  agent,  all  letters  and  packets  which  he  may  have, 
except  such  as  relate  to  the  cargo  of  such  vessel,  (under  penalty  of  thirty 
dollars.)     And  all  persons  employed  en  such  boat  are  required,  under 
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penalty  of  ten  dollars,  to  deliver  to  the  master  or  manager  of  such  boat 
all  letters  or  packets  before  their  arrival  at  such  port.  The  letters,  &;e., 
are  to  be  delivered  within  three  hours  after  the  arrival  of  the  boat,  if  in 
the  day  time.  If  she  arrives  in  the  night,  within  two  hours  after  the  next 
sun  rise. — Act  of  1825,  sec.  6. 

485.  The  law  forbids  the  setting  up  of  any  foot  or  horse  post  for  the 
conveyance  of  letters  by  a  stage  or  other  vechicle  on  a  post  road  or  a  road 
parallel  thereto. 

486.  It  also  forbids  the  running  of  a  regular  private  express  for  the 
transportation  of  letters  or  packets. 

CHAPTER  66. 

I  Blanks  for  Accounts^  Post  Bills,  fyc. 

487.  Deputy  postmasters  in  the  States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont  will  apply  to  the  deputy  postmaster  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  for  such 
blanks  as  are  necessary  for  the  use  of  their  offices. 

488.  Deputy  postmasters  in  the  States  of  iMassachusetts,  Connecticut, 
and  Rhode  Island  will  apply  to  the  deputy  postmaster  at  Concord,  New 

Hampshire,  or  Boston,  Massachusetts,  for  such  blanks  as  are  necesssary 
for  the  use  of  their  offices. 

489.  Deputy  postmasters  in  the  State  of  New  York  will  apply  to  the 
deputy  postmaster  of  New  York,  or  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  for  such  blanks  as 
are  necessary  for  the  use  of  their  offices. 

490.  Deputy  Postmasters  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  will  apply  to  the 
deputy  postmaster  of  New  York  city  for  such  blanks  as  are  necessary 
for  the  use  of  their  offices. 

491.  Deputy  Postmasters  in  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware 
will  apply  to  the  deputy  postmaster  of  Philadelphia  for  such  blanks  as 
are  necessary  for  the  use  of  their  offices. 

492.  Deputy  postmasters  in  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  will 
apply  to  the  Post  Office  Department  at  Washington  for  such  blanks  as 
are  necessary  for  the  use  of  their  offices. 

493.  Deputy  postmasters  in  the  States  of  North  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Florida  Territory  will  apply  to  the  deputy 
postmaster  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  or  Raleigh,  N.  C,  (as  may  be  convenient,) 
for  such  blanks  as  are  necessary  for  the  use  of  their  offices 

494.  Deputy  postmasters  in  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Tennesee,  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana,  Arkansas  and  Missouri  will  apply  to  the  deputy  postmas- 
ters of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  or  Vicksburg,  Missis- 
sippi, as  may  be  most  convenient,  for  such  blanks  as  are  necessary  for  the 
use  of  their  offices. 

495.  Deputy  postmasters  in  the  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  the  Territo- 
ries of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  will  apply  to  the  deputy  postmaster  at  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  for  such   blanks  as  are  necessary  for  the  use  of  their  offices. 
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496.  Deputy  postmasters  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Michigan  will  apply- 
to  the  deputy  postmaster  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  for  such  blanks  as  are  neces- 
sary for  the  use  of  their  offices.  (Or  such  as  find  it  more  convenient,  may, 
during  the  lake  navigation  season,  ^pply  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.) 

497.  When  the  postages  collected  at  an  office  amount  to  $100  per  quar- 
ter, the  name  of  the  deputy  postmaster  will  be  printed  on  the  post  bills. 

498.  Stamps  are  only  to  be  procured  upon  application  to  the  Appointment 
Office.  They  are  furnished  to  offices  that  collect  in  postages  $100  per 
quarter. 

CHAPTER  67. 

Mail  Locks  and  Keys. 

499.  Locks  and  keys  are  furnished,  when  wanted,  upon  application  to 
the  Inspection  Office.  These  applications,  and  all  other  official  statements 
addressed  to  the  Inspection  Office,  should  be  signed  by  the  deputy  post- 
master only,  except  in  case  of  sickness  or  unavoidable  absence,  when 
they   may  be  signed  by  an  assistant. 

500.  Deputy  postmasters  at  the  principal  offices  are  supplied  with  seve- 
ral locks,  in  order  that  they  may  be  used  when  extra  portmanteaus  are 
forwarded.  In  such  cases,  they  should  see  that  the  locks  are  returned, 
and  report  any  deputy  postmaster  who  shall  unnecessarily  detain  thera. 

501.  The  mail  key  should  be  kept  with  great  care.  It  should  never 
be  carried  out  of  the  office,  but  be  secured  therein,  under  lock,  and  ac- 
cessible only  to  the  deputy  postmaster  and  his  assistant.  It  will  be  deemed 
highly  reprehensible  in  any  deputy  postmaster  to  lose  the  mail  key. 

502.  Applications  for  mail  keys  should  be  made  directly  to  the  Inspectioa 
Office,  and  should  state  the  reason  why  a  new  key  is  wanted.  If  one  be 
lost  or  broken,  its  place  may  be  supplied  by  borrowing  from  an  adjacent 
office,  until  another  is  furnished  by  the  Inspection  Office,  when  the  bor- 
rowed key  must  be  returned. 

503.  In  case  a  key  is  lost  or  broken,  the  chain  of  the  portmanteau  ought 
not  to  be  cut,  but  the  fact  should  be  notified  to  the  next  deputy  postmaster, 
who  should  be  requested  to  take  out  the  packets  addressed  to  his  office, 
and  send  them  out  of  the  mail,  until  a  new  key  be  obtained. 

504.  Every  deputy  postmaster,  in  cases  where  the  mail  arrives  at  his 
office  without  a  lock  upon  the  bag,  should  procure  a  common  pad-lock, 
and  lock  up  the  mail  therewith,  the  key  of  which  to  be  sealed  up,  and  de- 
livered to  the  carrier,  and  addressed  to  the  next  deputy  postmaster  on  the 
route. 

CHAPTER  68. 

Portmanteaus^  Mail  Pouches^  and  Mail  Bags. 

505.  All  communications  relating  to  portmanteaus,  mail  pouches  and 
mail  bags  to  be  addressed  to  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  ar 
to  the  Inspection  Office,  Post  Office  Department. 
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506.  When  a  deputy  postmaster  at  the  end  of  a  route  discovers  a  mail 
"bag  to  be  out  of  order,  he  will  immediately  have  it  repaired,  and  charge 
the  amount  in  his  account  of  contingent  expenses,  and  send  a  receipt  there- 
for. But  if  it  be  so  unsound  as  that  the  mail  will  not  be  secure  in  it  un- 
til it  gets  to  the  end  of  the  route,  the  deputy  postmaster  who  first  disco- 
vers it  will  have  it  repaired,  even  though  it  should  detain  the  mail. 

507.  Mails  of  letters  and  newspapers,  before  being  put  into  the  mail 
portmanteau,  are  to  be  placed  in  separate  linen  bags,  where  such  bags  are 
used ;  and  whenever  these  bags  are  worn  out,  or  lost,  the  deputy  post- 
masters at  the  ends  of  routes  will  apply  to  the  Inspection  .Office  for  such 
bags  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail. 

508.  All  mail  bags  not  in  use  should  be  immediately  returned  to 
the  office  from  which  they  were  sent.  Deputy  postmasters  who  send 
extra  bags  should  see  that  they  are  returned;  this  they  can  do  by  writing 
to  the  deputy  postmasters  who  retain  them,  if  they  be  not  returned,  the 
facts  should  be  reported  to  the  Inspection  Office. 

509.  A  sufficient  number  of  mail  bags  should  be  retained  at  distributing 
offices,  and  at  offices  where  the  packages  of  a  large  mail  are  divided  and 
destined  for  several  routes,  to  send  all  the  packages. 

510.  Wten  a  new  mail  bag  is  wanted,  application  must  be  made  to  the 
Inspection  Office,  describing  the  size  and  the  number  of  the  route  on 
which  it  is  to  be  used.  No  allowance  will  be  made  to  deputy  postmasters 
or  contractors  for  mail  bags  procured  by  them,  without  special  instruc- 
tions from  the  Department. 

511.  Deputy  postmasters  whose  offices  are  mail  bag  depots,  may  fur- 
bish mail  bags  in  cases  of  emergency,  and  make  a  report  to  the  Depart- 
ment, stating  the  kind  of  bag  and  the  number  of  the  route  upon  which  it 
is  placed.  The  established  depots  from  which  quarterly  returns  must  be 
made  to  the  Inspection  Office  of  the  number  and  description  of  surplus 
mail  bags  and  mail  locks,  are  as  follows  : 

512.  Portland  and  Bangor,  Maine ;  Portsmouth  and  Concord,  New 
Hampshire  ;  Montpelier  and  Bennington,  Vermont ;  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts ;  Providence,  Rhode  Island  ;  Eartford, Connecticut;  New-York  city, 
Albany  and  Rochester,  New-York;  Trenton,  New  Jersey  ;  Philadelphiaj 
Harrisburg  and  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania  ;    Baltimore,  Maryland  ;    Wash- 

.  ington.  District  of  Columbia ;  Richmond  and  Abingdon,  Virginia  ;  Raleigh 
and  Ashville,  North  Carolina  ;  Cliarleston  and  Columbia,  South  Carolina; 
Mobile,  Tuscaloosa  and  Huntsville,  Alabama;  St.  Louis  and  Jefferson 
City,  Missouri ;  Columbus,  Cincinnati  and  Cleveland,  Ohio ;  Detroit, 
Michigan  ;  Indianapolis,  Indiana;  Springfield,  Galena  and  Chicago,  Illinois; 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas  ;  New  Orleans,  Louisiana;  Nashville,  Memphis 
and  Knoxville,  Tennessee ;  Louisville  and  Maysville,  Kentucky ;  TsL- 
lahassee,  Florida;  Iowa  City,  Iowa;  Madison,  Wisconsin. 
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CHAPTER  69. 

Tost   Offices  for  the  dispatch  and  receipt  of  Foreign  Mails  bordering 

on  the  British  Provinces. 

513.  By  arrangements  made  with  the  proper  authorities  in  the  Britisb 
Provinces,  mail  communications  have  been  established  at  several  points 
along  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States.     They  are  as  follows  : 

514.  Houlton,  Robbinstown  and  Moose  River,  Maine  ;  Derby  Line, 
Highgate  and  Burlington,  Vermont;  White  Hall.  Plattsbuigh,  Rouse's 
Point,  Fort  Covington,  Ogdensburg,  Morristown,  Cape  Vincent,  Oswego, 
Hochester  and  Lewistown,  New-York ;  Detroit,  Michigan ;  also,  New 
York  City  and  Albany,  by  special  arrangement,  with  Toronto,  Kingston 
and  Montreal. 

CHAPTER  70. 

Frontier  Post  Offices  Bordering  on  Texas. 

515.  New  Orleans  and  Greenwood,  Louisiana. 

CHAPTER  71. 

516.  Letters  received  from  the  British  Provinces  and  from  Texas  for 
offices  in  the  United  States,  are  to  be  rated  at  the  first  post  office  in  the 
United  States  at  which  they  are  received,  with  the  proper  postage  from 
the  United  States  line  to  the  office  addressed. 

517.  Letters  placed  in  any  office  in  the  United  States,  addressed  to  offi- 
ces in  New  Brunswick  and  Canada,  are  to  be  rated  with  the  proper  postage 
to  the  United  States  line.  The  postage  is  not  required  to  be  paid  in  ad- 
vance, as  it  Avill  be  collected  and  accounted  for  by  the  deputy  postmaster 
of  St.  Andrews  for  New  Brunswick,  and  by  the  Deputy  Postmaster 
General  of  Canada. 

518.  Deputy  postmasters  bordering  on  the  Canadian  frontier  will 
keep  an  exact  account  of  the  postage  on  all  letters,  newspapers, 
pamphlets,  &;c.,  passing  into  those  Provinees,  and  keep  an  account  of  the 
postage  on  all  letters,  &;c.,  received  from  those  Provinces  separate  and 
distinct  from  the  accounts  of  other  mails  received  at,  and  sent  from,  their 
respective  offices. 

519.  Deputy  postmasters  will  be  allowed  a  compensation  of  five  per 
cent,  on  the  postages  of  letters,  &c.,  received  from  the  British  Provinces 
and  distributed  in  the  United  States,  and  a  commission  of  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  on  letters,  Slq.,  sent  into  those  Provinces  and  Texas  from  the 
United  States. 

520.  The  postage  due  to  the  United  States  on  letters  and  packets  sent 
to  Texas,  and  all  other  foreign  Governments,  except  the  British  Canadian 
Provinces,  must  be  pre-paid,  otherwise  they  will  not  be  sent  by  the  mail 
from  the  post  office  receiving  the  same. 
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POST  OFFICE  LAWS. 


Matement  of  Postage. 

Section.    Page. 
Abating  and  refunding  Postage 13  ....     9 

Accessaries, 

If  any  person  shall  be  accessary,  after  the  fact,  to  any  robbery  of  the  car- 
rier of  the  Mail  of  the  United  States,  or  other  person  entrusted  there- 
with, of  such  mail,  or  of  part  thereof,  any  person  so  offending  shall 
pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  $'2,000,  and  be  imprisoned  and  confined  to 
hard  labor  for  any  time  not  exceeding  ten  years 45  ....  23 

Accessaries  may  be  tried  without  trial  of  the  principal,  provided  such 

principal  has  fled  from  justice 45  ....  23 

All  persons  who  shall  in  any  way  be  accessary  to  any  of  the  crimes  for- 
bidden by  the  Act  of  1825,  reducing  into  one  the  several  Acts  es- 
tablishing and  regulating  the  Post  Office  Department,  to  be  subject  to 
penalties  therein  prescribed 24  ....  15 

Accounts,  Regulation  and  settlement  of. 

The  accounts  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  how  to  be  kept 12  ....  32 

Accounts  to  be  certified  under  seal,  to  be  admitted  in  evidence  in  all  suits 
brought  by  the  United  States  against  Deputy  Postmasters  or  Con- 
tractors       15  ....  33 

Accounts  of  Deputy  Postmasters  to  be  rendered  quarterly 31  ....  19 

Adjutant  General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  ■ 
Entitled  to  the  Frank'ng  privilege  uader  certain  restrictions 4  ....  25 
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Adjutant  General  of  the   State  Mililia. 

Section.    Page, 
Entitled  to  the   Franking  privileje  under  certain  restrictions 40  ....  21 

Jldvertising  Letters. 

Deputy  Postmasters  to  publish,  every  three  months  or  oftener  when 
directed,  in  one  of  the  newspapers  nearest  to  the  place  of  their 
residence,  a  list  of  all  the  letters  remaining  in  their  respective  offices    26  ....  15 

Advertisements  of  letters  may  be  made  in  more  than  one  paper 35  ....  42 

The  whole  cost  of  said  advertisements  not  to  exceed  four  cents  for  each 

letter 35  ....   42 

Advertising  for  Contracts. 

Notice  to  be  given  in  one  or  more  newspapers,  where  the  contract  is  to  be 
performed,  for  at  least  twelve  weeks  before  entering  into  any  con- 
tract for  carrying  the  mail 10  ....     T 

Advertisements  for  contracts  and  regulations  respecting  them 23  ....  3& 

Advertising  for  Stationery  and  Job  Printing. 
Advertising  for  Stationery   and  Job  Printing,  &c.  Sec 17  ....  S4 

Alloivance,  Extra. 

Officers,  whose  salaries  are  fixed  by  law,  not  to  receive  any  extra  allow- 
ance or   compensation 3  ....   48 

No  additional  allowance  to  be  made  by  the  Postmaster  General,  to  the 
contractor  or  carrier  of  any  mail,  beyond  the  amount  stipulated  in  the 
contract  unless  additional  services  are  required 42  . . . ,  225 

Allowance  to  Clerks,  Extra, 

# 

No    allowance  or  compensation   shall  be  made  to   any  clerk,  or  other 

officer,  for  extra  services 12  ....  52» 

Allowance  to  Contractors. 

No  payment  to  be  made  for  any  additional  service  in  the  transportation  of 
the  mail,  unless  the  same  shall  have  been  rendered  in  obedience  to  a 
prior  legal  order  of  the  Post  Master  General 29  ....  41 

Annual  Reports. 

Post  Master  General,  annually,  to  lay  before  Congress  a  statement  of  all 
Contracts  which  have  been  made,  during  the  year  preceding  the 
Report 5.,..     Z 
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Section.    Page. 
liiLfcports  to  be  made  to  Congress  by  the  Post  Master  General .,     22  ....  36 

»^ppropriations, 

.Appropriations  made  from  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department 3  ....  29 

To  i>e  paid  by  the  Treasurer. 4  ....  29 

/Manner  in  which  estimates  for  appropriations  are  to  be  communicated  to 

Congress 14  ....   5S 

Assistant  Postmasters  General. 

'.First  and  Second  authorized  to  be  appointed 1  ....     4 

'Third  authorized  to  be  appointed 20  ....  36 

.  Autli©rized  to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packets  free  of  postage. ...     27  ....  16 

Assistant  Postmaster  General.     (First.) 

Ifa  the  absence,  &,c.,  of  the  Postmaster  General  all  his  duties, &c.,  to  devolve 

far  the  time  being,  on  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster  General 2  . . . .     4 

, Authorized  to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packets  by  post,  free  of 

postage. , 27  ....  16 

Attorney  General  of  the  United  States. 
^Amthanzed  to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packets  free  of  postage...     27  ....   16 

Attorneys  of  the  United  States. 

Ifa  prosecutions  of  suits  for  moneys  due  on  account  of  the  Post  Olfice  De- 
partment the  directions  given  them  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department  must  be  obeyed 16   ....  S4 

-After  the  end  of  every  term  of  any  court,  in  which  any  suits  may  be  pend- 
ing, the  District  Attorneys  shall  forward  to  the  Auditor  a  statement 
of  8.11  the  judgments  and  orders  which  have  been  made,  or  taken 
during  the   term 16   ....  34 

Auditor  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 

.'Auditor  appointed , 8   ....  30 

His  duties  and  powers 10  ....   32 

'To  superietend  the  collection  of  debts,  penalties  and  forfeitures 14   ....  33 

"To  cause   suits  to  ha  instituted  against  delinquent  Deputy  Postmasters 

^nd  others 18 35 

Auditor  to  adjust  balances  due  from  Deputy  Postmasters 15   ....  35 

uJMlaj  direct  suits  in  chanceiy  to  set  aside  fraudulent  conveyences,  &c.,  &c,, 

and  attach  debts  due   to  the  defendant IS  ....  35 

life  is  required  to  report  to  the  Postmater  General  a  statement  of  all  bal- 
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Section.    Page^ 
ances  on  debts  due   to  the  Post  Office  Department,  by  late  Deputy 
Postmasters 18  ....  35. 

He  may  administer  oaths  and  affirmations  in  relation  to  the  examination 

and  settlement  of  the  accounts  committed  to  his  charge 19  ....  35. 

He  may  designate  any  mayor  of  a  city,  any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  any 
judge  of  any  court  of  record,  to  administer  oaths  or  affirmations,  in 
relation  to  examination  and  settlement  of  accounts 19  ....  S5- 

Auditors, 
Authorized  to  send  and  receive  letters  and  packages  free  of  postage. ...     27  .....  1& 


BaJances. 

Balance  of  postages  to  be  paid  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  the  Treasurer 

of  the  United  States 1 4^ 

Balances  of  postage  are  by  Deputy  Postmaster  to  be  returned  quarterly      1  ....     4- 

Banks, 

No  Bank  to  be  retained  as  a  place  of  deposit  of  the  public  money  which 

shall  not  redeem  its  notes  and  bills   on  demand  in  specie 5  ....  28 

Bank  Notes, 

ank  Notes,  penalty  of  stealing  them  from   the  mail 21  ....  13 

Certain  Bank  Notes  not  to  be  offered  in  payment  in  any  case  whatever  in 

which  money  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States 2  ....  27 

Bond. 

Upon  the  appointment  of  every  Deputy  Postmaster,  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral is  required,  to  take  from  such  Deputy  Postmaster,  a  bond  with 
good  and  approved  security 3  ....     5 

Each  Contractor  for  transporting   the   mail,   to  execute  a  bond  with 

sureties 27 40- 

Letter  carriers  to  execute  a  bond  with  sureties 41  ....  44 

All  bonds  to  be  made  to  and  with  the  United  States  of  America 13  ....  33 

Books. 

Books  are  not  to  be  furnished  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Depart- 
ment, except  such  as  riiay  be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  on  the 
buisness  of  ihe  Department 19  ....  55^ 
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Bureaus. 

Section.  Page. 
"The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navy  Yards  and  Docks,  the  chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Construction,  &c,  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Provision  and  Clothing, 
the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  and  the  chief 
of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgury,  are  authorized  to  send  and 
receive  letters  and  packages,  on  the  buisness  of  their  respective  of- 
fices      ' 7  ....  5$ 

.  C      ^ 

Canals. 

iPostmaster  General  authorized  to  contract  for  carrying  the  mail^on  navi- 
gable   Canals 42 44 

Chief  Clerk  in  the  Department  of  State. 

Authorized  to  frank  all  public  and  official  Documents  that  may  be  sent 

from  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  1  ....  5S 

Chief  Clerk  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

'Kequired  to  report  to  Congress,  at  the  beginning  of  each  year,  the  names 
of  the  clerks  and  other  persons,  that  have  been  employed,  during  the 
preceding  year,  or  any  part  thereof  in  the  Department 11  ....  52 

iButy  to  supervise,  the  duties  of  each  clerk 13  ....  52 

Chief  Engineer. 

Authorized  to  send  and  receive  letters  and  packets  relating  to  the  busi- 
ness of  his  office,  free  of  postage 8  ....  31 

Clerks  in  General  Post  Office. 

^>Clerks  in  the  General  Post  Office,  prohibited  from  entering  into  any  Con- 
tract with  the  Department,  or  from  attending  to  any  business  of  a  con- 
tractor      26 39 

Clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  Department. 

vPostmaster  General,  to  report  to   Congress  the  names  of  the  clerks  and 

other  persons  employed 11  ....  52 

.  No  allowance  for  extra  services .12     ...  52 

.No  extra  clerks  to  be  employed  in  the  Department,  except  during  the  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  or  when  necessary  to  answer  some  call  made  by 
either  House  of  Consrress 15  ....  55 


6  INDEX    TO    THE 

Clerks  in  Post  Offices. 

Suh&pt,    Pagt... 
Clevks  regularly  employed  in  Post  Offices  exempt  from  militia  duty  and 

serving  on  juries,  &c.,  &c 34  ,   ,.  42L'i 

Clerk  of  the  HoKse  of  Representatives, 

Authorized  to  send  and  to  receive  letters  and  packets  not  exceeding  two 

ounces  in  weight,  free  of  postage 27  ....  IB 

Authorized  to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  pa'ckets  free  of  postage.. . .       4  ....  2$ 
Authorized  also,  to  transmit,  free  of  postage,  any  documents  printed  by 

order  of  either  House  of  Congress ^  ■ 

Closing  the  Mail 

Letters  brought  half  an  hour  before  closing  the  mail,  to  be  forwarded, 

unless  the  offices  are  excepted  by  the  Postmaster  General 11  ....     S- 

Coins  and  Currency,  Regulations  of. 

American  Gold   and  Silver 9  . . , .  5S- 

Weight  of  American  silver  coins 9  ....  58 

Silver  coins  a  legal  tender 9  ....  5S 

Weight  of  American  gold  coins 10  ....  o9 

Gold  coins  to  be  a  legal  tender 30  ....  59 

Rates  of  American  gold  coins  minted  anterior  to  31st  July,  1834 12  ... .  59 

Weight  of  copper  coins 12  ....  59 

Foreign  Gold  and  Silver  coins  to  be  a  legal  tender  for  the  payment  of  all 

debts  and   demands,  &c.,  8cc 1   ....   57 

Rates  of  Foreign  gold 1   ....  57 

Rates  of  Foreign  silver  coins ^ 1   ....  57 

Spanish  milled  dollars,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  each ,  1  ....  5T 

Certain  silver  coins  to  pat's  by  talc 1   ....   57 

The  Gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  Portugal  and  Brazil,  and  France,  Spain, 

Mexico  and  Columbia  receivable  in   all  payments,  by  weight,  for 

payment  of  all  debts  and  demands  due  the  United   States 1  ....  58 

Collection,  safe  keeping,  transfer  and  dishursement  of  the  public  money,. 

Felony  for  officers  connected  with  the  Post  Office  Department  to  convert 
to  his  own  use  in  any  way  whatever,  any  portion  of  the  public  mo- 
neys  entrusted  to  him , 2  ....  49 

Act  of  4th  July,  1840,  repealed 1    ....   49 

Neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  over  a  transfer,  or  disburse  such  money  prima 

facie  evidence  of  embezzlement 2  ....  49' 
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Colonel  of  Ordnance. . 

Section.    Pags. 
Authorized  to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packages  on  public  business, 

free  of  postage 21     . , .  48 

Commanding  General  of  the  Army, 

Authorized  to  send  and  to  receive  letters  and  packets  relating  to  the  busi- 
ness of  fais  office,  free  of  postage 21  ....  47 

Commissary  General. 

Authorized  to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packets  by  post,  free  of 

postage 4  ....  25 

Commissioner  of  the  Patent  Office, 

Authorized  to  send  and  to  receive  letters  and  packets,  relating  to  the  busi- 
ness of  his  office,  free  of  postage 46 


Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Authorized  to  send  and  to  receive  letters  and  packets  free  of  postage. ...     27  ....  16 

Commissioner  of  Pensions. 

Authorized  to  send  and  to  receive  letters  and  packets  relating  lo  the  busi- 
ness of  his  office  free  of  postage 3  ....  46 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

All  letters  and  packages  to  and  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 

touching  the  business  of  his  office,  to  be  free  of  postage S  ....  26 


Compensation  of  Deputy  Postmasters, 


Commission  of  Deputy  Postmasters  on  letter  postage 14 

Rate  of,  how  allowed , 14 

On  free  letters 14 

On  Newspaper,  Magazine  andPaurphlet  postage 14 

Allowance  for  Steamboat  letters 6 

Do.        for  Ship  letters 84 

Do.        for  receiving  and  despatching  foreign  mails 14 

Whenever  the  annual  emoluments  of  Deputy  Postmaster,  are  more  than 
two  thousand  dollars,  the  surplus  must  be  returned  to  the  Depart- 
ment   41 22 

If  the  net  proceeds  exceed  three  thousand  dollars  a  year,  to  be  paid  to  the 

Post  Master  General  for  the  use  of  the  Department 2  ....  51 


9 
9 
10 
10 
6 
20 
10 
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Section .    Page. 

No  Deputy  Postmaster  to  receive  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  a  year, 

including  salary 2  ....  51 

Deputy  Postmasters  who  receive  the  mail  between  the  hours  of  nine 
o'clock  at  night  and  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  commission  on  the 
first  hundred  dollars,  collected  in  one  quarter  may  be  increased  to  a 
sum  not  exceeding  fifty  per  cent 14  ....  Id 

Deputy  Postmasters  who  shall  be  required  to  keep  a  register  of  the  ar- 
rival, and  departure  of  the  mails,  allowed  two  cents  for  each  monthly 
return 14  ....   10 

Compensation  to  Deputy  Postmasters  at  Distributing  ofiices 1  ....  24 

Compensation  of  Deputy  Postmaster  at  New  Orleans. 

Postmaster  General  may  allow  the  Deputy  Postmaster  at  New  Orleans 
at  the  rate  of  eight  hundred  dollars  a  year  in  addition  to  his  ordinary 
commission,  subject  to  the  restriction  of  the  4l3t  section  of  the  Act 
of  1825 14  ....  10 

Compensation  to  Deputy  Postmaster  at  Washington   City. 

Postmaster  General  authorized  to  allow  to  the  Deputy  Postmaster  at 
Washington  City,  for  postage  collected,  and  for  free  letters  received 
by  him  for  delivery,  a  commission  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  mails  distributed  at  his  office,  subject  to  the  restriction  of  the  41st 
section  of  the  Act  of  1325 14  ....  \0 

Comptrollers  of  the  Treasury. 
Authorized  to  send  and  to  receive  letters  and  packets  free  of  postage. .. .     27  ....   16 

Contingent  Fund  of  the  Department. 

Books  not  to  be  purchased  out  of  the  Contingent  Fund,  except  such  books, 
Sec,  as  the  head  of  the  Department  may  deem  necessary  and  proper 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  Department 19  ....  55 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the 

Department  has  been  expended,  to  be  reported  to  Congress 20  ....   55 

The  names  of  every  person  to  whom  any  portion  has  been  paid,  and  the 
services  rendered,  the  nature  of  the  service  and  the  time  em- 
ployed      20  56 

Contractors. 

Privilege  to  Contractors  to  carry  newspapers.. 30   ....   18 

No  preference  to  be  given  to  one  publisher  over  another 30  ....   1^ 

No  additional  allowance  to  be  made  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  the 
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Section.     Page, 
Contractor  or  carrier  of  any  mail  beyond  the  amount  stipulated  in 
the  contract 43 22 

Contracts. 

All  contracts  made  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  be  reported  to  Congress.      2  . . . .     2 

In  making  contracts  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  give  pub- 
lic notice  in  one  or  more  newspapers  published  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, and  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  published  in  the  State 
or  Territory  where  the  contract  is  to  be  performed,  for  at  least  twelve 
weeks  before  entering  into  a  contract  for  conveying  the  mail 10   ... .     7 

Within  sixty  days  after  making  of  any  contract,  a  duplicate  thereof  to  be 

lodged,  in  the  Office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office  Department...     10  ....  32 

Contracts  for  extending  line  of  posts,  with  postage  to  Contractors 4  ....     5 

All  contracts  with  the  United  States  to  be  made  to  and  with  the  United 

States  of  America 13 33 

In  every  such  contract,   condition  to  be  inserted,  that  no  member  of 

Congress  has  any  interest  in  such  contract  or  agreement 3  . . . .     2 

Persons  employed  in  the  Post  Office  Department  not  to  be  interested  in 

contracts,  &c 26 39 

Contracts  not  to  be  made  with  persons  who  have  entered  into  combina- 
tion, or  proposed  to  enter  into  any  combination,  &.c 28   ....  40 

Any  person  so  offending,  to  be  dismissed  from  the  service  of  the  Depart- 
ment      28 41 

"Whenever  the  Postmaster  General  shall  exercise  the  power  of  dismissing 
a  Contractor  from  the  service  of  the  Department,  8cc.,  he  is  required 
to  transmit  a  statement  of  the  evidence  on  which  he  acts,  to  Con- 
gress      28  ....  41 

No  payment  to  be  made  until  after  execution  of  contract 29  ....  41 

Contracts  for  Printings  Stationery,  and  Binding. 

Contracts  to  be  given  to  the  lowest  bidder 17 54 

All  stationery  of  every  nature  and  description  for  the  use  of  the  Depart- 
ment including  blanks,  wrapping  paper  and  twine,  and  mail  bags  to 
be  furnished  and  performed  by  contract 17  ....  54 


Bead  Letters. 

Dead  Letters  to  be  sent  to  the  General  Post  Office,  to  be  opened  and 

valuable  articles  preserved 26   ....   15 

Valuable  papers  found  in  Dead  Letters  to  be  returned  to  the  writer  there- 
of.      26  ....   15 
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Section.    Page^ 
AM  such  letters  enclosing  money  to  be  paid  by  the  Department  to  the 

rightful  claimant 26  ....  16 

Dead  Newspapers. 

Dead  Newspapers  may  be  disposed  of  for  postage,  unless  the  publisher  shall 

pay  it 30 17 

Deputy  Postmasters. 

Deputy  Postmasters — commission  on  letter  postage 14  . . . .     9 

Limitation  of  commission 14  ....     9^ 

Commission  on  newspapers,  magazines  and  pamphlet  postage 14  ....   10 

Allowance  for  Free  Letters 14  • .  ••  1^ 

Do.      for  Ship  Letters 84  ....  20 

Do.       for  letters  given  him  for  his  delivery 15  ....   10^ 

Do.        for  Box  Letters 36 20 

Exemption  from  military  duty 35  ....  2(h 

To  observe  instructions  of  Postmaster  General 1   ....     4 

Not  to  credit  postage 2  ....  49' 

To  render  accounts  and  pay  balances  quarterly 32  ....   19' 

To  be  furnished  with  a  schedule  specifying  the  times  of  arrival  and  de- 
parture of  each  mail 31   ....  41 

To  report  to  the  Department  every  delinquency,  neglect,  or  malpractice 

of  the  Contractors 31 41 

Deputy  Postmasters  neglecting  to  account  for  Way  Letters,  subject  to  a 

tine  of  frfty  dollars 20  ....   12: 

Deputy  Postmasters  detaining  any  letter,  package,  pamphlet  or  newspa- 
per with  intent  to  prevent  the  arrival  or  delivery  of  the  same,  giving 
preference,  kc,  by  forwarding  the  one,  or  retaining  the  other — 

penalty 32 41 

Not  to  receive  free  of  postage,  more  than  one  daily  newspaper 27  ....   16 

Have  a  right  to  frank  and  to  receive  free,  all  their  letters,  public  or  private, 

provided  they  do  not  exceed  half  an  ounce  in  weight 27  ....   IQ 

Deputy  Postmasters  not  to  receive  or  fraaik  any  package  other  than  such 

as  contain  paper  or  money 36  ....  42. 

Deputy  Postmasters  not  to  act  as  lottery  agents 6  ....  25- 


Express  Mail,  Obsolete. 

Established 39   43 

Besolution  directing  the  postage  on  letters  sent  by  the  Express  mail,  to 

be  paid  in  advance ....   47 


POST     OFFICE    LAWS.  .  It 

Exemption  from  Militia  or  Jury  duty. 

Section.    Page, 
Deputy  Pastmasters,  post  riders  and  drivers  of  the  mail  stages  are  exempt 

from  militia  duty,  and  serving  on  juries 35  ....  2(V 

F 

Fees, 

Fees  or  perquisites  not  to  be  received  by  persons  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Post   Office  Department 12  . . . .     S 

Ferrymen. 
Ferrymen  forfeit  ten  dollars  every  hour  they  delay  the  mail 9....     T 

Fines  and  Forfeitures, 

Where  any  Deputy  Postmaster  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  render  bis  ac- 
counts, and  pay  over  to  the  Post  Master  General,  the  balance  by 
him  due  quarterly,  to  forfeit  double  the  value  of  postage  which  shall 
accrue  at  his    office 32  ....  19^ 

Persons  entitled  to  frank  letters,  not  to  frank  for  others,  under  a  fine  often 

dollars 28 IS 

Franking  Privilege. 

Franking,  no  person  to  frank  other  than  their  own  letters 28  ....   1ft 

Who  have  that  privilege,  pages  16,  25,  26,  27,  46,  47,  48,  50. 
The  head  of  the  Department  may  frank  official  letters  for  another  De- 
partment in  case  of  absence 28  ....   16^ 

Letters  improperly  enclosed  under  frank,  to  be  returned  to  Post  Office...  28  ....   17 

Franks — counterfeiting  of— penalty 28  •  •  •  •   17 

Free  \     J  rs. 

Officers  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  receiving  and  sending  by  post,  letters 

and  packets,  free  of  postage 27  ....   IS 


General  Post  Office  established. 

A  General  Post  Office  to  be  etsablished  at  the  seat  of  Government  under 
the  direction  of  a  Postmaster  General,  who  shall  appoint  assistants, 
and  other  clerks  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  conduct  the  business 
of  the  office 1 
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Governors  of  the  several  States. 

Section.     Pa^e. 
The  Governors  of  the  several  States  may  transmit  by  mail,  free  of  postaije. 
all  laws  and  reports,  which  may  he  directed   by  the   legislatures   of 
the  several  states  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Executives  of  other  States.       1   27 

II 

Harrison,  Mrs.  reliet  of  fJlIliam  H.  Harrison. 
Authorized  to  trank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packets,  free  of  postage  ....  50 

Hours  of  attendance  at  Post  Offices. 

Deputy  Postmasters  to  attend  to  receiving;,  delivering;,  and  forwarding;  the 

mail,  at  each  hour,  as  the   Post  Master  General  shall  direct 11  S 

I 

Jmpriso7iment. 

Persons  imprisoned  by  judgment  of  court  to  be  kept  at  hard  labor  during 

such  imprisonment 25  ....  15 

Postmaster  General  authorized  to  discharge  from  imprisonment,  any 
person  contined  in  jail,  or  any  judgment  obtained  in  behalf  of 
the  Department SS 21 

Incidental  Expenses, 
Incidental  expenses  allowed  to  Deputy  Postmasters 41  ....  22 

J 

Judgments. 

All  causes  of  action  arising  under  the  laws  of  the  Post  Otfice  Department 
the  court  shall  proceed  to  trial,  and  judgment  rendered  the  first  term 
of  the  court S5  ....  21 

Jurisdiction. 

All  causes  of  action  arising  under  the  laws  of  Congress  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  Post  Office  Department  may  be  tried,  and  olfenders 

prosecuted  before  the  State  Court  having  jurisdiction 37  — .  20 

Court  to  proceed  to  trivil.  Sec,  the  first  term  atter  commencement  of  suit.    SS  ....  21 
Provided  service  of  process  twenty  days  after  previous.  Sec,  or  continu- 
ance      38 21 


POST    OFFICE    LAWS.  1^ 

Section.    Page. 
Continuance  on   affidavit — if  the  defendant  in  such  suit  shall  make 
affidavit  that  he  has  claim  against  the  General  Post  Office,  not  allowed 
by  the  Posmaster  General 38  ....  21 


Letter  Carriers. 

Letter  carriers Section  36,  page  20  and    41  ....  44' 

Letter  carriers  to  be   employed   at  such  post  office  as  the  Post  Master 

General  shall  direct Section  36,  page  20  and 

Letters  to  be  retained  in  office  on  written  request. Section  36,  page  20  and 

Two  cents  for  each  letter  delivered Section  36,  page  20  and 

One  cent  lor  every  letter  lodged,  and  not  carried 

by  mail Section  36,  page  20  and 

To  receive  for  each  Newspaper  delivered,  a  half  cent 41 

Carriers  to  give  bond  with  securities 41 

Letters. 

Letters  undercharged  and  overcharged 13  ....  9? 

How  to  be  marked  and  rated 13  ....  8 

To  go  beyond  the  sea — postage  of,  to  be  paid  in  advance. 34  ....  20 

Dropped  in  Post  Offices  for  deliver}^,  pay  one  cent 36  ....  20 

Penalty  for  conveying  them  on  a  post  road  unauthorized  by  the  Post 

Master  General 19 11 


41  .... 

44 

41 

44 

41  .... 

M 

41  .... 

44 

41  ... 

44 

41  .... 

44 

Madison,  Mrs. 
Entitled  to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packets  free  of  postage ....  46 

Magazines  and  Pamphlets. 

Periodical  magazines,  See,  may  be  carried  in  the  mail,  at  one  and  a  half 
cents  a  sheet  for  not  exceeding  100  miles,  and  two  and  a  half  cents 
for  a  greater  distance  ;  and  if  not  periodical,  at  four  cents  a  sheet  for 
not  exceeding  100  miles,  and  six  cents  if  further 30  ....   1& 

Such  pamphlets  and  magazines  as  are  not  published  periodically,  if  sent 
in  the  mail,  to  be  charged  with  a  postage  of  four  cents  on  each  sheet, 
for  any  distance  not  exceeding  one  hundred  miles,  and  six  cents  for 
any  greater  distance 30  ....  19 

What  is  considered  a  pamphlet  sheet 13  ....     9 

Rates  for  charging  pamphlet  postage , 5  ....  25 
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Mails. 

Section.    Page, 

How  contracts  for  carrying  are  to  be  made 10  ....     T 

Obstructing;  its  passage — penalty  for 8  ....     T 

Packages  of  every  description  weighing  more  tlian  three  pounds,  are  to 
be  excluded  from  the  mail,  except  public  documents  printed  by  order 
of  either  house  of  Congress 8  ....  26 


'b' 


Mails  beyond  the  Sea. 

Provision  to  be  made  by  the  Postmaster  General  for  the  reception  of  all 
letters,  kc,  to  be  conveyed  from  any  port  of  the  United  States  be- 
yond the  sea 34  ....  2^ 

Postmaster  General  authorised  to  make  arrangements  with  the  Postmasters 
in  any  foreign  country,  for  the  reciprocal  receipt  and  delivery  of 
letters  and  packets  through  the  office , 34  ....  ^ 

For  every  letter  or  package  so  received,  a  postage  of  one  cent  to  be 

paid  for  the  use  of  Deputy  Postmasters 34  ....  ^ 

Mail  to  Court  Houses. 
Mail  to  be  sent  from  the  nearest  Post  Offices  to  Court  Houses 4  . . . .     5 

Mails  in  Steamboats  or  Packets. 

Mails  may  be  transported  in  steamboats  and  packets 5....    § 

Letters  and  packets  in  steamboats  or  packets  to  be  delivered,  where  a 

Post  Office  is,  within  three  hours  after  arrival,  if  in  the  day    time,. 

within  two  hours  after  the  next  sun  rise,  if  the  arrival  be  in  the 

night 6  ....    6 

Masters  of  steamboats  not  employed  in  carrying  the  mail,  to  deliver  all 

letters  to  deputy  postmasters  on  arrival,  &c.,  under  penalty 6  ....     6 


Mail  Carrier. 

Mail  carrier — penalty  for  deserting  or  quiting  the  mail 21 

Allowed  one  cent  for  each  way  letter 20 

To  deliver  letters  to  individuals  residing  on  the  post  road 20 

Penalty  for  carrying  letters  illegally 21 

To  be  free  whites 7 

Exemption  from  military  and  jury  duty • 35 

Marshals  of  the  United  States. 


13 
12 
12 
13 

7 
20 


Marshals  to  make  return  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
of  the  proceedings  which  may  have  taken  place  upon  all  judgments 
and  executions  in  their  hands 16  ....  34 
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Masters  of  Vessels. 

Section.    Page* 

iS'o  ship  or  vessel  arrivinf^  at  any  port  within  the  United  States  where  a 

Post  Office  is  established,  is  permitted  to  report,  make  entrj,   or 

break  bulk,  until  the  master  or  commander  shall  have  delivered  to  a 

Deputy  Postmaster  all  letters  directed  to  any  person,  or  persons  within 

the  United  States 17 11 

No  vessel  allowed  to  enter  till  the  master  delivers  letters  to  a  Deputy 

Postmaster 17  ....   11 

Collectors  to  require  an  oath  from  every  master  or  commander — of  de- 
livery of  letters 17  ....  11 

Deputy  Postmasters  to  pay  two  cents  to  the  master  or  commander  for 

every  Ship  Letter 18  ....   11 

Certificate  from  the  person  delivering  the  letters 18  ....   11 

Allowed  two  cents  for  each  letter  and  packet 13  ....   11 

Members  of  Congress  and  Delegates  from  Territories. 

Members  of  Congress,  are  authorized  to  transmit  by  mail,  free  of  postage, 
to  any  post  olfice  within  the  United  States  or  Territories  thereof,  any 
documents  which  have  been,  or  may  be  printed  by  order  of  either 
house  of  Congress , ....     S 

Members  of  Congress  are  authorized  to  send  and  receive  letters  and  pack- 
ets by  post  free  of  postage 27  ....   16 

;Such  letters  or  packets  not  to  exceed  two  ounces  in  weight 27  ....  M 

This  right  commences  sixty  days  before  the  member  takes  his  seat,  and 

continues  until  the  meeting  of  the  next  Congress 6  ....  27 

Not  to  receive  newspapers  free,  only  during  the  session 27  ....  16 

Any  Member  of  Congress  entering  into  any  contract  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail,  liable  to  a  fine  of  3,000  dollars,  and  the  contract 
void 1   ....      1 

Sums  of  money  advanced  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  be  repaid, 

and  prosecuted  for 1...^.     2 

J^xception 1  ....     2 


Newspapers. 

"Direction  concerning  newspapers 30  ....  17 

Printers  allowed  to  exchange  a  daily  paper  free 29  ....  17 

Kates  of  postage 30  ....  17 

Do.   commission 14  ....  10 

Postage  should  be  paid  in  advance, 30  ....  17 
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Section.    Page, 

When  sold  for  postage 80  ....  17 

Stealing  them 30 18 

Enclosing  in  them  letters,  &.C.,  or  writing  on  them — penalty 30  ....  18 

Mail  carriers  may  convey  them  if  allowed  by  Postmaster  General 30  ....  18 

Any  memorandum  which  shall  be  written  on  anewspaperor  other  printed 
paper,  pamphlet  or  magazine,  and  transmitted  by  mail,  shall  be 
charged  with  letter  postage 13  ....     9 

The  publisher  of  a  newspaper  may  send  a  printed  or  written  notice, 

stating  the  amount  due  on  his  subscription 13  ....     9 

Such  notice  to  be  attached  to  the  margin  of  the  newspaper 13  ... .     9 

Deputy  Postmastei-^  who  deliver  the  paper,  will  charge  such  notice  with 

newspaper  postage 13  ....     9 

If  any  person  shall  open  fany  mail  or  packet  of  newspapers,  or  shall  em- 
bezzle or  destroy  the  same  not  being  directed  to  such  person,  or  not 
being  authorized  to  open  the  same,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  pay  a 
fine  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  for  every  such  offence 30  ....  18 

Enclosing  any  memorandum  in  any  package  of  newspapers,  pamphlets 
or  magazines,  or  marking  any  writing  thereon,  the  person  so  offending 
to  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  dollars 30  ....  18 

No  newspapers  to  be  received  by  Deputy  Postmasters  unless  they  are 

sufficiently  dried , 30  ....  IS 

Unauthorized  enclosures  in  newspapers,  &cc.,  make  them  chargeable  as 

letters 30 18 


Oath  of  Office. 

All  persons  employed  in  the  General  Post  Office,  and  others  attached  to  it 
in  any  way,  to  take  an  oath  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  their 

office 2 5 

Certificate  of  oath  to  be  filed 2....     5 

Every  person  in  any  manner  employed  in  the  care  and  management  of 
the  mail,  subject  to  all  the  fines  and  penalties,  whether  he  has  taken 
the  oath  or  not 2  ....     5 

Opening  Mails. 
Opening  any  Letter  not  containing  money — penalty 21  ....   12 

P 

Pamphlets. 

Pamphlets— postage  thereon '. 30  ....  18 

What  is  considered  a  pamphlet 13  . . . .     9 

Hules  for  charging  pamphlet  postage 5  ....  25' 
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Payments  to  the  Department. 

Section.     Page ' 

Certain  bank  notes  not  to  be  offered  in  payment 2  ....  27 

Not  to  be  offered  unless  the  same  shall  be  payable,  and  paid  on  demand, 

in  grold  and  silver 2  ....  28 

Bills  or  notes  of  banks  not  to  be  received  in  payment  of  any  debt  due  to 
the  United  States,  if  said  banks  shall  issue  or  pay  out  any  bill  or  note 
of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars ....  47 

Paymaster  General. 

Authorized  to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packages,  by  mail,  free  of 

postage 4  ....  25 

Penalties. 

Members  of  Congressbecoming  interested  in  any  public  contract,  guilty  of 

high  misdemeanor,  and  liable  to  a  fine  of  $3000 1  ....     1 

Public  officers  making  any  such  contract  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 

subject  to  same  fine 4  ....     2 

Masters  of  steamboats  failing  to  deliver  to  the  Postmaster  of  the  port,  if 
there  be  a  Post  Office  established  at  such  port,  within  three  hours 
after  their  arrival,  all  letters  and  packets  in  their  charge  intended 
for  such  port,  fine  of   $30  for  each  offence 6  ....     6 

Persons  employed  on  board  of  steamboats  failing  to  deliver  all  letters  and 
packages  in  their  charge  to  the  masters  of  such  boats,  to  pay  a 
fine  of  $10  for  each  letter  or  package 6  ....     7 

Retarding  or  obstructing  the  passage  of  the  Mail,  fine  of  $10 9  . . . .     7 

Neglect  of  ferryman  to  convey  the  Mail  across  a  ferry,  a  fine  of  $10  for 

every  ten  minutes  delay , 9  ...>     7 

If  any  commmder  or  master  of  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  break  bulk  be- 
fore having  complied  with  the  reqiiirements  of  the  law,  every  such 
offender  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit,  foi  every  such  offence,  a 
sura  not  exceeding  $100 17  ....  H 

A  stage  or  other  vehicle  which  performs  trips  on  a  post  road,  or  on  a  road 
parallel  to  it,  or  a  packet  boat,  or  other  vessel,  which  regularly  plies 
on  a  water  declared  to  be  a  post  road,  conveying  letters,  except 
those  relating  to  some  part  of  the  cargo,  the  owner  of  the  car- 
riage or  other  vehicle,  or  vessel,  s>hall  incur  the  penalty  of  fifty 
doUais 19  ,,..  12 

No  person,  other  than  the  Postmaster  General,  or  his  authorized  agents, 
shall  set  up  any  foot  or  horse  post,  for  the  conveyance  of  letters  and 
packets,  upon  any  post  road,  which  is  or  may  be  established.    The 
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Section.    Page, 
person  so  olf'ending,  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  fined  fifty  dollars,*      3  . . . .  24 

Such  carriafi^e,  &c.,  may  be  levied  on  and  sold,  in  satisfaction  of  the  pen- 
alty and  costs  of  suit 19  ....  12 

Persons  employed  in  the  departments  of  the  General  Post  Office,  wilfully 
detaining,  delaying,  &c.,  any  letter  or  packet  intended  to  be  con- 
veyed by  post,  and  not  containing  any  security,  &c.,  to  be  fined  not 
exceeding  thiee  hundred  dollars,  and  imprisoned  not  exceeding  six 
months 21  ....  12 

If  any  person  employed  in  the  Department  be  guilty  of  secreting,  embez- 
zling, or  destroying  any  letter  or  packet,  bag  or  mail  bag,  or  mail  of 
letters  which  shall  have  come  to  his  or  her  possession,  and  are  intend- 
ed to  be  conveyed  by  post,  containing  any  bank  note  or  bank 
bill,  or  bill  of  exchange,  or  warrant  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  &,c.,  such  person  shall,  on  conviction  of  any  such  offence,  be 
imprisoned  not  less  than  ten  years,  nor  exceeding  twenty-one  years,     21  ....  13 

If  any  person  who  shall  have  taken  charge  of  the  Mails  shall  quit  or  de- 
sert the  same  before  such  person  delivers  it  into  the  Post  office,  or  to 
some  known  mail  carrier  or  agent  of  the  General  Post  Office,  every 
person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  ^500, 
for  every  such  offence 21   ....    13- 

Persons  stealing  the  mail  or  stealing  from  the  mail,  or  from  a  Post  Office, 
any  letter  or  packet,  and  opening  and  embezzling,  &c.,  any  such 
mail,  letter  or  packet  containing  any  article  of  value,  or  evidence  of 
debt,  &c.,  to  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  two,  nor  exceeding  ten 
years 22  ....   14 

Any  person  taking  any  letter  or  packet  not  containing  any  article  of 
value,  out  of  a  Post  Office,  &c.,  to  pay  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  twelve  months 22  ....   14 

Mail  carriers — penalty  for  carrying  letters 21  ....    IS* 

Cutting  or  destroying  mail  bags  or  portmanteaus — every  such  offender 
shall  pay  a  sum  not  less  than  $500,  or  be  imprisoned  not  less  than 
one  year,  nor  exceeding  three  years 23  ....   15 

Aiders  and  abetters  subject  to  the  same  penalties  and  punishments 24  ....   15 

If  any  person  shall  frank  any  letters,  other  than  those  written  by  himself, 
or  by  his  order,  on  the  business  of  his  office,  he  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof,  pay  a  fine  of  $10 28  ....  16. 

*  These  are  the  provisions  of  law  which  pertain  to  the  subject ;  from 
which  it  clearly  appears  that  it  is  unlawful  for  any  person  to  run  a 
post,  no  matter  that  it  be  called  an  "  Express,"  or  "Agency,"  either 
by  land,  by  horse  or  foot,  in  stage  or  railroad  car,  or  by  water  in  a 
steamboat  or  other  vessel,  for  the  conveyance  ot  mail  matter.  That 
it  is  equally  unlawful  whether  such  person  shall  run  his  own  vehicle, 
steamboat,  railroad  car,  or  shall  obtain  the  privilege  to  run  the  post 
or  express  in  the  stage,  car,  or  steamboat  of  another ;  more  especial- 
ly if  that  other  is  a  mail  contractor.  The  person  who  is  engaged  in 
this  business — he  who  aids,  assists,  or  employs  such  person,  the 
owner  of  the  vehicle,  are  all  equally  guilty  cf  a  violation  of  law. 
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Section.    Page. 

Stealing  newspapers,  &c.,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  imprisoned,  &c.    30  ....  16 

All  pecuniary  penalties,  &c.,  under  this  act,  one-half  for  to  go  the  in- 
former, and  the  other  half  to  the  United  States 83  ....  19 

Any  person  buying,  receiving,  or  concealing  any  letter,  packet,  bag  or 
mail  of  letters,  knowing  the  same  to  be  stolen,  shall  be  fined  and  impri- 
soned to  hard  labor 45  ....  28 

Penalty  for  detaining  letters,  &.c.,  in  a  Post  Office,  $^500,  and  imprison- 
ment for  a  term  not  exceeding  six  months 32  ....  41 

Por  stealing  or  taking  letters.  Sec,  from  the  Mail  of  the  United  States — 
every  person  so  offending,  as  accessory,  to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding 
^1000,  and  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five  years 38  ....  43 

Any  person  who  shall  procure  and  advise,  or  assist,  in  the  doing  or  per- 
petration of  any  of  the  9*^ts  or  crimes  by  this  act  forbidden,  shall  be 
subject  to  the  same  penalties  and  punishments  as  the  persons  are 
subject  to,  who  shall  actually  do  or  perpetrate  any  of  the  said  acts  or 
crimes,  &.C 24  ....   15 

Perjury, 

Swearing  or  affirming  falsely  touching  the  expenditures  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  or  in  relation  to  any  account  of,  or  claim  against,  or 
in  favor  of  the  said  Department 19...,   36 

Portmanteaus  and  Mail  Bags. 

If  any  person  shall  rip,  cut,  tear,  or  otherwise  injure,  any  valise,  port- 
manteau, or  other  bag,  used,  or  designed  to  be  used,  by  any  person 
acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Postmaster  General,  upon  convic- 
tion for  every  such  offence,  shall  pay  a  sum  not  less  than  $100,  nor 
exceeding  $500,  and  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  one  year,  nor  ex- 
ceeding three  years. 23  .  .♦. .  14 

Postmaster  GeneraVs  Powers.  \ 

His  powers  and  duty 1   ....     4 

Authorized  to  appoint  two  assistants,  and  such  clerks  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  performance  of  the  business  of  the  Department X  .....     4 

Authorized  to  appoint  a  third  assistant 20  ....  36 

He  is  required  to  give  his  Assistants,  Deputy  Postmasters,  and  all  others 

whom  he  shall  employ,  instructions  relative  to  their  duty 1     ...     4 

He  may  direct  the  route  or  road,  when  there  are  more  than  one  between 
places  designated  by  law  for  a  post  road  ;  which  route  shall  be  consi- 
dered the  post  road. . 1  .«..     4 

He  shall  obtain  from  Postmasters  their  accounts,  vouchers,  &c.,  once  in 

three ,  months 1  . , .  >    4 
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Section.    Page. 
He  shall  defray  all  expenses  that  may  arise  in  conducting  the  Post  Office, 

and  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue 1  ....     4 

He  shall  prosecute  offences  against  the  Post  Office  Department 1   . . . .     4 

Authorized  to  change   contract  time ....  4G 

Postmaster  General,  &,c  .,  to  take  and  subscribe  an  oath,  &c 2  . . . .     5 

Postmaster  General  to  report  annually  to  Congress,  he,  every  post  road 

not  producing  one  third  of  the  expense  of  carrying  the  mail 39   ....  21 

Postmaster  General  may  discharge  from  imprisonment 38  ....  21 

Postmaster  General  to  submit  to  Congress  specific  estimates  of  the  sums 

of  money  expected  to  be  required  for  the  service  of  the  Department.       2  ....  28 
The  Postmaster  General  required  to  report  to  Congress,  at  each  annual 
session  thereof,  all  contracts  made  for  the  transportation  of  the  Mail, 
stating  date  and  duration,  the   name  of  the  Contractor,  the  route 

or  routes  embraced  in  the  contract,  &c 22  ....  36 

Postmaster  General  to  report,  also,  the  land  and  water  mails  that  may 
Ihave  been  established,  or  ordered  by  the  Department  within  the 
■year  preceding,  other  than  those  let  to  contract  at  the  annual  lettings 

tof  mail  contracts 22  ....  36 

To  report  all  allowances  made  lo  Contractors 22  ....  37 

To  report  all  incidental  expenses  of  the  Department 22  . . .     37 

To  re^port  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  Department. 22  ....  37 

To  re  port  all  fines  enforced,  and  deductions  made  from  the  pay  of  Contract- 
ors,   &c 22  ....  37 

The  l^ostmaster  General,  in  any  contract  he  may  enter  into  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  mail,  may  authorize  the  person  with  whom  such  con- 
tiract  is  to  be  made,  to  carry  newspapers,  magazines  and  pamphlets, 
other  than  those  conveyed  in  the  mail:  Provided,  That  no  preference 
shall  be  given  to  the  publisher  of  one  newspaper  over  that  of  another, 

ill  the  same  place 30  ....  18 

Authorized  to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packages  by  mail,  free  of 

postage 27  ....  16 

Post  Offices, 
Post  Offices  to  be  established  by  the  Postmaster  General 1  ....     4 

Post  Eiders. 

Post  Riders  and  other  carriers  of  the  mail,  receiving  any  way  letter 
or  letters,  more  than  one  mile  from  a  Post  Office,  to  deliver  the  same, 
with  the  postage,  at  the  first  Post  Office  at  which  they  shall  arrive,    20  ....  12 

Post  Roads. 

The  navigable  canals  of  the  several  States 42  ....  44 

Rail  Roada  of  the  several  States 2  ,..,  4& 
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All  waters  on  which  steamboats  regularly  pass  from  port  to  port,  are  to 

be  considered  as  post  roads 3  ....     3 

li  post  roads  be  obstructed  by  fences,  gates,  or  bars,  other  than  those  lawful- 
ly used  on  turnpike  roads,  to  collect  their  toll,  and  be  not  kept  in  good 
repair,  the  Postmaster  General  is  required  to  report  the  same  to  Con- 
gress       8  ....     7 

No  stage,  or  other  vehicle,  which  regularly  performs  trips  on  post  roads, 

&c.  to  carry  letters 19  ....  11 

Such  post  roads  as  do  not  produce  one-third  of  their  expense  to  be  report- 
ed to  Congress 39  ....  21 

The  line  of  posts  may  be  extended  by  contract 4  ....     6 

Postage. 

Postage  on  Letters — rates  by  land 13  ....  8 

*'      by  sea , 15  ....  10 

'*     by  steamboats 6  ....  6 

One  or  more  pieces  of  paper,  mailed  as  a  letter,  and  weighing  one  ounce, 

to  be  charged  with  quadruple  postage 5  ....  25 

At  the  same  rate,  should  the  weight  be  greater 5  ....  25 

Quadruple  postage  to  be  charged  for  all  packets  containg  four  pieces  of 

paper 5 25 

No  packet  of  letters,  by  water  mails,  to  pay  more  than  quadruple  postage, 

unless  the  same  shall  contain  more  than  four  distinct  letters 13  ... .  9 

Any  person  receiving  more,  through  fraud,  than  the  legal  postage  of  a 

letter,  &c.,  to  be  fined  for  every  offence,  100  dollars 16  ....  11 

Postage  of  Newspapers — rates 30  ....  17 

Postage  on  Newspapers. 

Newspapers  to  be  charged  with  a  postage  of  one  cent 30  ....  17 

One  quarter's  postage  to  be  paid  in  advance 30  ....  17 

If  not  taken  out  of  the  Post  Office,  to  be  sold  tor  postage 30  ....   17 

Postage  on  Periodicals,  Magazines,  and  Pamphlets. 

Rates  of  postage  to  be  charged  by  Postmasters  for  periodical  magazines 

or  pamphlets 30  ....  18 

Rates  ot  postage  on  such  magazines  and  pamphlets  as  are  not  published 

periodically,  if  sent  in  the  mail 30  ....  19 

President  of  the  United  States. 

Authorized  to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packets,  by  mail,  free  of 

postage 27  ....   16 

Each  individual  who  has  been  President  of  the  United  States 27  ....  16 
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President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore. 

All  letters  and  packets  to  be  received  and  conveyed  by  mail,  under  the 
same  restrictions  as  provided  with  respect  to  letters  and  packets  to 
and  from  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,— 5ee  Jet  of  1820.    00  ....  00 

Priority  of  the  United  States. 

Priority  of  payment  to  the  United  States 13  ....  33 

When  Postmasters  or  others,  indebted  to  the  Department,  become  insol- 
vent, or  when  the  estate  of  any  deceased  debtor  is  insufficient,  &c., 
the  debt  due  the  United  States  to  be  first  satisfied. — See  note,  pages 
60,   61 5 59 

Proposals  for  the  Transportation  of  the  Mail. 

Before  making  a  contract  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  the  Postmas- 
ter General  to  cause  advertisements  to  be  made 23  ....  38 

Regulations  respecting  the  contracts  entered  into  for  the  transportation  of 

the  Mail 23  ....  38 

Proposals  to  be  published  in  one  Newspaper  as  near  as  may  be  to  the 
route  on  wmch  the  services  are  to  be  performed,  for  at  least  four 
weeks  before  changing    or  making  the  contract 23    ....  39 

Proposals  for  Mail  contracts  to  be  delivered  to  the  Department 24  ....  39 

Proposals  for  carrying  the  mail  to  be  recorded 25  ....  39 

Postmaster  General  to  report,  at  each  session  of  Congress,   a  true  copy 

from  the  record 25  ....  39 

Proposals  for  the  transportation  of  the  Mail  to  be  accompanied  by  a 

guaranty,  &c ; 27  ....  40 

Persons  proposing  to  contract  for  carrying  the  mail,  and  declared  entitled 

to  it,  and  failing  or  refusing  to  comply,  &c.,  to  pay  the   difference,    44  ....  22 

If,  after  acceptance  of  proposals,  and  notification  tliereof  to  the  bidder  or 
bidders,  he  or  they  shall  fail  to  enter  obligation,  &c.,  the  Postmaster 
General  shall  proceed  to  contract  with  other  person  or  persons 27  ....  40 


Quartermaster  General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Authorized  to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packages  by  mail,  free  of 

postage 4  ....  25 


m 
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Railroads. 

Section.    Page. 
IPostmaster  General  cannot  allow  more  than  three  hundred  dollars  per 

mile  per  annum  for  the  conveyance  of  mails  on  railroads 43 

Register  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 

Authorized  to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packages  by  mail,  free  of 

postage 27  ....   16 

Registers. 

Registers  of  the  arrival  and  departure  of  the  Post  to  be  kept  by  Deputy 

Postmasters 14  ....  10 

Robbing  the  mail. 

Robbing  the  mail  carrier,  &;.c.,  punishable  by  imprisonment  from  five  to 

ten  years 22  ....  13 

Death  for  the  second  offence,  and  for  wounding  the  carrier 22  ....   14 

An  assault  or  shooting  at  the  carrier,  &c.,  where  the  robbery  is  not  ef- 
fected, punishable  by  imprisonment  from  two  to  ten  years 22  .... 


Salaries, 

Salaries  of  Assistant  Postmasters  General  and  others 43  ....  44 

Salaries  of  the  Auditor  and  others 43  .... 

Secretary  of  State,  ^-c. 

'The  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War,  and  of  the  Navy,  are  au- 
thorized to  frank  and  to  receive  all  letters  and  packages,  free  of  post- 
age      27  ....  16 

Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Authorized  to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packages  by   mail,  free  of 

postage 4  ....  25 

Authorized  also  to  transmit  free  of  postage,  documents  printed  by  order 

of  either  House  of  Congress ....     3 

Ship  Letters. 

.Every  letter  or  packet  brought  into  the  United  States  or  carried  from  one 
port  to  another  ia  any  private  ship  or  vessel,  to  be  charged  with  six 
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cents  postage,  if  delivered  at  the  Post  Office  where  the  same  shall 

arrive 14  ....   iQ 

If  destined  to  be  conveyed  by  post  to  any  place,  with  two  cents  added  to 

the  ordinary  rates  of  postage 15  ....   10 

Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

All  letters  relating  to  the  duties  and  business  of  his  office  to  be  transmit- 
ted by  mail,  free  of  postage 2  ....  26 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Authorized  to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packages  by  mail,  free  of 

postage 36- 

Suits  instituted  by  the  United  States. 

All  suits  to  be  commenced  for  the  recovery  of  debts,  or  balances  due  by 
Deputy  Postmasters  or  others  upon  bonds  or  otherwise,  to  be  instituted 
in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America 13  ....  3S " 

Suits  to  be  instituted  for  the  recovery  of  all  suras  wrongfully  paid  out  of 

the  funds  of  the  Post  Office  Department 17  ....  34 

Sureties. 

Suits  not  instituted,  wuthin  two  years  after  default,  sureties  not  liable. .. .      3  ....     5 
Sureties  of  a  Deputy   Postmaster  may  be  relieved,  upon  notifying  the 
Postmaster  General  of  their  desire  to  be  discharged  from  their  respon- 
sibilities—&c.  &c 37 43 

The  conditions  on  which  the  releaseraent  will  be  made 37  ....  4S 

All  payments  made  subsequent  to  the  execution  of  the  new  bond  to  be 
applied  first  to  the  dischajge  of  any  balance  which  may  be  due  on 
the  old  bond 37 4S 

Surgeon  General. 

Authorized  to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packages  on  public  business 

by  mail,  free  of  postage 21  ....  48  • 

T 

Topographical  Corps,  Head  of 
All  letters  and  packages  on  public  business,  to  be  free  of  postage 21  ... .  4£' 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  give  receipts  for  all  moneys  received  by 


POST    OFFICE    LAWS.  28» 

Section.     P(ige. 
him  to  the  credit  of  the   appropriation  for  the  service  of  the  Post 
Office  Department 5 30 

Payments  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department  shall  be  disbursed 
by  the  Treasurer  out  of  the  moneys  paid  into  the  treasury  for  the 
service  of  the  Post  Office  Department 6  . . .  ♦  SO 

Treasurer  to  render  quarterly  accounts  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office 

Department 7  ....  30     , 

V 

( 
Vice  President, 

Authorized  to  frank  and  to  receive  letters  and  packets  by  mail,  free  of 

postage 27  ....  16' 

W 

Way  Letters. 

Deputy  Postmasters,  and  other  agents  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
shall  account  to  the  Post  Master  General,  for  all  way  letters  which 
shall  come  to  their  hands 20  ....   12' 

Carriers  of  the  mail,  receiving  any  way  letter,  if  presented  more 
than  one  mile  from  a  post  office,  shall  deliver  the  same,  with  the 
postage,  if  paid 20  ....   12: 

The  Deputy  Postmaster  shall  enter  the  same  &,c.,  Jkc,  adding  to  the 
rate  of  each  way  letter  one  cent,  which  he  shall  pay  to  such  mail 
carrier , 20  ....  12^^ 
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Chapter.    Page. 

Abating  and  refunding  postage 26 23 

Account  Current ,.,  53  ....  42 

Accounts  and  Returns  of  Deputy  Postmasters 50   ....  40 

Account  of  unpaid  newspapers,  &c.,  how  to  be  kept 41  ....  33 

Advertising  letters 33  ....  27 

Appointment  Office,  or  Second  Assistant  Postmaster  General 1  . . . .     2 

Applications  for  payment  and  renewal  of  lost  drafts  or  warrants 57  ....  48 

Attention  to  the  manner  of  carrying  the  mail. 60  ....  51 

Auditor's  Office 1 2 

B 

Blanks  for  accounts,  post  bills,  &c QQ  ....  56 
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Charge  of  the  office 7 

Collection  of  debts 55 

Collection  of  postage 27 

Contract  Office,  or  First  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 1 

Contractors 3 


28  INDEX   TO    THE    REGULATIONS   OF 


Chapter. 

Deaa  Letters 34  , 

Dececent's  Estates 58  , 

Delivery  of  Letters 28  . 

Deputy  Postmasters — by  whom  appointed 5  . 

Distributing  Post  Offices  for  inland  mails 13  . 

Distribution — in  what  manner  to  be  made  up 14  . 

Distiibution  Offices  for  foreign  mails 16  . 

Emoluments  of  Deputy  Postmasters 59  . 


Failure  to  return  quarterly  accounts 51 

Failures  of  mails 62 

Forfeitures  and  fines 63 

Foreign  mails — in  what  manner  to  be  made  up 17 


Handbills,  lottery  tickets,  circulars,  advertisements,  &c.,  to  be  charged 

with  letter  postage 22 

How  the  mails  should  be  made  up 9 

I 

Inspection  Office,  or  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General 1 


Letter  Carrier 36 

Letters  missent  and  to  be  forwarded 31 

Lost  letters,  and  mail  depredations 35 


Mail  locks  and  keys 67 

Mail  carriers,  and  mail  agents,  on  railroad  and  steamboat  routes 37 

Mails — how  they  should  be  made  up 9 

Making  up  and  forwarding  mails 8 


General  Account 54  ....  44 
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Chapter.     Page] 

Masters  of  steamboats  to  deliver  letters  and  packages  into  Post  Offices..  29    _-^^  2-5 
Masters  of  vessels  from  a  foreign  port,  to  deliver  letters  and  packages  into 

Post  Offices , .  30  ....  2S 

N 

Newspapers,  pamphlets,  and  magazines ,  38  ....  31 

Newspapers  not  to  be  read  in  the  office 39  ....  32: 

Newspapers  and  pamphlets  not  taken  out  of  the  office,  publishers  of  the 

same,  to  be  informed 40  .  _,->  32" 

Newspapers  and  pamphlets  from  foreign  countries 42  ....  34 


Office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the  service  of  the  Post 

Office  Department 1  ....  3 

Opening  the  mail U  ....  11 

Organization  of  the  Post  Office  Department 1  . . . .  I 


Paid  letters,  newspapers,  and  pamphlets 25  ....  20^ 

Pamphlets  and  magazines 24  ....  21 

Papers  and  accounts  to  be  returned  to  the  Post  Office  Department,  by 

Deputy  Postmasters , 52  ....  41 

Paying  over  money  to  the  use  or  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Depait- 

ment 56  ....  46^ 

Penalties 64  ....  55 

Privilege  of  franking — First  class 43  ....  34 

Second  class 44  ....  35 

Third  class 45 36 

Fourth  class 46   ....  87 

Fifth  class 47 38 

Sixth  class 48  ....  38 

General  regulations  concerning  the  Franking  Pri- 
vilege    49  ....  38 

■Postage  on  letters 18  ....  15 

Postage  on  ship  and  steamboat  letters 19  ....  16 

Postage  on  box  letters 20  ....  17 

Postage  on  way  letters 21  ....   17 

Postage  on  newspapers 23  ....   18 

Postage  on  pamphlets  and  magazines 24  ....  20 

Post  offices  for  the  despatch  and  receipt  of  foreign  mails  bordering  on 

the  British  Provinces 69  , , . .  ^ 
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Chapter.    Page. 

Post  offices  bordering  on  Texas 70  ....  59 

Post  Koads , 2  ....     3 

Portmanteaus,  Mail  Pouches,  and  Mail  Bags 68  ....  57 


Heceiving  and  despatching  the  mails 10  ....  10 

Registers  of  the  arrivals  and  departures  of  Mails 61  , , . ,  52 

Regulations  concerning  the  communication  between  the  British  Provinces  71  ....  59 

Return  of  letters 32  . .    .  26 


Steps  to  be  taken  on  receiving  the  appointment  by  Deputy  Postmasters. .       6  . . . .     5 
Stamps  how  obtained 66  ....  57 


Time  allowed  for  opening  the  mail 12  ....  12 

Time  allowed  for  closing  the  mail  at  Distributing  Offices 15  ....  IS 


Violations  and  eTasions  of  law. 65  , , , . 


ERATUM. 

Deputy  Postmasters  will  make  the  following  corrections  with  the  pen. 

In  page  2  of  the  Regulations,  8th  section  and  last  line,  erase  "to  him." 

In  page  2,  chapter  24,  section  192,  and  last  line,  erase  "  recept,"  and  insert  "  receipt." 

In  page  15,  chapter  18,  section  123,  and  4th  line,  erase  "private,"  and  insert 

"printed." 
In  page  54,  chapter  64,  section  402,  and  last  line,  erase  "  24,"  and  insert  "2." 
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